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Honors & Awards

Congratulations to Dr. Raymond Bogdon and Dr. Tom Cardaci!!

e Raymond Bogdon, a Ph.D. graduate student mentored by Dr. Philip
Brandon Busbee, successfully defended his thesis, “Aryl hydrocarbon
receptor regulates kynurenine pathway to modulate colitis and depressive-
like behavior,” on October 23, 2025. He recently secured a position at
Nephron Pharmaceuticals.

e Tom Cardaci (Murphy lab) successfully defended his dissertation on
November 11, 2025, entitled “Examining Skeletal Muscle Ultrastructural
and Metabolic Changes with Cancer-Induced Cachexia.” Tom is pursuing
his postdoctoral training at Colorado State University.

Dr. Carole Oskeritzian, Dr. Jie Li, and Dr. Melissa Ellerman (Lead Principal
Investigator) will serve as multi-Pls on a Center for Dietary Supplements and
Inflammation (CDSI) COBRE Pilot Project Il entitled “Targeting the bidirectional
gut-skin axis with gut microbial metabolites in chronic inflammation”
recommended for funding by NIH/NIGMS 5P30GM154631-02 (Nagarkatti).

Tom Cardaci (Murphy lab) received 3™ place award for his presentation at the
Colorado Nutrition Obesity Research Center (NORC) Retreat.

Cole Espinosa and Sarah Tran (Oskeritzian Laboratory) were awarded a
Magellan Scholar Research Grant entitled “Role of sphingosine-1-phosphate
receptors in mast cell activation and modulation by microbe-derived capnine”.

Tom Cardaci’s publication ‘Pro-Fibrotic Immune Cells and Fibro-Adipogenic
Progenitors Contribute to Skeletal Muscle Extracellular Matrix Remodeling and
Fibrosis in Cancer Cachexia’ was recognized by the American Physiological
Society as a 2025 Select Article.



With Dr. Claudia Grillo (Pharmacology, Physiology and Neuroscience), Lead
Principal Investigator, Dr. Carole Oskeritzian, Dr. Ambika Rao (Endocrinology,
Dorn VA Medical Center and Prisma Health) and Dr. Daping Fan (Cell Biology
and Anatomy) will serve as co-Investigators on a ClinTrUSC Pilot Project Grant
recommended for funding entitled “Ginsenosides as a new therapy for obesity
and its co-morbidities”.

Bl In the presence of the honorable Lieutenant

‘ Governor Pamela Evette, Dr. Carole Oskeritzian
| co-chaired the South Carolina Governor’s
Awards of Excellence in Scientific Research
ceremony held at the Rotunda of the State
Capitol, Columbia, SC on October 29. Dr.
Prakash Nagarkatti was honored as recipient of
the prestigious Award of Excellence in Scientific
. Awareness.

News & Updates

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti has been invited to give a talk and participate at the
National Society of Toxicology Conference, in a Continuing Education Course
titled, “Lost in Translation? Navigating Species Selection for Immunotoxicological
Assessment in Preclinical Studies”.

Dr. Brooke Bullard joined the faculty in the Department of Science at Mercer
University in Atlanta as an Assistant Professor of Biology. Congratulations
Brooke!

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti has been invited to serve as a Panelist at the 10th
Biennial National IDeA Symposium of Biomedical Research Excellence
(NISBRE) on June 14 - June 17, 2026.

Dr. Angela Murphy served as a reviewer of Student Posters at the 2025
Statewide Aging and Alzheimer’s Disease Research Symposium held in
Columbia on October 9-10.

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was interviewed by “Partnership for Public Service” on
the impact of termination of NIH grants to support minority students and
programs.

Dr. Angela Murphy and Dr. Avery Dingle were invited by the Provost to serve on
the School of Medicine, Dean Search Committee.



Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti and Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti authored the Convo publication
titled, “How pollution and the microbiome interact with Tregs, the immune system
regulators whose discovery was honored with the Nobel Prize”, Oct 10, 2025.

Dr. Brandon Busbee and Dr. Angela Murphy Co-Chair the newly formed PMI
Curriculum Committee.

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti contributed to the article in The Hill titled, “Minority health
researchers walk tightrope amid NIH funding cuts” Nov 8, 2025.

“Which Anti-Inflammatory Supplements Actually Work?” was the title of the
publication by Lori Youmshajekian, Scientific American Magazine Nov 2025
issue. Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was a contributor to the article.

Dr. Angela Murphy is serving as a mentor to junior faculty in the PROPEL
program.
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Dr. Angela Murphy presented/led several talks at the Metabolic Dysregulation
Obesity Cancer (MeDOC) Consortium Meeting, Memphis, TN, October 27-29,
2025, including:
¢ Anti-inflammatory dietary input and obesity-associated colorectal cancer
e Benefits of an anti-inflammatory diet on biomarkers associated with
metabolic dysregulation: dependent on or independent of a reduction in
calories?

¢ Manuscript and Project Development Session
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