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Students put a twist on classic tales
Senior directed children’s shows showcase at Bowie and local elementary schools

Amilia Velez
Entertainment Editor

Pinocchio, Winnie the Pooh, 
and The Wizard of Oz are all 
stories that any high school 
kid can reminisce on. Bowie’s 
Starlight Theatre Company 
uses these classic tales to create 
a tradition of senior-directed 
children’s shows. 

The children’s shows ran 
from Nov. 2-6 featuring four dif-
ferent shows each night where 
seniors got the chance to show-
case their work twice through-
out this running time. Senior 
director Lucy Evans describes 
what directing a children’s show 
means to her. 

“Directing a children’s show 
is very exciting for me because I 
have watched all my directors do 
it since freshman year,” Evans 
said. “Finally being in that posi-
tion is really special for me and 
all the other directors.”

This year, 14 seniors were 
chosen to direct the children’s 
shows with each director being 
accompanied by an assistant 
director and five to ten addition-
al cast members. Several of the 
senior directors have been a part 
of the company since freshman 
year and have been waiting to fi-
nally direct a show of their own. 
For senior director Caroline 
Cullinane, directing a show is a 
special opportunity that compa-
ny members look forward to.

“Personally, [directing a 
show] feels 
like a really 
big accom-
plishment 
just because 
I’ve been 
working in 
the compa-
ny for all 
four years,” 
Cullinane 
said. “Last 
year I got to 
be assistant 
director for 
a couple of 
shows and it 
was a lot of 
fun. With that 
being said it 
feels like a big 
responsibility 
and accomplishment for me and 
I’m really proud of my show.”

The senior directors had to 
ensure that their shows were 
ready in time as they performed 
at elementary schools such as 
Mils, Cowan, and Baldwin as 
well as Bowie. Leading up to the 
shows, seniors were responsi-
ble for calling rehearsals and 
making sure their shows were 
on track for the performance. 
Almost all of the rehearsals 
were outside of school hours so 
the seniors had to put in extra 
time and work. Evans notes 
the challenges that came up in 

preparation for the performance. 
“There were a lot of things 

that came up,” Evans said. 
“Mostly dealing with time 
crunches but I had to remind 
myself that I have people to help 
me. Just by talking to my cast or 
asking my assistant director for 
help, we worked everything out 
together.”

Although the seniors all did 
shows in similar genres, the 
production and stylistic choices 
were left up to their directing 
styles. According to Cullinane, 
the shows were all diverse 
because no two people have the 
same approach when directing. 

“I would say the biggest dif-
ferences in the shows are based 
on the personality of the direc-
tor,” Cullinane said. “A lot of 
the shows are really sweet and 
classic but it’s mostly based on 
the director’s preference. I really 
enjoy over-the-top dramatic silly 
shows and because of this I tried 
to implement those elements 
into my show.”

The different styles of the 
directors are an effect of how 
they work with their cast mem-
bers. Evans knows it is crucial 
to communicate well and take 
into account the cast members’ 
feelings. 

“With my cast, I always like 
to explain what I want and let 
them try it for themselves,” Ev-
ans said. “Most of the time their 
visions will mix with mine and 

make something even 
better. For a 
director, the 
most im-
portant job 
is making 
sure your 
cast is doing 
well. Keep-
ing them in 
check but 
also making 
sure they 
are feeling 
good about 
the show is 
super im-
portant.”

After cast 
members 
auditioned, 
the direc-
tors chose 

who they wanted in their shows 
and placed them in the roles 
that they saw were the best fit. 
According to Cullinane, a team 
that has bonded and commu-
nicates well is essential for any 
production.

“I worked one-on-one and in 
a group with my cast members 
to show them what I wanted,” 
Cullinane said. “I got really 
lucky with a good cast that had 
a lot of good comedic instincts 
and they are great at listening 
to what I’ve advised them to do 
but also putting their own spin 
on it.”

The senior directors were 
also responsible for staging and 
producing the entire show with 
little to no help from the theatre 
teachers. According to Evans, 
previous children shows were a 
source of inspiration for a lot of 
the directors.

“I have learned from my past 
three directors on how to com-
municate with the cast in a way 
that’s not so demanding and 
treat them equal to me and my 
assistant director,” Evans said. 
“It makes the show move along 
much better if we are all equal.”

Throughout the year, the 
Starlight Theatre Company 
performs many different types of 
shows with some being stu-
dent-directed and others being 
teacher directed. According to 
Cullinane, these two are very 
different from each other in the 
way that student-directed shows 
create closer bonds. 

“[Student-directed shows] 
are a lot different just because 
the casts are a lot smaller,” 
Cullinane said. “Everyone is 
really close and you make a lot 
of good friendships. In a bigger 
show, it’s a lot harder to ask 
for help and you’re not really 
friends with your teachers.”

Most seniors will not have 
a chance to direct again until 
senior one-acts in the spring, 
as the company heads into re-
hearsing for the teacher-directed 
musical.

“The most rewarding part 
of directing a show is seeing 

my cast have fun,” Evans said. 
“There are a lot of stressful ele-
ments about putting on shows 
that sometimes overpower the 
fun ones, so seeing my cast en-
joy the process is very exciting 
because I want them to remem-
ber this show as something 
really fun for them. I’ve learned 
about being in a big leadership 
position by putting on a show 
myself for the first time. There 

is so much work that goes into 
that so there is a lot to handle 
but it’s very helpful for life 
lessons.”

Although the theatre compa-
ny has many new and differ-
ent projects during the year, 
children’s shows are a tradition 
that has stayed a constant for 
the organization. According to 
Cullinane, even through the 
challenges, directing a children’s 

show was a rewarding experi-
ence. 

“I hope that people continue 
to want to be senior directors 
even though it is a very 
time-consuming process, 
especially for seniors who are 
applying to college,” Cullinane 
said. “It can be a challenge to 
take on but I would really hope 
that people continue to put 
effort into it.” 

LOOKING CURIOUSLY : Amelia Cook and AJ Lee perform together in A Lonely Boys Guide to Survival. 
This show was directed by Lucas Wilcox and tells the tale of a Badger scout and his friends going on 
adventures. PHOTO BY Natalie Cullen

SHARING THE MOMENT: The cast of Stuart Little interlocks during their performance on Tuesday night. Stuart Little was directed by Ella Kul-
czar and assistant directed by Lola Dobies. PHOTO BY Natalie Cullen

Vivi  Lopez-Stern
Staff Writer

Guitar instructor Aaron Bourgeois passionate-
ly waves his baton, directing his students who sit 
up straight, guitars positioned carefully on their 
laps. The students watch Bourgeois in a state of 
deep focus as the warm sounds they create spill 
out of their instruments.

On Oct. 28, around 50 students from various 
high schools auditioned at Travis High School 
to be in the Region Guitar Ensemble. Only 22 
students were accepted after participating in the 
selective audition process. To prepare, students 
received their music a month prior to the audi-
tion. 

“When you’re playing in a room and all the 
different kids from different schools are with 
you,” junior Noah Leroux said. “The judges are 
behind a curtain so they can’t see you. Everyone 
will do the solo and then they’ll do the excerpt 
which is like a piece of music cut out.”

Bourgeois took over the position of teaching 
guitar at Bowie just this year. Despite being new 
to the job, he remained present for his students 
who auditioned for Region and helped guide them 
through the process. 

“The actual audition date was very interesting 
to me,” Bourgeois said. “Essentially every single 
student who’s auditioning goes into a room and 
unlike some of the auditions I’ve witnessed in the 
past they actually will perform their cuts while all 
the other students are in the room.”

Region hopefuls felt a mix of emotions as they 
prepared for their audition. Leroux remembers 
feeling confident that he would make the cut.

“One of the upsides [of this audition] is you 
hear everyone play you and can kind of gauge how 

well you’re gonna do,” Leroux said. “When we 
finished I thought, ‘I’m pretty sure I made it.’ I did 
better than I thought I would.”

Once the auditions concluded, students waited 
for around two hours to see if the practice they 
put in was enough to get them through into the 
final ensemble.

“It was stressful waiting,” sophomore Besa 
Carney said. “I really wanted to know what chair 
I got because I was really close to the guy who got 
first.” 

Students who made it through the audition 
process have the opportunity to perform in De-
cember after attending various rehearsals.

“We have a clinic that we do,” Carney said. 
“We get three pieces for ensemble and we each get 
our own part. After the clinic, we go for a week 
and then on one of the days later we have our 
performance and it takes the whole day because 
we also have a clinic on the same day.”

Not only do the students get to be a part of the 
performance at the end of the year, through this 
process they are also able to connect and create art 
with people they may not have otherwise crossed 
paths with.

“From a guitar standpoint its an opportunity 
to meet with kids from other schools you don’t 
usually get to play with, its like the best of the 
best from other schools”, Leroux said. It’s a good 
opportunity to be in an ensemble that’s really 
good. It has the best kids from across AISD.”

Even though not all students who audition will 
be selected, Bourgeois emphasizes the importance 
of following through with an experience like this 
one.

“I think no matter what the region process is 
one that gives you a lot of perspective,” Bourgeois 
said. “At the very least you are working, it shows 
that you are willing to finish up a project, you’re 
willing to take the time to work on something, 
learn something, and be able to try to do your best 
effort with it.” 

The passion that drives these young artists to 
pursue this instrument is something some stu-
dents may overlook. To Carney, playing the guitar 
holds a special place in her heart.

“I think instead of just looking at the notes and 
looking at the paper you have to play it with your 
heart and soul,” Carney said. “If you don’t do that 
then it’s just you playing sounds; you’re not really 
playing music. Music is with love and care and 
that’s what makes it a language.”  

STRUMMING WITH INTENT: Guitar students practice during their class period. The students spent many 
class periods preparing for region auditions. PHOTO BY Vivi Lopez-Stern

Guitar students audition for spots in region ensemble

"Directing a children’s 
show is very exciting 

because I have 
seen my directors 

do it since freshman 
year. Finally being in 
that position is really 

special for me.
Lucy Evans
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