




















MEET MIKE DEWEY :

The Peromyscus Genetic Stock Center will begin the Third Millenium with a new
Director, Michael J. Dewey. Mike recently accepted appointment to the position in view of
the anticipated retirement of Wally Dawson, who has served as Director for the past 14
years. Mike has been a member of the University of South Carolina faculty since 1979 and
has chaired the Stock Center Internal Oversight Committee since 1983.

Mike is a native of Rawlins, Wyoming, where he spent his youth. After graduation
from Rawlins High School in 1962, he enrolled at the University of Wyoming in Laramie
and obtained a BS degree in microbiology. From 1966 to 1968 he served as a Peace Corps
volunteer teaching biology and biochemistry at the University of San Carlos in Guatemala
City. After leaving the Peace Corps he enrolled in graduate school at the University of
Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, where in 1973 he obtained his doctorate in microbiology. His
dissertation research was a study of the genetics of bacteriophage DNA metabolism and
morphogenesis. He remained at Penn five more years in a postdoctoral appointment with
Dr. Beatrice Mintz, well-known for her pioneering work with allophenic mice and tissue
specific gene expression. While working in Mintz’s lab, Mike published the first attempt to
produce mutant mice from embryonic stem (ES) cells, then known as embryonal carcinoma
cells. :

Mike joined the University of South Carolina faculty in 1979 where he initiated a
research program in mouse (Mus) developmental genetics and immunology. His particular
focus was development of animal models to study the genetics of cancer, hemopoiesis and
other whole animal processes. He utilizes both natural genetic variation and transgenic
modification in his work. Mike, his graduate students and other associates have published
extensively in this field. The first transgenic mouse facility at the University was set up by
Mike, who directed it for ten years. Dewey currently is using allophenic mice to analyze
natural genetic variants affecting hemopoietic stem cell biology and aging, and is also is
exploring the use of spermatogonial stem cells as an alternative means of producing
transgenic mice.

Mike Dewey has had extensive collaborations over the years with his on-campus
colleagues and with collaborators elsewhere. These joint studies involve cancer research,
drug development, gene regulation and alcohol metabolism. Personnel of the Peromyscus
Stock Center also have taken advantage of his expertise, including some help with work on
the cataract-webbed mutation in the deer mouse. '

Mike has eclectic interests. He is an outdoorsman who enjoys fishing, backpacking
and camping. He likes to travel to out-of-the-ordinary places, e.g. in 1998 he and his wife,
Lorraine, backpacked completely around Iceland. Mexico City is another of his favorites.
Authentic Mexican cuisine is his choice fare. History, particularly with a focus on the Civil
War or railroads, are also among his interests. He is a do-it-yourselfer - very proud of the
stone patio he recently completed at his home.



Mike is anxious to incorporate Peromyscus genetics into his research program. His
particular interest in this area is to map loci or QTLs relevant to infectious disease
resistance and susceptibility, and more generally to contribute to development of a medium
density map of the deer mouse genome.

We are confident that our readers and other Peromyscus users will find Mike Dewey
to be always helpful, sensitive to their needs and ready to share a store of knowledge about
rodent genetics, physiology, development, immunology and molecular biology. He plans to
attend the 2000 American Society of Mammalogists meeting in New Hampshire, and hopes
to meet some of you there. ’

Michael Dewey





























































































