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Honors & Awards    
 
Prakash Nagarkatti, PhD, has won the prestigious award of “Distinguished Toxicology Scholar Award”.  He will be honored at the 
2022 Awards ceremony at the in-person Society of Toxicology (SOT) Annual meeting, March 27, 2022, San Diego, CA.  
 
Muthanna Sultan, PhD, (Nagarkatti lab) was recognized by Office of the Vice President for Research as a 2022 Breakthrough 
Graduate Scholar. Muthanna was one of 15 graduate students recognized for the outstanding research contributions he has made 
to his field while a student at UofSC. It is wonderful to have our students recognized for the amazing work they do! 
 
Muthanna Sultan (Nagarkatti lab) successfully defended his dissertation titled “The endocannabinoid, anandamide modulates the 
immune functions through regulation of microRNA and microbiome to suppress acute respiratory distress syndrome" on October 5, 
2021.  He graduated and received his Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences on December 13, 2021.   Muthanna has joined Dr. Mitzi 
Nagarkatti’s lab as a postdoctoral fellow.  
 
Muthanna Sultan, PhD, (Nagarkatti lab) was honored with the International Graduate student Achievement Award 2021.  This honor 
was awarded by International Student Service-University of South Carolina in recognition of his contribution that has enriched our 
campus and expanded the international focus at the University of South Carolina. 
 
Ms. Khadija Kakar, one of the Fulbright students (Nagarkatti lab) has been selected from UofSC to attend a ceremony and reception 
in Washington, DC for Bono, U2 lead singer and co-founder of ONE and (RED) who is going to be awarded the Fulbright Prize for 
International Understanding on March 31, 2022.  Khadija hails from Pakistan and has been doing charitable work using her personal 
funds for >8years to fight against poverty affecting literacy and plans to build an organization towards this goal.  
 
Dr. Ioulia Chatzistamou served as a member of the Biomedical Sciences Certificate Task Force (Aug-Sept 2021). 
 
Dr. Nadia Al-Sammarraie, Postdoctoral Fellow in Dr. Ray’s laboratory, received the Young Investigator Educational Enhancement 
(YIEE) award of the American Society for Neurochemistry (ASN) and made two presentations in the 2021 Annual Virtual Meeting of 
the ASN. 
 
Dr. Carole Oskeritzian was recognized as MVP (Most Valuable Professor) by Kayla Manning, M.S., together with the Gamecocks 
Women’s Volleyball Team, for her dedication to UofSC and UofSC student-athletes during the Faculty & Staff Appreciation night on 
October 8. 
 
Chandani Mitchell (Busbee lab) received a SPARC Award from the Office of the Vice President for Research.  Chandai’s project is 
titled “Role of AhR in IL-22 secretion by Rorc-expressing cells during indole-3-carbinol treatment of colitis”.  
 
  

News & Updates 
 
Dr. Angela Murphy served as a reviewer for NIH/NCI Transition to Independence (K99/R00) awards on October 20-21, 2021. 
 
A warm welcome to Deepak Bhere a new tenure-track faculty member to PMI.   
 
Dr. Swapan Ray served as a member of the Advisory Council for the Lexington School District Two (Lex2) Innovation Center and 
attended its Fall Advisory Council Meeting on October 22, 2021. 
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With UofSC Women in Science and Medicine (WISaM) Co-Chair Kinsey Meggett and sub-committee members, Dr. Oskeritzian 
organized and facilitated a virtual seminar featuring Kari-Claudia Allen, MD, entitled “Women of Color in Medicine”, an event held on 
September 24 that was attended by over 110 participants. 
 
Dr. John W. Fuseler, Imaging Expert in the Oskeritzian lab since March 2015, retired on December 17 after 16 years at UofSC 
SOM. A farewell “drop-in” was held to honor him on December 9, gathering many SOM Faculty and Staff. We wish John all the best! 
  
Together with members of the leadership team, Dr. Carole Oskeritzian served as a panelist for the second-round interviews for the 
position of UofSC SOMC Director of Communications & Marketing. 
 
With UofSC WISaM Co-Chair Kinsey Meggett and sub-committee members, Dr. Carole Oskeritzian organized and facilitated the 
inaugural Career and Professional Development Student Workshop, held virtually on October 13. Panelists invited to the discussion 
were Heather Brown, MD, Annette Rauch, PA and Jessica Sido, PhD. Topics included “How to build a career you will still love in 30 
years”, “Female providers: not the nurse, not the doctor” and “Starting a start-up: what I wish someone had told me”.  Dr. Jessica 
Sido was an alumna from Dr. Nagarkatti’s lab. 
 
Dr. Carole Oskeritzian was selected to serve as a member of the selection committee for the 2022 SC Governor’s Awards for 
Excellence in Science. Dr. Oskeritzian will co-chair the selection committee with Dr. Michele Harmon (UofSC Aiken) starting in 
2023. 
 
Elizabeth Caulder, PMI business manager, taught the GRANT Certificate Program, Pre-Award Class on October 6, 2021.  The 
GRANT Certificate Program, sponsored by the Office of the Vice President for Research, offers research administrators a 
foundational grant life-cycle education. The program provides an overview of the grant life cycle, from pre-award to post-award, 
taught by subject matter experts from across campus. 
 
Dr. Ioulia Chatzistamou was a member of the interview panel that met virtually with the candidates for the position for the Associate 
Dean of Undergraduate Medical Education for the UofSC School of Medicine Columbia (Sept-Oct 2021). 
 
Dr. Swapan Ray participated as a Scientist Reviewer in the Pediatric Adolescents and Young Adults-Sarcomas (PAYA-S) Review 
Panel of the Peer Reviewed Cancer Research Program (PRCRP) of the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs 
(CDMRP), US Department of Defense, November 9 and 10, 2021. 
 
Dr. Catroppo served as Co-Block Director for the inaugural UofSC SOM integrated organ system-based M2 curriculum General 
Principles block as well as for the Musculoskeletal System block for the Fall 2021 semester. 
 
Dr. Catroppo attended the University of South Carolina Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE) workshop “PowerPoint Tools and 
Techniques: Helping Faculty Create Effective Presentations” on September 9, 2021. 
 
Dr. Catroppo attended the University of South Carolina Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE) workshop “Dealing with Student 
Absences” on December 1, 2021. 
 

On September 9, 2021, the Medical Student Interest Group for Pathology offered a noon talk by 
interest group faculty advisor Dr. James Catroppo on “The Doctor’s Doctor: The Role Of The 
Pathologist In Healthcare” in the M2 Classroom. M2 students Ms. Maelee Williamson and Ms. 
Megan Martin organized the event and were introduced as class officers for the interest group for 
the 2021-2022 Academic Year. Given COVID restrictions on food in the classroom, $10 Starbucks 
gift cards – purchased with grant funds awarded to our pathology interest group through the 
Margaret Grimes Medical Student Interest Group Grant Program under the auspices of the 
Intersociety Council for Pathology Information (ICPI) – were distributed to all attendees in lieu of 
boxed lunches. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On October 11, 2021, the Medical Student Interest Group for Pathology offered a noon talk by Dr. Robert Startz on “A Career as A 
Pathologist” in the M2 Classroom. Given COVID restrictions on food in the classroom, $10 Starbucks gift cards were distributed to 
all attendees in lieu of boxed lunches. 
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Robert Startz, MD, was an invited guest speaker where he presented two virtual lectures on” Diseases of Famous People” to first 
year students at North Dakota State University in Fargo, November 2-4, 2021. 
 

PMI Department was finally able to hold the in-person PMI Annual 
Recognition & Appreciation Celebration, Friday, October 29, 2021 at Clinton 
Sease Farms & Corn Maze.  All were able to share in congratulating our 
students and faculty for their many awards and celebrations this past year.    
It was fun to see all in costumes. 
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