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go where 
reading is central
Senior Andrea Barrera-

Castro has a personal 
connection to the newest 
Austin Public Library. 

“My dad works for the city so 
he was really involved with the 
design,” Barrera-Castro said. 
“It’s been in planning for a long 
time, so it was awesome to see 
it in person. It’s way cooler than 
I thought it would be.”

The new library is located 
at 710 W. César Chávez St. in 
downtown Austin. The grand 
opening was held on Oct. 28, 
featuring kids games, food and 
live music.

“It’s more than just a library 
to get books,” Barrera-Castro 
said. “It’s a library to check 
out a laptop, or to 3D print 

whatever you want.”
The library was designed 

by the architecture firm Lake/
Flato. On its website, the 
firm describes the library as 
“a civic-minded, community 
gathering space in the heart 
of downtown.”

According to Barrera-
Castro, who was a library 
aide at McCallum during the 
first semester, the new space 
may be cool enough to top 
McCallum’s library. 

“[The new library is] super 
technologically advanced. 
There’s lots of resources 
that you can get. ... You can 
print and have free access to 
internet, and there’s a whole 
bunch of books. [Because] it’s 

the new Central Library, it’s got 
a lot more resources than the 
school’s library would have”.

Located on the third floor, 
the teen/adolescent section 
of the new Central Library 
features a teen-only reading 
room for 13 to 18-year olds. 
All around the room are many 
tables and chairs which have 
been designed for maximum 
comfort and style where 
teens can read, relax, or do 
homework. 

Thanks to the library’s open 
concept, the bottom floor can 
be seen from the top floor.  
The open concept makes the 
library environmentally friendly 
because with the natural light 
there is less need for artificial 

light, which saves power. 
“It’s less centered in a way, 

because it’s not made for a 
high school audience; it’s made 
for the whole audience.”

The atrium in the new library 
looks out over the city skyline, 
Shoal Creek, and Lady Bird 
Lake. The purpose of the atrium 
is to let in light throughout the 
whole library and its reading 
spaces, because the theme of 
the library is “Light.”

 Architect David Lake told the 
Austin Chronicle: “You always 
take your book to the light. You 
never take your book to the 
dark. Light is what you seek 
when you’re reading a book, 
and we wanted light to be 
everywhere present.” 

You definitely should ‘check out’ Austin’s 
newest library where the lit really is well lit

–Silas Carter, 12 –Bella Tapperson, 9 –Dashel Beckett, 9

BESIDES YOUR PHONE, 
WHAT DEVICE CAN’T 
YOU LIVE WITHOUT?

I couldn’t live without my 
Chromebook, I do all of my 
school work on it.” 

“My computer because I 
have to use it so much for 
homework.” 

“My computer, because I have 
so much school work on it.”

WHAT IS THE BEST WAY 
TO STREAM MUSIC IN 
YOUR OPINION? WHY?

“YouTube, because you can 
listen to literally any song on 
there. It’s free: you don’t have 
to listen to that many ads, 
and you don’t have to pay for 
anything.” 

“Spotify, because it’s easier 
and faster than other apps in 
my opinion.”

Spotify, because I just got 
Spotify Premium last year. 
I’d just use whatever’s most 
convenient.” 

WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVORITE APP?

“Snapchat, because I can 
use it to contact so many 
other people, and because 
everybody else uses it. It’s a 
good way to contact people. 
It’s just a way to connect and 
make new connections.” 

“I use social media apps most, 
like Instagram or Snapchat. 
They help me connect with 
people and see what other 
people are doing.” 

“The two apps I use the most 
are TEAMS and Blend, but 
my favorite app would be 
Snapchat.” 

questions
answers 

what would the most tech-savvy Mac students 
do if they were left without their own devices?

McCallum 
students 
draw their
fashion 
inspiration 
from 
multiple
sources
and from 
different
decades.

1 21. CUCKOO FOR ARCHITECTURE: Located in the atrium of 
the Central Library, this red metal sculpture known as CAW 
was made by artist Christian Moeller to resemble a cuckoo 

clock taken over by blackbirds. According to the City of 
Austin web site, “The artwork is inspired by Austin’s grackle 

population and, since the artwork was created for a library, by 
the strong presence that black birds occupy in literature and 
mythology—from the Greek myth of the god Apollo, as well 

as Edgar Allen Poe’s famous poem, ‘The Raven,’
and Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller The Birds.”

2. BUTTERFLY EFFECT: This is the Butterfly Bridge 
outside of the new Central Library, which spans Shoal 

Creek at Second Street in downtown Austin. The bridge 
cost $29 million to construct. According to the Shoal Creek 

Conservancy, “It is a clear span bridge, so there are no 
permanent supports in the waters of Shoal Creek. Its wings 

are canted to look like the wings of a butterfly.”
3. ENERGY EFFICIENT VIEWS: Thanks to the library’s open 

concept, visitors can see the bottom floor from the seventh 
and top floor. The open concept also makes the library 

environmentally friendly because with the natural light there 
is less need for artificial lights, which saves power.

4. AN OPEN CONCEPT: Library guests walk around the 
central staircases. These staircases are open so that they are 
lit by the atrium lighting. Visitors can walk up and down stairs 

by the light of the atrium as opposed to through traditional 
walled staircases. Photos by Olivia Watts. 3 4

A VESTED INTEREST: 
Senior Max Perkins gets 
style inspiration from 
his aunt, a costume 
designer. She gave him 
the vest pictured above. 
“[My style is] bringing 
back the ’80s in a cool, 
trendy way,” Perkins 
said. “Soon, everyone’s 
going to be wearing this, 
and I’m going to be the 
one saying I started it.”

BACK TO THE 
FUTURE: Junior Chloe 
Shields is inspired 
by various elements 
of certain decades, 
such as the colors and 
textures of the 1920s 
1950s. “My style is very 
much my own,” Shields 
said. “I’m proud of it.”

COLORFUL AND 
CRAFTY: Sophomore 
Sam Richter described 
his style as “colorful, 
matching, and 
checkered.” His favorite 
trends of the school 
year were colorful 
sneakers, belts and 
suspenders.

COMFORT QUEEN: 
Sophomore Chantal 
Vara likes to dress in 
comfortable, loose 
clothing. “I get a lot of 
my sense of style from 
my sisters because 
they used to dress like I 
dress now: 2007 style.”

NIFTY THRIFTY:  
Sophomore Zion Flores 
enjoys thrift shopping to 
find statement pieces, 
like the leather jacket 
pictured above. “I wear 
a lot of earthy tones,” 
Flores said. “I like to do 
a lot of matching.”

A STRANGE FAVORITE: Caleb 
McLaughlin and Noah Schnapp, two 
stars Stranger Things, McCallum’s clear 
No. 1 favorite TV show, speak about 
the show at the 2017 San Diego Comic 
Con International at the San Diego 
Convention Center. Photo by Gage 
Skidmore. Accessed trough Flickr Creative 
Commons. Republished with permission.
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