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The purpose of our Global Health Newsletter is to
disseminate the global health research, education, and

outreach of our faculty, staff, students, and alumni.

Faculty Spotlight
Mufaro Kanyangarara, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of

Epidemiology and Biostatistics

Dr. Kanyangarara was recently awarded a Carnegie African
Diaspora Fellowship to develop a graduate program in public and
global health at University of the Free State (UFS) in South

https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/public_health/faculty-staff/kanyangarara_mufaro.php


Africa. She reflects below on her experiences and what it means
for the future of public health education in sub-Saharan Africa.

Dr. Kanyangara (right) leading a workshop on Implementation Science in Global
Health with UFS host, Dr. Phindile Shangase (left)

Can you tell us a little about the Carnegie African Diaspora
Fellowship you received and the project you worked on in South
Africa this summer? 
The Carnegie African Diaspora Fellowship Program (CADFP), now in
its eleventh year, is a remarkable initiative designed to strengthen
capacity at host institutions and foster long-term, mutually
beneficial collaborations between universities in Africa and those in
the United States and Canada. Funded by the Carnegie Corporation
of New York and managed by the Institute of International
Education (IIE) in collaboration the Association of African
Universities (AAU), the program has awarded nearly 750 fellowships
since its inception in 2013. My fellowship took me to the University
of the Free State (UFS) in Bloemfontein, South Africa, where I worked
with Dr. Phindile Shangase, a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of
Health Sciences, to co-develop a new Postgraduate Diploma in Global
Health. The program’s long-term goal is to build research and
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leadership capacity in public health by training and mentoring the
next generation of African investigators in implementation science.
 
In the months leading up to my visit, we held several virtual
planning meetings to refine the curriculum framework and review
the accreditation process. Once on site, I met with university
leadership — including the Vice-Deans of Research and Teaching,
the Department of Institutional Planning, and the Research
Directorate — to ensure the program aligned with both institutional
goals and national health priorities. We also organized a series of
workshops and stakeholder consultations to co-design the
diploma’s content, delivery format, and pedagogical structure.
These sessions helped identify specific national and institutional
gaps the program should address — particularly the need to build
advanced research skills, interdisciplinary competencies, and
content expertise relevant to public health roles within government,
academia, and international NGOs.



Exploring potential research partnerships with Dr. Corinna Walsh from UFS

What has been the most rewarding or impactful part of the
fellowship experience so far?
One of the most rewarding aspects of the fellowship was being
invited to serve as a research evaluator at the School of Health and
Rehabilitation Sciences Research Conference. Although it wasn’t part
of the original project plan, the experience offered insights into the
kinds of research students and faculty are leading at UFS. I was
struck by both the depth and breadth of the research and the
dedication of faculty to mentorship and fostering a culture of
inquiry and innovation.
 
Were there any unexpected challenges or insights you gained
while collaborating with colleagues and students at the



University of the Free State?
One key insight was that curriculum design is, at its core, an
exercise in listening and learning. I arrived in Bloemfontein with an
idea of what the diploma might look like, but the conversations that
unfolded during workshops and stakeholder consultations quickly
reminded me of the diversity of perspectives and priorities within
the public health ecosystem. For example, faculty emphasized the
need to strengthen research and data analysis skills, and prepare
students for research-intensive master’s and doctoral programs.
Clinicians and health practitioners highlighted the importance of
applied skills that would help them better address South Africa’s
pressing health challenges. Meanwhile, students expressed a strong
desire for a program that would prepare them to contribute not
only locally but as globally engaged public health leaders.

Curriculum planning session with stakeholders for the new Postgraduate Diploma in
Global Health

How do you envision this new program shaping the next
generation of public health professionals in sub-Saharan Africa,
and what excites you most about its future? 
The new Postgraduate Diploma in Global Health is designed to



prepare professionals who can bridge research, policy, and practice.
My hope is that graduates will be equipped to generate evidence that
informs decision-making and to design and lead programs that
respond directly to the health priorities of their communities. What
excites me most is the strong foundation we’ve established for
sustained collaboration. We’ve outlined a clear pathway toward
program approval and are exploring multiple mechanisms for long-
term engagement — from short-term visiting professorships to a
potential Fulbright Scholar Award, which would allow me to return
for an extended period. We’re also discussing innovative approaches
such as Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) to bring
UFS and USC faculty and students together virtually. Ultimately,
this fellowship marks the beginning of a sustained partnership to
grow and strengthen public health education and practice across
the continent.

Dinner with faculty and staff from UFS Division of Public Health



As we continue to build our semester newsletters, it would be
helpful to get your suggestions on individuals (faculty, staff,
students, or alumni) that we should highlight. If you know of
anyone at or affiliated with USC who is currently doing global
health work that you recommend we reach out to, please
email emkenney@email.sc.edu. 

Global Health Events

Save the Date for these upcoming Global Health Events:

Panel on Specific Aims for NIH Grants with Foreign
Component

January 13th from 1:30-2:30PM in DISC 331
Global Health Seminar featuring visiting scholar Dr.
Sarah McKune

January 23rd from 11:00am-12:00pm in DISC 331

mailto:emkenney@email.sc.edu


Save the Date: 7th National Big Data Health Science
Conference
The theme of the 2026 conference is “Unlocking the Power of Big
Data in Health: Bridging the Gap Between Discovery and
Delivery.” Highlights of the 7th national conference included
keynote and panel speakers from diverse areas of the health
sciences, government, and academia as well as poster sessions,
networking events, and breakout sessions.

The Conference will be held on February 12-13, 2026, and will
feature presentations from two international scholars:

Jeanine Condo, MD, PhD
Chief Executive Officer

Center for Impact,
Innovation, and Capacity
Building for Health
Information and Nutrition
(CIIC-HIN)

Rwanda, Africa

https://www.sc-bdhs-conference.org/
https://www.sc-bdhs-conference.org/


Professor Jeanine Condo is a transformational global health leader
whose distinguished career exemplifies the intersection of clinical
expertise, research excellence, and strategic policy
implementation. With over two decades of experience spanning
clinical medicine, academic leadership, government service, and
entrepreneurial innovation, she has emerged as one of Africa's
most influential voices in evidence-based healthcare and health
systems strengthening. As Managing Director and CEO of CIIC-HIN,
she leads cutting-edge research initiatives worth over $4 million
across multiple African countries, while simultaneously serving as
Local Scientific Co-Chair of the International AIDS Society 2025
Conference.

Gregory Maniatopoulos
Co- Director

Centre for Healthcare
Innovation, Policy and
Management

University of Leicester, United
Kingdom

Professor Gregory Maniatopoulos is Co-Director of the Centre for
Healthcare Innovation, Policy and Management and Theme Lead
for 'Translating and Implementing Sustainable Service
Improvement' for the NIHR ARC East Midlands. He has over 15
years’ experience as an applied health researcher with a track
record of conducting high-quality research and teaching in
healthcare innovation, implementation and change. His research
explores how organisational and policy factors shape processes of
appropriation of innovations in healthcare practice. He has
published widely in the areas of implementation science, digital
health, technology adoption, and health systems change. He is
currently Co-Editor in Chief of the Journal of Health Services
Research and Policy, a leading international journal that publishes



rigorous, policy-relevant research on health services, health
systems and health care.

The Consortium of Universities for Global Health (CUGH) is
hosting their annual conference, “The Future of Global Health”
in Washington, DC, April 9-12,2026!

CUGH will address current and future threats to global health,
sustainable development, and identify how global health can be
more impactful, equitable, and effective.

If you plan on attending this event, let us know! Please email
Emma Kenney-Madsen (emkenney@email.sc.edu).

More Information on the Big Data Conference

mailto:emkenney@email.sc.edu
https://www.sc-bdhs-conference.org/


Each year, the ASPH enrolls around 100 international students who
have diverse backgrounds, varied experiences, and come from a
variety of countries. The International Student and Global Health
Forum is a place for students to present their international

CUGH2026

https://www.cugh.org/our-work/events/


interests and expertise in global health. 

We want to hear from you! We are seeking international students
who will volunteer to make 15–20-minute presentations on any
aspect of the public health improvements or challenges of their
home country. Please email Emma Kenney-Madsen
(emkenney@email.sc.edu) if you are interested in presenting. Also,
join the Global Health Student listserv for updates on events,
opportunities, and more. 

Join the Student Listserv

mailto:emken
mailto:vadebiyi@email.sc.edu
https://listserv.sc.edu/scripts/wa-scedu.exe?SUBED1=GHSTUDENTS&A=1


Are you interested in expanding your expertise in global health?
Apply today for the Certificate of Graduate Study in Global Health! 

New Course Featuring Global Health Content

A three-credit course entitled “Implementation Science of

Global Health Certificate

https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/graduate_school/apply/degree_programs-application-requirements/global-health-cgs/index.php


Health Promotion Interventions” has been approved for
both undergraduate (HPEB 602) and graduate (HPEB 802)
students. The course will be available Fall 2026. More
information will be available soon. 
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Faculty Directory update – we've recently updated our Global Health Faculty
Directory. If you would like to be included in the directory, please

email emkenney@email.sc.edu. 

Help us showcase your work! If you would like to be featured in the next
newsletter, email emkenney@email.sc.edu with your latest global health related

publications, presentations, awards, grants and any other accomplishments. 
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