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Fairway

By Michael Niedzwiecki-Castile

ON PAR: Dodd Ferrelle Jr. swings his club and launches the golf ball far into the driving range. “Even though he was playing at a really high level, he has a standard for himself 
and when he’s not meeting it he gets frustrated. So I think that’s what he learned last year, how to handle some of that adversity. It didn’t look like adversity to me. It looked 
like he was still playing better than any freshman I’ve ever seen. But to him, he knew he could do better,” Coach Brandt Hacker said. Photo by Isabella Morgan.
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D odd Ferrelle cuts quite an unassuming 
!gure. Tall, lithe, composed and calm, 
he exudes an aura of humble con!dence. 

His hat might be the only thing that gives away 
his passion. Perched atop closely cropped, sandy 
blonde hair, the Titleist logo shines out, marking 
his passion for an 18-hole walk. “Golf is a good 
walk spoiled,” the old adage goes, but for Ferrelle, 
that couldn’t be further from the truth. He’s been 
playing golf for as long as he can remember. 
     “"e !rst time I picked up plastic clubs, I was 
1. My dad played golf and then all my dad’s family 
played golf, so he got me into it,” Ferelle said. 
“Every year we would take a week-long vacation to 
Richard B. Russell State Park. "ey have a nice golf 
course and that’s when I !rst played golf.” 
      Ferrelle has always been a standout. His father, 
Dodd Ferrelle senior, reminisces fondly about !rst 
watching his son learn the game. 
“By the time he was 5 or 6, I could see his swing 
developing and that’s when I cut out a little golf 
hole in our side yard. "at’s where he learned the 
game. It was his swing in our back yard that made 
me think he was a special golfer,” Ferrelle Sr. said. 
     Ferrelle Jr. entered his !rst tournament at the 
age of 7, just two years a#er he began practicing 
seriously. 
     “A few tournaments later, I got a hole in one. 
I think my dad and my caddy were more excited 
than I was,” Ferrelle Jr. said.
     Since then, there’s been no looking back. 
Ferrelle became one of the !ercest competitors in 
the junior national golf scene, competing inde-
pendently in tournaments until joining the Cedar 
Shoals golf team during his !nal year at Coile 
Middle School. Before then, he was almost entirely 
self-taught. 
“His dad reached out saying, ‘Hey, I’ve got this 
eighth grade son who loves golf, I don’t know if 
you have any kind of JV team or if you can practice 
with the guys, but we’d love to be involved,’” former 

Cedar golf coach Brandt Hacker said. “He was al-
ready more experienced than all of us. As an eighth 
grader, he knew what he was doing in a way that 
most of our crew did not.”
     Ferrelle joined the Cedar Shoals golf team as its 
only junior varsity member during his !nal year 
at Coile. Until that point, the team had been com-
posed of students who had never previously played 
or had only sparse exposure to the game. Ferrelle 
brought a wealth of knowledge and experience 
to the team, even as its youngest member, and he 
appreciated the laid-back environment the team 
fostered while still improving his game. 
     “We wanted to get better each year and enjoy 
doing it, and while he’s certainly got some big 
individual goals, I think he was able to just kind 
of slide right into our norms and just have some 
fun with it,” Hacker said. “Once he got to know 
everybody, he realized that we were a goofy 
group. He’s got a good sense of humor 
about him.”
     Ferelle’s teammates echo Hacker’s 
sentiments. Alex Holland, a senior 
and fellow member of the team, 
credits Ferrelle’s ambition and 
attitude for the team’s fast rise in 
competition.
     “Dodd is someone who doesn’t 
accept anything other than his best. 
"ere’s been countless times where 
the rest of the team think he’s played 
well but he still sees all the areas he can 
improve,” Holland said. “Dodd just loves to see 
other people succeed. He’s constantly helping us 
to be better golfers and raising the bar for the 
whole team.” 
     Ferrelle has competed both for the 
school and in individual competitions, 
and has received numerous accolades and 
admirable placings at tournaments over 
the years. "ese include being named 

North American Junior Golf ’s Player of the Year 
in his age group in 2018, 2020 and 2021, podium 
placings in 54 of 64 tour appearances, securing !rst 
place in 27 of those appearances, and most recently 
taking home the 2021 NAJG Tour Championship. 
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SWINGING AWAY: During an afternoon practice, Dodd Ferrelle Jr. watches as his golf ball is shot into the air 
after a swing. “I try to stay out of his way at this point. And I try to keep the game fun for him. He’s still 
young and it’s a difficult grind. COVID has been difficult on all young students and Dodd has had difficult 
times, but he pulls through and I’m super proud of him for that,” Dodd Ferrelle Sr. said. Photo by Isabella 
Morgan.

Holland has an intimate view into the work it takes 
for one to get to that level. Countless hours of 
practice create fond memories a#er the day’s work 
is done. 
     “My favorite memory of Dodd was the !rst time 
we ever played together. It was the second hole at 
the country club, and we watched this little eighth 
grader walk up and drive a ball about six inches 
away from a hole in one. We were all like ‘Holy 
crap he’s good,’” Holland said. 
     "ough he is only now a sophomore, Ferelle has 
dreams of making it on tour and has recognized 
that he has a better chance of doing so if he plays in 
junior tournaments outside of school.
     “My dad talked to somebody that is a college 
recruiter at the state championship last year, and 
they said that the sophomore to junior years are 
when you really want to prove yourself. "at’s when 
colleges will start looking at you,” Ferrelle said. “But 
school is one of the least likely ways to get on tour. 
You’ll play junior tournaments and you’ll get spon-
sorship exemption types that let you play a couple 
of tournaments on tour.” 
While the future looks bright, it hasn’t come 
without a few annoyances. Ferrelle himself cites a 
recent growth spurt as a point of frustration with 
his game. Golfers’ swings are dependent on their 
height, so di$erent heights and body types require 
subtle changes in one’s swing. 
     “I was the short kid in middle school. "en 
COVID hit and I grew like !ve inches when we 
were in quarantine, and I didn’t really play much 
golf. I wasn’t used to being !ve inches taller, and I 
was hitting the ball all over the place,” Ferrelle said. 
“Since then, I’ve grown about six more inches, so 
growing has really put me o$ my game.”
     "e age divisions of the junior tours have also 
presented Ferrelle with challenges to overcome, 
!nding himself o#en on the youngest end of 
each division. Typically, the oldest golfers in each 
division o#en have physical and experiential 
advantages. 

     “As soon as the age groups change, I’m the 
youngest again. "e age groups were supposed to 
be 16-18 and then 14-15. I was going to be 15 in 
the 14-15, but then the groups changed and I was 
15 in the 15-18. So I didn’t really win, only twice 
that year,” Ferrelle said. 
     "rough all the challenges, Ferrelle Sr. has 
been there right alongside his son and couldn’t be 
prouder.
     “I am in awe of what he has done at a young age. 
It’s not just all of the wins and accomplishments. 
He has faced the kind of adversity that golfers 
much older may never face and he has always 
persevered. Golf is a solitary sport that takes an 
immense amount of inner strength and resolve. 
His strong character has only been strengthened by 
what he has faced and overcome,” Ferrelle Sr. said. 
“I tell him before every tournament that the guy 
having the most fun wins. And I believe that’s true 
in any line of work or life in general.”
     Ferrelle continues to !nd motivation to improve 
his game and is looking towards the future of golf 
at Cedar. He hopes that he can convince others 
who may have misconceptions about the sport to 
play and enjoy it. 
     “A lot of people think golf is some easy sport 
that isn’t fun because they’ve seen it on TV, and 
admittedly watching it isn’t the most fun thing. 
But, when people get to the course and actually 
play their !rst round, they think it is pretty fun,” 
Ferelle said. “Sometimes you are just too scared to 
be called an old man for playing golf. I just !nd it 
really fun, I can’t imagine not playing golf.”


