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At her Trick or Trunk station, senior Alexia 
Jackson excitedly shouts for the kids. “As 
you can tell from my facial expression, I enjoy 
cheering on others,” Jackson said.
Photo by Devy Perkins004

student life
005
             divider

designed by kate baker
written by gracie boyce 
and laurel davis

The experiences of students vary greatly. The two students sitting next to 

each other in class don’t have the same story, but at school, their stories 

converge. There’s more than school happening in the lives of each student, 

both on our campus and off. From Homecoming week to the debate over 

net neutrality, there were many moments to be covered in STUDENT LIFE.



academics and clubs

034
Academics

designed by kate baker
written by gracie boyce
         and laurel davis

035
             Divider

Each student has different interests. Some invested 

themselves in the traditional core classes, and others 

expressed themselves through the arts. Our 

ambitions drove us to take each opportunity, so that 

we might further our knowledge. From NJROTC to 

cosmetology, there was much to be covered in 

ACADEMICS AND CLUBS.

Sophomore Yahir Garcia-Olayo practices 
cooking ramen. “When I cook in my culinary 
class, I feel relaxed because it is my favorite 
class — I really enjoy it. I don’t feel stressed 
because it’s just a great environment,” 
Garcia-Olayo said. 
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Before the State meet, senior Michael Smith prepares himself by stretching 
out. “I loved cross country so much,” Smith said. “It was an awesome 
opportunity to be with a group of very encouraging people who made it 
enjoyable. I learned so much about perseverance and hard work since I 
could see all the time and effort that I put in pay off during meets. I would 
recommend to everyone that they get involved in cross country or some sport 
since it was such a developmental part of my high school experience.”
Photo by Robert Brook

Some students found their niche in athletics. Races proved cathartic, and 

games promoted collaboration. Here, students developed their skills and 

discovered new ones. From swimming to marching band, there was a lot of 

action to be covered in SPORTS.
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Even though he would come in second, senior 
D’eric Pauling entertains the crowd during 
a rap battle. “I’m glad I tried it even though 
it didn’t go the way as expected,” Pauling said.
Photo by Devy Perkins

People. They’re essential to the high school experience. In our teen years, we made 

memories with our friends and forged new relationships. We all came from different 

backgrounds, and we learned from one another. From freshmen to seniors, there were 

many stories to be covered in PEOPLE.

people



When we sought the STORIES of our school, 
we unearthed the truth BEYOND stereotypes 

and assumptions. Our previously held 
misconceptions were conquered by our 

experiences, and we BONDED TOGether

“A lot of people say that it’s really sketchy 
and everything, but it’s not what I thought  
— it’s really not bad. I was just really scared 

about high school, but I’ve had a really good 
experience. It’s a really nice school and there’s 

so many OPPORTUNITIES here. We’re all very 
accepting of each other, and UNDERSTANDING 

each other helps us be more accepting of 
others and OPEN-MINDED to everybody. ” 

- Hannah Palmer, freshman

“People look at our school in a negative way 
mainly because of the location. However, you 
can’t judge a book by its cover. People don’t 
UNDERSTAND how much help taking IB classes 

is. They don’t understand the DIVERSITY we 
have in our school and how many different 

stories and PERSPECTIVES on how to view the 
world we take in. At first, I was like the others, 
however, after my almost four years here, I’m 

glad to say that this is the best school.” 
- Rence Fernandez, senior

What goes on beneath the surface has to be 
REVEALED. Negative ideas about our school 
are shallow, and often without merit. There 
is much more DEPTH to our story, and that is 

what we COVERED. 

covered


