
 

 Dr. Carole Oskeritzian recently joined the PMI Department as an Assistant Professor.  She is the recipient of a new NIH/
NIAID RO1 grant entitled, "Mast Cell S1P receptor 2 in the initiation and progression of chronic inflammation."  This 
$1.3 Million dollar grant will be funded over the next  four years.  Please join us in welcoming her and feel free to visit the 
PMI Webpage to learn more about her research & publications!!!! 

 Based on the 2011 NIH funding rankings, our department is ranked 35th among Departments of Pathology and 40th 
among Departments of Microbiology & Immunology nationally.  This is an improvement from 81st and 91st among Depart-
ments of Pathology and Departments of Microbiology & Immunology, respectively, since 2004.   This is reflective on an 
increase in annual departmental funding for research from ~$600,000 in 2004 to ~$6million in 2011.  

 Dr. Michael Rouse, from Drs. Mitzi & Prakash Nagarkatti’s Lab, successfully defended his research work entitled “The  
Effects of Immunomodulatory agents  on the development of Experimental Autoimmune encephalomyelitis”.  He will be   
joining the National Institute of Aging (NIH) as a Post Doctoral Fellow.   

 Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti and Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti have been awarded a 5-year National Institutes of Health (NIH) Center of 
Biomedical Research Excellence (COBRE) grant entitled Center for Dietary Supplements and Inflammation for $10.1 mil-
lion.  The grant will provide support to junior faculty, Drs. Angela Murphy (Dept. of Pathology, Microbiology and Immunol-
ogy), Melissa Moss (Dept. of Chemical Engineering), Daping Fan (Dept. of Cell Biology and Anatomy) and Taixing Cui (Dept. 
of Cell Biology and Anatomy).  The interdisciplinary center will help in the recruitment and training of at least 16 faculty 
members encompassing six different schools and colleges at USC, including the School of Medicine, the Arnold School of 
Public Health, the College of Arts and Sciences, the College of Engineering and Computing, the College of Pharmacy and 
the College of Nursing.   

 The Nyland lab has received a subaward on an NIH P60 grant with MUSC: MCRC for Rheumatic Diseases in African Ameri-
cans. 

 Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti Chaired the NIH Study Section on “Mechanistic Research on CAM Natural Products (R01)” held at 
Washington, DC on July 18-20, 2012.  

 Dr. Nyland has been asked to serve as the Women’s Health Research Forum Scientific Committee Chairperson.  Please 
save the date for the 2012 meeting (November 2nd) - it’s free and a great opportunity to network at USC! For more infor-
mation check out http://whrf.med.sc.edu/index.asp 

 Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti served on the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Brain Disorders and Clinical Neurosciences Special 
Emphasis Panel reviewing grants of regular members of study sections mainly Clinical Neuroimmunology and Brain Tu-
mors Study Section. 

 Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was invited to serve on a Review Panel by the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences 
(NCATS) in Aug, 2012. The National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS), NIH, has launched a pilot pro-
gram for discovering new therapeutic uses for existing molecules applicable across a broad range of human dis-
eases.  This innovative program will involve agents and associated data from pharmaceutical company partners with the 
best ideas for new therapeutic uses from the biomedical research community.   
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News & Updates Continued..  

 Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti serves as a regular member of the Integrative and Clinical Endocrinol-
ogy and Reproduction Study Section of the NIH.  He served on this review panel in June, 
2012. 

 Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti served on the Veterans Administration Biomedical Laboratory R & D/
Clinical Sciences R & D Neurobiology C Merit Grant Review Panel in June 2012.  

 Dr. Ikbal Abbas, Assistant Professor from Baghdad University is spending a year in Dr. Mitzi 
Nagarkatti’s lab supported through the Iraqi Scholar Rescue Fund. 

 Laurie Ackora and Marie-Alix Pommier, students from the Universite d’Auvergne, France spent 
the summer pursuing research in Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti’s lab. 

 Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti has been invited to serve on the Department of Defense Congressionally 
Directed Medical Research Program, Clinical and Experimental Therapeutics-2 Peer Review 
Panel for the Prostate Cancer Research Program.     

 Carol Venning, a student at Midlands Technical College and Contessica McKinney a USC stu-
dent, completed a South Carolina Alliance for Minority Participation (SC-AMP) undergraduate 
research program in the laboratories of Dr. Angela Murphy  & Dr. Ashok Chauhan this sum-
mer.  This program was supported by the Office of the Vice President for Research and is de-
signed to increase minorities in STEM through research experiences. 

 Dr. Mitzi Nagarkatti has been invited to serve on the National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences (NIEHS) Centers for Children's Environmental Health and Disease Prevention 
Research Review Committee for evaluating the joint program between NIEHS and National 
Center for Environmental Research of the Environmental Protection Agency.   

 Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was selected to Chair a State-wide Task Force to develop Science and 
Technology plan.   

 Christian Graves, a former SC INBRE undergraduate research fellow at Winthrop University, 
has joined Dr. Lucia Pirisi-Creek’s laboratory following two years of research at the NIH. 

 Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti was selected to serve for a 3 year term as a member of the National 
Panel for Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) in Aug 2012.  It is part of 
US EPA and provides EPA with the oversight on the sale, use and toxicity of pesticides.    

 A major component of the Administrative Core of SC INBRE, a center that is directed by Dr. 
Lucia Pirisi-Creek, has moved into our Department. 

Reminder: 

If you are interested in submitting 
news/updates from your lab,           
recent publications, & presentations 
for the upcoming PMI Newsletter… 
Please send  all details                       
to Chakira  Hogan at 
chakira.hogan@uscmed.sc.edu Thank 
you for your contributions! 
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