
22 | cedarblueprints.com

Media representation is crucial 
for young LGBTQ+ people 
when attempting to !nd their 

identity and acceptance. In February, 
"e Cedar Shoals library adopted an 
LGBTQ+ romance section in hopes of 
shaping a safe space for students and 
sta#. 
     Media specialist Megan Ogden says 
the variety of books with LGBTQ+ 
characters in the collection are meant to 
better represent the wide community of 
LGBTQ+ students and to educate all of 
the Cedar Shoals population.
     “LGBTQ representation is on a rise in 
literature in general. It’s always been part 
of our mission statement to make sure 
that we represent everyone,” Odgen said. 
“It’s really important to us to make sure 
not only do we have books that represent 
all of our students, but books so that 
if you don’t understand a particular 
group of people, you have an oppor-
tunity to experience that.” 
     Media specialists curated 
the section to represent 
and include members of 
the Cedar community 
and inspire schools 
and libraries across 
the country to do the 
same. 
      Junior Ash Plak-
sin, who identi!es 
as nonbinary and 
queer, feels that 
media repre-

sentation is important for all students. 
      “Not having the section is !ne, but 
having one is more celebratory and I 
think it’s a good thing. I think it will help 
other kids be like ‘Hey, they have the 
whole LGBTQ+ section,’ and also might 
encourage them to !nd more books that 
include characters like them,” Plaksin 
said. 
      With LGBTQ+ representation 
increasing, non-LGBTQ+ people being 
exposed to LGBTQ+ characters in books 
and !lm are more likely to be accepting 
to the community in their everyday lives, 
according to a study published by Glaad.
org. 
      Senior Mattie Johnson says repre-

sentation is crucial in helping LGBTQ+ 
youth to discover parts of themselves 
while providing a sense of safety at 
school.
      “High school is a very important time 
for growth and realizing who you are. I 
know I spend a lot of my time question-
ing my sexuality. Having something in 
the library that represents that could be 
very important for some people to help 
realize who they are,” Johnson said. “A 
bunch of kids who are LGBTQ+ may not 
be in a situation where it’s socially accept-
ed. "ey might not be in a safe situation 
where if they do come out, they could be 
in danger. Representation will show them 
that it’s not a bad thing and it’ll make 

them feel less alone.”
     Plaksin feels that books 
in the genre have helped 

them to !nd and 
explore their 
identity. 
      “Seeing 
yourself in the 
media helps 
solidify that 
it’s okay, and 
it also helps 
spread 
awareness 
for kids 
who may 
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GOOD READ: Junior Ash Plaksin sits in the library in front of the new LGBTQ+ romance section reading “Wayward Son” by Rainbow Rowell. 
“There’s a lot of people that are already homophobic and are pushing that onto libraries and schools, which is really damaging for queer kids,” 
Plaksin said. Photo by Isabella Morgan. 

be struggling with 
their identity,” 
Plaksin said. “I 
just enjoy reading 
them (LGBTQ+ 
romances) because 
most books are 
straight romances 
and it’s nice to 
be represented, 
especially when 
there’s nonbinary 
characters. I can 
be like, ‘Yeah that’s 
me, cool!’” 
     Even though 
the section has not 
received any back-
lash or requests of 
removal since its 
creation, there are 
still critiques from 
students reading 
the books. 
     “"ere’s not 
enough. It needs to be focused on queer 
writers writing similar stories to their 
own, because it’s great that straight writ-
ers are including gay romances, but they 
haven’t had those experiences and so it’s 
always nice to see queer or trans authors,” 
Plaksin said. 
      Tara Stuart, English department, 
attempts to show her support through 
decorating her classroom with LGBTQ+ 
$ags and stickers, as well as creating 
an LGBTQ+ library of her own. Most 
importantly, she says it’s important for 
her to talk about her identity and family 
life in hopes of becoming a safe place for 
her students. 
     “Representation is really important. 
I’m gay and I come out to my classes on 
the !rst day of school. It’s really im-
portant to me to show them a picture 
of me and my wife at our wedding and 
normalize it. When I was in high school, 
there were certainly no out adults in the 
building,” Stuart said. “I think it’s really 
important for kids to be able to see rep-
resentation of people who maybe are like 
them or like family members of theirs so 
that it does feel normal and like they’re 
accepted.”
     Previously, Stuart worked to help stu-
dents run a Genders and Sexualities Alli-
ance Club consisting of both members of 
the LGBTQ+ community and allies. "e 

purpose was to give people a safe place to 
talk as well as working to end homopho-
bia and transphobia. 
     “I sponsored essentially a GSA at 
the last school that I worked at. "ere 
was nothing like that in Winder before. 
A big part of me doing that was trying 
to normalize being queer. I got a grant 
to buy a bunch of books, so I got to go 
through and pick like 50 books to put in 
my library as well,” Stuart said. 
     Part of creating an LGBTQ+ romance 
speci!c section in the library is helping 
to make books within the category more 
accessible to students who may not be 
comfortable asking for them. 
     “One of our jobs as librarians is to 
make it easier for students to !nd books 
in all di#erent types of genres. We want 
to make sure that those are easily acces-
sible because a lot of times we’ve had 
students request LGBTQ+ speci!c books 
and sometimes a student might not want 
to walk up to me or Mrs. (Kerry) Hogan, 
because we’re not a familiar face to them. 
We don’t want to hinder their ability, you 
can’t always look at the title or look at 
characters and initially know that this is 
going to be an LGBTQ+ book by looking 
at the cover,” Ogden said. 
     While the book collection was orga-
nized with the main goal of representing 
LGBTQ+ students, another bene!t is 

educating those who may not understand 
or relate to those peers.
     To Ogden, media specialists are re-
sponsible for helping to educate everyone 
within the school whether they identify 
as LGBTQ+ or not. 
     “I think books really help us empa-
thize with other people so I want those 
available for everyone. Not just the 
LGBTQ+ community, but for those that 
might want to understand better,” Ogden 
said.
     While Stuart does identify as queer, 
she appreciates the impact that reading 
about other sexualities or labels within 
the community has had on her aware-
ness. 
      “It’s been really insightful to read 
books about people who are nonbinary 
or transgender because that’s something 
that I personally don’t have experience 
with. When you read a book, you want it 
to be like a mirror, re$ecting some things 
about yourself so that you can connect to 
it, but it’s also really important for it to be 
kind of like a window into other peo-
ple,” Stuart said, “Ultimately, we all have 
to live in this community together and 
when someone is so di#erent from you, 
it’s helpful to be able to read a book about 
someone who is queer or nonbinary or 
transgender.”
     While the Cedar Shoals library has yet 
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      A beautiful story of two teenage boys coming to terms 
with their sexuality and love for each other, “Aristotle and 
Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe” is set in the 1980s 
and tackles the common theme that everyone is !ghting their 
own private wars. When Aristotle Mendoza and Dante Quin-
tana meet one summer they quickly become best friends. "e 
story is set in Ari’s point of view and throughout the book 
readers feel his emotions with him. Author Benjamin Alire 
Sáenz describes him as being quiet and mysterious. Dante on 
the other hand does not hesitate to share his mind or emo-
tions. "e boys endure con#icts within themselves and with 
each other as they attempt to understand their overwhelming 
feelings. "e novel is an emotional depiction of two Hispanic 
gay teenage boys falling in love with each other all while 
trying to hide it from themselves. 
-Ellie Crane

-Emma McElhannon

-Eva Lucero

     Aiden "omas’ “Cemetery Boys” follows Yadriel, a 
transgender 16 year old boy who must help the ghost of 
Julian Diaz a$er summoning him in an attempt to prove 
himself as a brujo to his Latinx family. Together they try 
to solve the mystery of Yadriel’s cousin’s murder. Along the 
way, the story explores the characters’ relationships with 
themselves, their gender, sexuality, culture and families. 
     “Cemetery Boys” depicts trans teenagers and their 
struggles both internal and external with authenticity and 
emotion. Presented in a captivating mix of mystery and 
magic and written by a trans author, “Cemetery Boys” is 
one of the most dynamic queer books.

      Burgeoning journalist Monique Grant is given the opportunity of 
a lifetime when old Hollywood icon Evelyn Hugo personally requests 
Monique write her life story. As the elusive actress tells of her journey 
from a poor Cuban girl growing up in Hell’s Kitchen to a star on the 
silver screen, secrets are unearthed about her romances, sexuality and 
an unexpected connection between her life and Monique’s.
      "e book’s nuance in regards to Evelyn’s bisexuality and the con-
#icts she faces because of it feel very real. However, in comparison to 
how well Evelyn’s queerness is discussed, the way in which the book 
handles her Hispanic background is dissapointing. Reading the book, 
it is clear that it was written by a white woman. 
      "e Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is a captivating and emo-
tional read. It’s refreshing to see a story about sapphic love in a genre 
dominated by straight romance. 

to face any controversy or backlash from 
the school community, Ogden believes 
they are prepared to deal with any de-
mands they might face. 
     “I think we have a very open com-
munity here, but that’s not to say that we 
wouldn’t or couldn’t face any backlash. 
Especially being that book bannings are 
on the rise, and right now the 
books that are the most banned 
books happen to be books that 
discuss race or books that discuss 
LGBTQ+ rights. We’re prepared to 
face any type of backlash that we 
might receive. "at’s why we have 
certain policies in place as well as 
a library committee. Part of our 
title is to be prepared to face that 
kind of stu#,” Ogden said. 
     With recent escalation of 
LGBTQ+ related book bannings, 
Johnson feels that accurate media 
representation is important in the 
education of young children to 
create more accepting adults. 
     “I feel like sexuality is some-
thing kids need to know about. 
Not in detail, but I feel like it is 
something they need to talk about 
from an early age so that they 
have more time to process it and 
realize how they feel about it. We 
already force heterosexuality on 
the kids. It’s not a bad thing to 
expose children to di#erent sexu-
alities,” Johnson said. 
     Books with LGBTQ+ char-
acters make up over 80% of the 
most challenged children’s books 
across the country.  Stuart believes 
that banning books with LGBTQ+ 
characters is detrimental to stu-
dents attempting to feel accepted. 
     “You can’t erase these stories. 
"ese people exist in the world 
and trying to straight wash is not 
healthy. It’s really hurtful to peo-
ple in the community. It’s really 
sad to think that there are still 
schools that aren’t safe, that are 
trying to ban things or keep kids 
from seeing something,” Stuart 
said.  
      Although the LGBTQ+ ro-
mance section is still fresh in the 
library since its creation in Febru-
ary, the media specialists plan to 
add many more additions creating 

a wide variety of options for those look-
ing for representation or education. 
     “It really changes how I feel about the 
school because it’s not really something 
you hear a lot about. You don’t really 
hear a bunch of schools coming up with 
LGBTQ+ sections, so it really makes 
me proud,” Johnson said. “I know it’s 

going to help a lot of people, and I know 
it’s going to help especially the younger 
students like freshmen who may be ques-
tioning their sexuality.”


