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”Thanks so 
much for 

having me 
guys! It’s grate 
to know y’all 

love cheese so 
much.”

— Cheese 
Club guest 

speaker Alex 
Palomo from 
Antonelli’s 

Cheese Shop
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Hey, you wanna go                          shopping?thrift 
To find out how to stay trendy on the cheap, we gave three thrift- 
shopping experts $30 and asked them to show us how it’s done

In recent years thrift stores have become increasingly 
popular among students. Some students buy pieces they 
like because of their look; others buy pieces because of 
their resale value. The most thrifty Mac students have 
favorite spots to shop. There are many options all over 
Austin. Each store has something unique to offer for 
students wanting to express themselves through fashion. 

As a part of the thrifting project, MacJournalism asked 
our Instagram followers to nominate a fellow student 
they consider a pro-thrifter, and those who were most 
recommended were chosen to be the thriftees and given 
$30 to spend at a thrift store of their choice. We told each 
student their goal was to thrift as much as they could 
under $30. The three students chosen to thrift were senior 
Chloe Shields, senior Brynach Hogan and sophomore 
Esme Anderson. Shields chose Goodwill, Hogan chose 
Austin Pets Alive Thrift, and Anderson chose Savers. 

BRYNACH HOGAN: 
AUSTIN PETS ALIVE THRIFT

Senior Brynach Hogan chose to go to Austin Pets  Alive 
Thrift on Burnet Road. The “perpetual winter wardrobe,” as 
Hogan describes it, is what he always looks for when going 
thrifting. When we arrived, Hogan immediately headed 
toward the book section in search of something funny to get 
his friends for their birthday. 

When he couldn’t find anything there, we walked around 
the store looking for any jackets or hoodies that struck his 
fancy. After looking for a couple minutes, we were told there 
was an upstairs where you could buy a trash bag and fill it up 
with as much stuff as you could fit. When we went upstairs 
Hogan found many T-shirts to fill his trash bag. After searching 
through all the bins and only finding tons of women’s pants 
we decided to call it a day. In the end Brynach left with five 
shirts and a book that he would give to his friends.

CHLOE SHIELDS: GOODWILL
Senior Chloe Shields chose to go to Goodwill for her 

thrifting expedition. Shields entered the North Lamar 
Goodwill doors on a Friday after school. She came to 
the thrift store accompanied by her two friends, with 
enthusiastic anticipation to thrift as much as she could.

The men’s shirts and T-shirts was the first section 
Shields hit in the store. She looked carefully through the 
racks of clothing, searching for anything different from 
the norm. 

“When I thrift, I look for unique pieces I wouldn’t 
normally wear. Even if it’s something that might sit in my 
closet forever, I’ll get it” Shields said. 

Shields took time to examine each piece she found, 
holding it up as if looking at it in a new light. She made 
her way down the rows of clothing, taking time to look 
at all the items, and making comments on each one that 
caught her eye. She had found a large, men’s bowling 
shirt she found striking, but decided to put it back, and 
moved on to the women’s tops and shirts. 

The women’s section had a lot of items that Shields 
found appealing and interesting. She spent most of her 
remaining time walking along the long row of dresses. 
She came across a long flowery dress, and remarked she 
might want to get it and cut it to be a shorter, stylish fit.

Shields also looked through the accessories and bags 
section, and found a green purse that matched the color 
scheme of greens, yellows and reds she had collected 
from her thrifting.

After calculating the cost of how much she had, she 
was right under $30 and headed to check out. Shields 
left the store  with a purse, a couple of shirts and a dress, 
coming out to be $28.96. 

“I think my favorite find from this trip was the green 
bag,” Shields said. 

ESME ANDERSON: SAVERS
Sophomore Esme Anderson chose to take her part of 

the thrifting adventure to Savers on Burnet Road. It was a 
rainy day after school, and she came to the store looking 
for clothes to fit the cold weather approaching.

Upon arrival, we asked her why she chose to come to 
Savers above other thrift stores. 

“I love Savers,” Anderson said. “It’s a very organized 
store, so it’s easy to find what I’m looking for, and it’s 
cheaper than most second-hand stores. They also always 
have coupons and discounts, which is nice”. 

The thrifting began with looking at the sweaters and 
jackets in the women’s section. She spent time looking 
through the rows of knit tops, coats and jackets, picking 
up a couple of sweaters to hold onto.

Anderson worked her way through the varieties of 
clothing in the front section of the store, finding multiple 
unique pieces along the way. She next hit the women’s 
jeans, hoping to luck out with a find. 

“Looking for jeans is always the hardest part,” Anderson 
said. “They almost never fit, but sometimes you get lucky.”

After finding no success with jeans and pants, she 
discovered a few worthy sweaters, and next decided to 
look through the men’s shirts, searching for any brand-
name items or cool T-shirts that she found interesting. 
Anderson remarked she often looks for retro, vintage 
items, good brands and anything price efficient. 

 After sweeping the men’s racks of shirts, and the 
sweatshirts, she made one more round around the store, 
and her thrifting was complete. She made her way to the 
cash register to check out what she had thrifted, using her 
$30. The final outcome of her thrifting experience was four 
sweaters and two shirts for a total of $29.44. Anderson 
enjoyed getting to thrift for free, and was enthusiastic 
about her finds at the local thrift store, Savers. 

Esme Anderson (10) 
Savers

s-mens knits      
 $3.49

s-men top 
          $3.49

s-wmn knits
    $4.49

o-men tanks
    $4.99

s-men swtr 
     $7.49

s-wmn swtr  
   $4.99

Total       $29.44

Chloe Shields (12)
Goodwill

wmns blouse       
$7.99

wmns knit top 
    $6.99

wmns dress
          $6.99 

purses  
              $6.99

Total        $28.96

Brynach Hogan (12) 
Austin Pets Alive 

Thrift 
grab bag     $8.61

Total        $8.61

We told the dude 
to spend the $30 
we gave him. He 
said,”Nah, man, 
we’re good.”
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Cheese Club 
welcomed 

guest 
speaker Alex 
Palomo from 
Antonelli’s 
Cheese 

Shop. Palomo 
talked 

about the 
production 

and culture of 
cheese and 

also shared a 
block of cave-
aged Marisa 

cheese.


