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Tonya Moore's book begins with a question:
?Are Caucasian parents able to raise 

African-American children who are equipped to 
handle the challenges they will face in today's 
society?? 

And then an answer. 
?Yes? if they receive support and education 

from the African-American community.?
Mac students may know Mrs. Moore if they 

are  members of the Fine Arts Academy. Her role 
in recruit ing, managing and looking out for 
magnet members is crucial to the smooth sailing 
of the Academy. Many years before her t ime at 
McCallum, however, Moore was living in 
Nebraska with her husband Bezell looking to 
adopt children. They joined a support group, 
where they found themselves in the minority as 
Black parents in a group of couples looking to 
adopt Black children. As the group progressed 
through the adoption process, many white 
parents looked to Moore and her husband for 
advice on raising a Black child. 

?They just swarmed us with questions,? 
Moore said. ?I felt like [answering them] was 
something that God put on my heart to do.?

And so she did. In 2005, Moore published her 
real-life parenting guide, Black Children, White 
Parents: Putting the Pieces Together. During her 
three years writ ing the book, she was working at 
the Nebraska Children?s Home, where her 
experiences and  
job duties would 
inf luence 
aspects of 
the book. 

?Part of 
my role 
there was 
coaching 
any families 
that were 
adopting or 
doing foster 
care for 

Artwork on the front window of I 
Luv Video describes the variety of 
films inside. McCallum film teacher 
Eric Wydeven remembers the huge 
selection of films spreading across 
genres. "They just had everything 

children outside of their race. Any culture,? 
Moore said. ?Whether you were Caucasian and 
adopting an Asian child, African-American and 
adopting a Hispanic child, any child that was 
going to a parent that was not of their race, my 
role was making sure that those parents were 
aware that you still need to keep the kids 
connected to their culture, and make sure that 
they learn about their culture and their 
self-identity and that they are aware of 
everything around them.? 

That idea is emphasized throughout the 
book. In chapter 2, ?How to Deal with Racism,? 
Moore covers ways that parents need to step 
out of their comfort zones to give their 
children healthy relationships with their 
heritage. From experiences talking to Black 
adults that were raised by white parents, 
Moore heard that the biggest mistake most 
parents made was isolating their children from 
African-American communities or only 
showing their children poor African-American 
neighborhoods. 

?Black children will begin to believe the 
negative stereotypes about their race if they 
are not exposed to posit ive messages,? Moore 
writes. ?Be supportive when your child wants 
to explore his or her ethnicity. You must keep 
in mind that as white parents, you are not 
experiencing some of these issues personally, 
and what seems to you like something small 
that has nothing to do with race can be 
something big to your child that has 
everything to do with race.?

Immersing the child in their culture is a 
great start , but showing posit ive examples isn?t 
the only thing a parent must do. Moore writes 
that preparing the child to deal with problems 
they?re bound to encounter is another 
essential step in their development. She?s 
talking about racism. Being called the N-word, 
discrimination, and experiencing society?s 
biased perception against people of color (and 
more) are all things that white parents need to 
prepare their children for so that when it 
happens, it?s not as much of a shock. 

?It 's a lesson you don't want 
to have to teach, but 

you have to,? Moore said. ?I mean, as a parent, 
it was something that I had already taught my 
children about. So in the book, I tell parents 
that they should tell their children about it 
before it happens, because it will happen and 
they need to be prepared for it .?

Since white parents haven?t experienced 
racism, sometimes they forget to teach these 
crucial lessons to their children. 

?I think sometimes with the Caucasian 
parents raising the Black kids, the kids are not 
always ready for it ,? Moore said. ?You have to 
give them that information. You teach your 
kid how to cross the street when a car is 
coming, and you have to teach them about 
racism, because it 's going to happen, and they 
have to know what to do. You tell them, don't 
let it affect you. Don't let it hurt you. You just 

keep moving.?
Acknowledging 

the di f fer-
ences within 
a family is 
also impor t -
ant  to bui ld-
ing a healthy, 
strong relation-
ship between 
parent s and 
chi ld. 
?They love 

each other 

just like everybody else, regardless of what color 
they are. They love each other, and they care for 
each other, but you have to make sure that you 
still feel comfortable with who you are,? Moore 
said. ?When you're living in a family like that, 
you still need to be you. It should be OK for a 
child to go to their mom and dad who is white or 
Black and tell them that something happened to 
them. They're not afraid to come and tell you 
because the person who did that to them looks 
just like you.?

     Even though the process of writ ing a book 
can be long and challenging, Moore explains that 
she stayed excited the entire t ime.

"I just had the will and drive to do it ," she said. 
"Any chance I got to write or talk to families or 
do research or call and speak to someone about 
it sparked more interest. I had a lot of 
encouragement along the way. It was just a 
matter of t iming. And I didn't want to rush it . So 
I took my time."

Now in 2020, there's even more to write 
about. 

?With everything that's going on right now, I 
think people are more aware of race than they've 
ever been,? Moore said. ?I?d like to be able to bring 
[race] up in a world that is more conscious than I 
think it was 10, 15 years ago, although we all still 
experience things, especially as Black people.?

"You teach your kid how to 
cross the street when a car is 
coming, and you have to 
teach them about racism, 
because it's going to happen.?

            ? Tonya Moore

Before she became an essential member of the Fine Arts Academy faculty team, Tonya Moore 
helped families learn to immerse children in their heritage, teach them how to handle racism 
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Inspired in 2005 to help parents succeed, 
Moore wrote guide to interracial adoption 
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Moore for the Fine Arts Academy staff page. 
Used with permission from Tonya Moore. 




