 Mini-Grant Research Learning Contract

START DATE:	
END DATE:

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Student’s Name:	
Phone:	
E-mail:	
	
Faculty/Staff Mentor:	
Department/Office:
Phone:
Email:

PROJECT DETAILS
Title of Project:
Short Description of Project: (1-2 sentences)




Goal(s): (what is expected to be accomplished for this project)



Training needed: (Include who will teach and when, if possible. Be sure to include training needed for human subjects, animal care, safety and compliance, special equipment, etc.)










WORK SCHEDULE
 It should be understood that even with a set schedule, some weeks or projects may require more or less time and your hours may need to be adjusted to accommodate. Changes to a schedule should be discussed as early as possible.
__ Flexible Schedule: ___ hours per week
__ Set Schedule (list days of week and times)


PROJECT PLAN / TASKS 
List the steps or tasks needed to complete the project and if applicable, the deadline for each.

















OTHER REQUIRMENTS 
Check all that apply
__ Meet regularly with faculty mentor or supervisor - how often or when:  
__ Attend scheduled research group or lab meetings - when & where: 
__ Give a presentation of your progress at above meeting - how often, when (approx), and who can help you prepare or assist with format:
__ Review research notes/findings/lab notebook regularly with faculty mentor or supervisor - how often or when and who can help you prepare or assist with format:  
__ Prepare a poster or powerpoint (circle one or both) summarizing your research - due date and who can help: 
__ Present project at Discovery Day or other meeting – when:
__ Write a summary paper - due date and who can help with format: 
__ Other, please describe:       


IRB DETAILS
For research projects involving live, vertebrate animals: Mini-Grant applications may be submitted prior to approval by the Animal Care and Use Committee. However, the grant account will not be established and work on the project may not begin until approval has been received. For more information and forms, go to http://uscm.med.sc.edu/ARF/index.htm.  

For research projects involving human participants: USC is required by the federal government to follow strict guidelines when human subjects are involved in research projects requiring Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval. For the purposes of the undergraduate research application, human subjects research INCLUDES studies that use: (a) data collected through interventions, interactions, or observations with human participants (e.g., surveys, interviews, testing, or observational procedures); and/or (b) existing data sets containing any personal information (e.g., medical records, educational records, voting records). To receive funding for projects involving human participants, each student must follow the guidelines described at http://orc.research.sc.edu/humansubject.shtml. Please contact the Office of Research Compliance (http://orc.research.sc.edu/contact.shtml; 803-777-7095) with all questions. The OUR cannot help with Human Subjects questions, you will be referred to Research Compliance!

Please note that a student may APPLY for funding prior to submitting the application for human subjects review, but the grant will not be established (no money will be released) until approval is received. It is recommended that the approval process be started immediately after submitting the proposal as the process can occasionally be lengthy. Please be aware that human subjects review and approval must be obtained prior to initiating your research; the Institutional Review Board cannot approve studies retroactively. There are no exceptions. 

 Yes, this project requires IRB approval
 No, this project does not require IRB approval



















SIGNATURES AND DATES:
Student:	Date:

Mentor:	Date:






For more information on learning contracts see: http://www.webguru.neu.edu/devices/research_learning_contracts/ 
from: Web Guide to Research for Undergraduates (WebGURU)
