BY-LAWS

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

ADVISORY BOARD

ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of this organization shall be the University of South Carolina Office of Undergraduate Research Advisory Board.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Advisory Board is to help the Office of Undergraduate Research (hereinafter-“the OUR”) increase its stature within the University and as a nationally recognized force for undergraduate research. The primary objectives of the Advisory Board are to provide assistance and advice in: 1) developing, initiating, and sustaining programmatic initiatives; 2) marketing and public relations of OUR initiatives; 3) budgetary planning; and 4) College, School, and departmental outreach.   

Toward this end the Advisory Board shall:

A)
Serve as liaisons between Colleges, Schools, departments and the OUR.

B)
Advise the OUR regarding the needs and expectations of its constituencies (administration, faculty, staff, and students) for the implementation and engagement of undergraduates in research at the University of South Carolina.

C)
Identify and/or develop, in cooperation with the OUR, appropriate programs, projects, scholarships, and fellowships for students in research or to engage students in research.

D)
Identify and/or develop, in cooperation with the OUR, additional and appropriate sources of funding to support OUR initiatives, including advice on OUR budgetary priorities.
E)  Offer guidance in developing programmatic guidelines for ongoing and new initiatives.
F)
Assist the OUR in shaping and meeting both its short-term and long-term goals and objectives.

G)
Review and evaluate marketing and promotional campaigns and related publications and materials used by the OUR.  Make suggestions for improving the effectiveness of these efforts.

H) Make recommendations to ensure that the OUR moves toward its goal of becoming a nationally recognized force for undergraduate research.

ARTICLE III

OFFICE LOCATION

The office of the Advisory Board shall be located in the offices of the OUR, in space designated by the Director of the OUR. Meetings of the Advisory Board will typically take place in the Conference Room of the OUR.

ARTICLE IV

BOARD

Section 1.  General Powers. The Advisory Board in consultation with the OUR shall administer the activities in accordance with the purpose described here.

Section 2.  Qualifications.  The Advisory Board shall consist of no more than fifteen (15) Members and not more than 5 administrative members (excluding the Director of the OUR).  The Office of Research and Health Sciences has a right to appoint an additional member.

a)
Board members shall represent a cross-section of academic disciplines at the University of South Carolina.  These members shall be selected in accordance with Article IV, Section 3.

b)
When possible, at least one member shall be a student representative and one member shall represent the non-Columbia campuses.

c)
Members in good standing will expect to attend at least 50% of scheduled and special meetings of the Board each year. Members can, if necessary, occasionally designate someone from their office or Department to take their place in a meeting; this will satisfy the member’s attendance requirement. If a member consistently finds it impossible to attend, the preference would be for that person to resign and let another take the slot, consistent with Section 5. Members who miss three meetings in a row without sending a designate will be replaced.

Section 3.  Method of Selection. The Chair of the Board and the OUR shall select nominees for the board to be approved by the Vice President for Research and Health Sciences. After the initial two (2) years, one-third (1/3) of the Board will be rotated every year.

Section 4.  Term of Office.  The elected members shall serve for terms of three (3) years each. Members shall not normally serve more than two (2) consecutive terms of office.

Section 5.  Meetings.

a)
Regular Meetings There shall be at least two (2) regular meetings each semester of the full Board.

b)
Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Chairperson of the Board, three Board members, or the Director of OUR.

c)
Place of Meetings. The Chairperson of the Board shall designate the time and place for all regular and special meetings in consultation with the OUR.

d)
Quorum. Fifty percent (50%) or more of the currently serving members shall constitute a quorum.  Ex officio members may be included in the quorum computation.

Section 6.  Committees/Task Teams. The Chairperson of the Board may assign Board members to committees or task teams as needed to focus on specific tasks or objectives. Committee/task team membership may include individuals who are not Board members as the Board sees fit.

Section 7.  Administrative Support.  Administrative support to the Board and its leadership shall be provided by the Office of Undergraduate Research for administration of the organization (mailings to members, publication of minutes, etc.) as directed by the Director of OUR.

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS

Section 1.  Number. The Board shall have one officer: a Chairperson. A Chairperson may serve no more than two (2) consecutive terms.

Section 2.  Election and Term of Office. The Chairperson is elected by the Advisory board members. The Chairperson shall be a Member that has served on the board for at least one year. The term of office for the Chairperson shall be for two (2) years.  Elections shall occur at least every two (2) years and shall require a majority vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Board members.
ARTICLE VI

OPERATIONS

The Advisory Board is an “advisory” (as opposed to “decision-making”) organization; therefore, the members have no legal or fiscal responsibility. However, the advice of each person serving on the Board is vitally important to the OUR and to the overall success of the Board.  Each person should express his/her opinion on each matter discussed; the OUR is free to accept Board input at its discretion.

ARTICLE VII

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS

Amendments to these By-laws may be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board members present at any regular or called meeting, provided that at least (30) days written notice is given of the intention to adopt new By-laws as such meeting.

ARTICLE VIII

ADOPTION OF BY-LAWS

These By-laws shall become effective when they are adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of members present at a regular or called meeting.

May 10, 2007: 
By-laws unanimously accepted. Meeting attendees: Davis Baird (Chair), Melissa Moss, Wayne Carver, John Rogers, Carolyn Jones, Shirley Carter, Loren Knapp, and Michael Morehead.

Adopted 5/10/07

