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BackgroundBackground

Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias
- AD/ADRDs

Multi-morbidity

Behavioral and psychological symptoms in dementias 
(BPSD)

SC Alzheimer’s Disease Registry Sub-sample
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Review: 

Alzheimer’s 
Disease

Prevalence
*5.6 million Americans ≥ 65 and older 
living with AD
*92,000 persons ≥ 65 and older living 
with AD in SC; projected to increase 
to 120,000 by the year 2025

Burden
*Increase use of healthcare services 
and systems by patients
*Increase cost for treating AD
*Older African Americans are about 
twice as likely to have AD as older 
Whites
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Studies and Reports:
*Alzheimer’s Association 2019 Facts 
and Figures
*Babulal et al., 2018 (expected growth 
of in numbers of AD cases.
*Cerejeira, Lagarto & Mukaetova-
Ladinska, 2012 (indicated that AA 
more likely to have ADRD.
*

*Mayeda et al., 2016 (found 
noticeable racial disparities in 
dementia incidence, with highest rates 
among AA, American Indians, and 
Alaska Natives 
*Happ et al. 2018 (indicated the 
burden of AD)
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Purpose of the StudyPurpose of the Study

To explore multi-
morbidity and BPSD 
factors associated 

with Alzheimer’s 
Disease in older adults 

by race.

To contribute to the 
study of ADRD by 

investigating factors 
associated with 

Alzheimer’s Disease in 
older persons by race.



HypothesisHypothesis

We predict that there will be 
more cases of multi-morbidity and 
behavioral and psychological 
symptoms among African 
Americans than Whites living with 
Alzheimer’s Disease in South 
Carolina using a sub-sample from 
the South Carolina Alzheimer’s 
Disease Registry.

We predict that there will be 
more cases of multi-morbidity and 
behavioral and psychological 
symptoms among African 
Americans than Whites living with 
Alzheimer’s Disease in South 
Carolina using a sub-sample from 
the South Carolina Alzheimer’s 
Disease Registry.



Research QuestionsResearch Questions

To what extent do clusters of multi-morbidity 
associated with Alzheimer’s Disease differ by 
race?

To what extent do BPSDs associated with 
Alzheimer’s Disease differ by race?

Are clusters of multi-morbidity associated with 
the frequency and severity of BPSDs? Are there 
differences by race?



MethodologyMethodology

Research Design and 
Sample

Description of 
Variables

Data Collection 
Procedures

Statistical Analysis
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Future DirectionFuture Direction

• Provide preliminary findings that will…
• Improve quality of life for older adults living with AD/ADRD

• Future research
• Expand analyses into a larger sample 
• Planning of public and community health programs, facilities 



Thank YouThank You
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