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Honors & Awards

Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti, who has had an illustrious academic and
leadership career, has stepped down after 20 years of continuously
serving as the Chair of the Department of Pathology, Microbiology
and Immunology. During her tenure as Chair, the department’s
annual NIH funding rose from $600K to as high as $9 million/year, and
the departmental NIH ranking rose from 81 to as high as 15" among
all the Pathology departments in the nation. During this time, she
attracted >$60 million in extramural funding as PI/MPl including 2 NIH
Center grants (Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine as well as COBRE), 11
RO1 grants, a VA Merit Award, as well as several equipment and infrastructure grants from
NIH, VA and DOE. She also mentored over 100 doctoral students, postdoctoral fellows and
junior faculty. She was elected as the President of Association of Medical School
Microbiology and Immunology Chairs. She was recognized as among the world’s top 2% of
scientists by Stanford/Elsevier in 2025, similar to prior years. She has also won numerous
national awards including Vos Career Award from the Society of Toxicology. Dr. Nagarkatti
will continue to serve as the SmartState Endowed Chair, Carolina Distinguished Professor,
and Co-Director of NIH COBRE.

Welcome to Dr. Frank Berger!! Dr. Berger joins us as the Interim Chair
in the Department of Pathology, Microbiology, and Immunology. He
also holds positions as Senior Consultant in the School of Medicine
and Research & Outreach Liaison within the McCasland College of Arts
and Sciences. Dr. Berger obtained a BA in Biology in 1969 at SUNY
Buffalo and a PhD in Biochemistry at Purdue University in 1974. He
conducted postdoctoral studies in molecular genetics at Cornell
University and at Roswell Park Memorial Institute. Between 1986 and
2018, he was Professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at USC, during which time
he was appointed as George H. Bunch Sr. Chair of Science and supervised a research
program funded primarily by the NIH. He served as Department Chair from 1996 - 2002 and
was founding Director of the university’s Center for Colon Cancer Research from 2002 -
2018. In 2018, Dr. Berger closed his research laboratory, retired from the tenured faculty,
and was appointed George H. Bunch Sr. Chair Emeritus. We’re happy to have Dr. Berger join
the department!




Congratulations to Dr. loulia Chatzistamou, MD, PhD, Pathologist in the
Department of Pathology, Microbiology, and Immunology, on her
promotion to Clinical Professor.

Dr. Kandy Velazquez, PhD, faculty member in
the Department of Pathology, Microbiology, and
Immunology, has been awarded tenure and promoted to Associate
Professor. Congratulations, Dr. Velazquez!

Chloe Weyer-Nichols received a 3-year NIH (NIAID) F31 Predoctoral
Fellowship Award on the Mechanisms of Pathogenesis in Staphylococcal
Enterotoxin B-Induced Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome under the
mentorship of Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti and Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti.

Hamida H, a Fulbright doctoral student in the Nagarkatti ; e
lab, was elected to serve as the 2025-2026 Graduate [ ' :
Student Representative for the Mechanisms Specialty
Section of the Society of Toxicology (SOT).

Dr. Carole Oskeritzian has been awarded an NIH R21 Grant from the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) for her project titled “Unraveling FceRI-independent
regulation of mast cell functions by the ITCH ubiquitin ligase.” The two-year award totals
$409,750 and runs from August 6, 2025, through July 31, 2027. Dr. Oskeritzian serves as
Lead Principal Investigator (Pl), and Dr. Lydia Matesic (Department of Biological Sciences,
USC McCausland College of Arts & Sciences) serves as Multi-Principal Investigator (MPI).

As President and Chief Administrative Officer of the South Carolina Academy of Science,
Dr. Carole Oskeritzian was invited to the National Association of Academies of Science
Annual Assembly of Delegates Meeting held virtually on May 2.


https://www.toxicology.org/groups/ss/Mechanisms/officers.asp

Drs. Jason Kubinak and Angela Murphy received a 64K Pilot Project Award from the National
Cancer Institute entitled: Meet the FALCs: Understanding the role of B cells in obesity
associated colorectal cancer. This work is in collaboration with the University of Utah and
NCI’s MeDOC Consortium.

Dr. Angela Murphy and colleagues were invited to write a comment article on GLP-1
receptor antagonists and cancer risk for Nature Reviews Cancer (IF = 66).

Recognized as a Lifetime Top Scholar by ScholarGPS®, Meta Analytics LLC, Dr. Carole
Oskeritzian was ranked # 135 and top 0.5% of all scholars worldwide based on her
accomplishments, notable quality of scholarly contributions and impact of her work on
Mast Cell Research.

Drs. Jason Kubinak and Angela Murphy along with Susan Steck (ASPH) and Lorne Hofseth
(COP) were selected by the VPR’s office to submit the next COBRE application from USC.
Their COBRE application will focus on Host-Microbe Interactions and will be submitted to
NIGMS in September 2026.

Congratulations to Dr. Shanieka Staley on successfully defending her dissertation on Friday,
August 29, 2025, entitled “Sex-Dependent Modulation of Colitis and Acute Respiratory
Distress Syndrome by Bacteroides acidifaciens.” Dr. Staley was mentored by Dr. Brandon
Busbee and Dr. Kiesha Wilson.

News & Updates

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti chaired NIH Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel, ZRG1 MBBC-
Q (55) for COBRE 1 Grant Applications; 07/22/2025 - 07/23/2025.

Dr. Carole Oskeritzian served as a grant reviewer for the NIH/NIAID Immune Mechanisms of
Hypersensitivity and Allergy (IMHA) - ZRG1 IMHA-B (01) Q Study Section (R01s and R21s
applications), May 1 - Virtual meeting.

Dr. Velazquez served as a scientific reviewer for the NIH. ZRG1 MSOS-E 05M Special
Emphasis Panel - Skeletal Muscle Biology and Exercise Physiology and Musculoskeletal
Rehabilitation Sciences, May 2, 2025.

Dr. Veldzquez served as a scientific reviewer for the NIH. ZRG1-MS0S-D10, Small Business:
Musculoskeletal, Oral, Osteoarthritis, and Dermatology, June 26-27, 2025.

Dr. Taylor Carter, a postdoctoral fellow in the Nagarkatti lab served on the State of
Washington Liquor and Cannabis Board’s Research Roundtable, providing scientific
insights to guide cannabis research and policy initiatives.

Dr. Carole Oskeritzian was invited to serve as a Session Chair and Panelist at the 2025
Annual Career Development Workshop organized by the South Carolina IDeA Networks of
Biomedical Research Excellence (SC INBRE) held on June 23 in Columbia, SC.



Dr. Carole Oskeritzian chaired the Allergy session of the 19" International Congress of
Immunology, Vienna, Austria, August 17-22.

Dr. Angela Murphy was invited to serve as a Panelist for the NIH-based Mock Study Section
Session at the 2025 Annual Career Development Workshop organized by the South Carolina
IDeA Networks of Biomedical Research Excellence (SC INBRE) held on June 23 in
Columbia, SC.

Dr. Carole Oskeritzian served as a grant reviewer for the South Carolina IDeA Networks of
Biomedical Research Excellence (SC INBRE) Developmental Research Project (DRP)
program.

Dr. Angela Murphy served as a reviewer of internal grants for submission to the Mathers
Foundation.

Hamida H. serves on the Society of Toxicology (SOT) Graduate
Student Leadership Committee (GSLC), where she is involved in
g2 developing opportunities and organizing events and activities to

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was interviewed and cited by Bryn Nelson, in an article titled, “The
hidden costs of clinical trials” published by the American Cancer Society Journal on how
cuts to NIH indirect costs (IDCs) will impact patients enrolled in clinical trials. This article
also extensively highlights the interview with Dr. Nagarkatti on how these cuts impact all
states but Red States disproportionately.

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was interviewed and cited in an article published in Science titled,
“Large study of scientists who move their labs reveals how location drives productivity” by
Katie Langin

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was interviewed for Veja, the leading weekly news publication in
Brazil on a news piece on the impacts of Trump's policies on the health system in the US
and worldwide.

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was interviewed and cited extensively by Jessica Holdman, a
reporter for an article published in SC Daily Gazette entitled, “How cancelled National
Institutes of Health grants are impacting SC college students”; Aug 28, 2025.


https://www.toxicology.org/groups/gs/graduates.asp
https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/cncy.70021
https://www.science.org/content/article/large-study-scientists-who-move-their-labs-reveals-how-location-drives-productivity
https://www.science.org/content/article/large-study-scientists-who-move-their-labs-reveals-how-location-drives-productivity
https://scdailygazette.com/2025/08/28/how-cancelled-national-institutes-of-health-grants-are-impacting-sc-college-students/
https://scdailygazette.com/2025/08/28/how-cancelled-national-institutes-of-health-grants-are-impacting-sc-college-students/

Varshitha Reddy Karvetti and Diego Villafane Ortiz, first-year PhD
students, joined Dr. Veldzquez's lab for their dissertation work.

Mansi Upadhyay, 2" year PhD student, joined the laboratory of Angela Murphy for her
dissertation work.

Cole Espinosa, a Pre-Med track rising senior majoring in Biochemistry at USC Honors
College, joined the Oskeritzian Lab on August 27. Cole will assist with the atopic dermatitis
and skin inflammation molecular studies. Welcome, Cole!

Publications

Gao J, Li Y, Guan X, Mohammed Z, Gomez G, Hui Y, Zhao D, Oskeritzian CA, Huang H. IL-33
priming and antigenic stimulation synergistically promote the transcription of
proinflammatory cytokine and chemokine genes in mast cells. American Association of
Immunologists, IMMUNOLOGY2025, Honolulu, HI, May 3-8, 2025.

Williams J, Staley S, Oxendine S, Nagarkatti PS, Nagarkatti M, Wilson K. Epigenetic
Regulation of Immune Cells in Staphylococcal Enterotoxin B-induced ARDS. American
Association of Immunologists. IMMUNOLOGY2025, Honolulu, HI, May 3-8, 2025.

Oxendine S, Staley S, Williams J, Nagarkatti M, Nagarkatti PS, Oskertizian C, Wilson K.
Kynurenic Acid Modulates Inflammatory Responses in Disease and Severity in
Streptococcus pneumoniae-Induced ARDS. American Association of Immunologists,
IMMUNOLOGY2025, Honolulu, HI, May 3-8, 2025.

Mauya Z, Jean-Louis A, Carter T, Nagarkatti PS, Nagarkatti M, Wilson K. Staphylococcal
Enterotoxin-B (SEB) and Cannabidiol (CBD) effect on Alveolar Macrophage Functioning in
Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome. American Association of Immunologists,
IMMUNOLOGY2025, Honolulu, HI, May 3-8, 2025.

Carlucci CD, Hui Y, Gandy H, Kunkel D, Oxendine S, Madden MD, Robida PA, Chumanevich
AP, Nagarkatti P, Nagarkatti M, Oskeritzian CA. What lies beneath? Molecular mechanisms
of resveratrol actions on skin inflammation and mast cell signalling. The 19" International
Congress of Immunology, Vienna, Austria, August 17-22.

Halder, U., Kakar, K, Wilson, K., Carter, T, Weyer, C., Yang, X., Mohammed, A, Zhong, Y.,
Kaul, M., Nagarkatti, P. and Nagarkatti M. Delta-9-THC abrogates neurodegeneration by
regulating microbial dysbiosis in transgenic mice expressing gp120 of HIV-1. American
Association of Immunologists, IMMUNOLOGY2025, Honolulu, HI, May 3-8, 2025.



Palrasu, M., Marudamuthu, A, Kakar, K., Hamida, H., Thada, S., Gupta, R., Carter, T., Zhong,
Y., Saxena, A., Yang, X., Singh, NP, Busbee, PB, Li, J., Garcia-Buitrago, M., Nagarkatti, M. Ahr-
dependent induction of b-defensin 1 in colonic epithelial cells regulates cross-talk between
gut microbiota and immune response leading to attenuation of colitis. American
Association of Immunologists, IMMUNOLOGY2025, Honolulu, HI, May 3-8, 2025.

Presentations

Williams JE, Mauya Z, Walkup V, Adderley S, Evans C and Wilson K. Epigenetic Regulation
of Neutrophils in ARDS. Cells. 2025 14(15), p.1151.
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