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Anderson kicks off with senior running
back Alexander Julian returning the
ball. The game has begun. Junior Deron
Gage gets the first touchdown and the
Knights lead, 26-14, at the end of the
first half. Photo by Madison Olsen.

The students and faculty follow the drum line to the large gym to start the pep rally.
Students cheer to get ready for the upcoming game. “I like when we do ‘Hawk,’”
sophomore Lucas Rasco said. “Everyone puts their arms around each other; it’s
fun to see everyone build up with energy.” The pep rally shows off dances from
Blue Brigade and the cheerleaders. “It’s kind of nerve-racking, but once you get
out there, and you’re in front of all the people cheering, it makes you excited,”
sophomore cheerleader Sara Milliken said. Photo by Madison Olsen.

Sophomore Molly Gardner

1. IT’S ALL IN THE CATCH: Senior
Mason Bryant jumps up catch a
pass from quarterback Max Perez.
“It’s a rush of adrenaline when
you catch the ball,” Bryant said.
“I’m just looking to get upfield
and go score. Taco Shack was an
awesome experience; it was good
to go out with a win against these
guys because we’ve been rivals
since we were kids.” Photo by
Madison Olsen.
2. HOUSE PARTY: Senior JB Faught
embraces senior Tyrell Washington
after Washington intercepted a pass
and ran it back for a touchdown.
“It felt good senior year to win
Taco Shack,” cornerback Tyrell
Washington said. “All the seniors on
their team [Anderson] have to leave
high school knowing we beat them
in the Taco Shack Bowl.” Photo by
Dave Winter.
3. MAC BOYZ: Sophomore football
players Jonathan Muenchinger, Sam
Werkenthin and Zach Napier along
with freshman students Ethan Hill,
Isaac Zaplatar, Kai Pang and Braden
Bradford show some shirtless
spirit in the stands. “Since this will
probably be my last year in the
stands of Taco Shack before playing
in it next year, we decided to go all
out,” Muenchinger said. “It was fun
to get to paint our backs and stand
next to my friends and cheer for my
team.” Photo by Madison Olsen.

4

p.m.

Students and faculty
show up at school,
prepared for battle
wearing their best
camo day outfits.
“Everyone was so
excited this year
because we had
the chance to tie up
the rivalry between
Anderson and
McCallum” senior
Dyllan Dial said. Photo
by Gregory James.
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“The team atmosphere
before a game is really
quiet,” senior quarterback
Max Perez said. “We don’t
do a lot of talking. We all
sit there and think about
what we are going to do
to the other team. When
Coach Taylor does his
pregame talk, that’s when
we all get fired up, helmets
start to bang and hands
start to clap as we gear up
to play ball.”
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At the pep rally, Coach Taylor
speaks about the game, students
compete in fun contests, and
Taco Shack and McCallum alum,
Orlando Arriaga, comes to shows
his support for the Knights. The
seniors win the spirit stick.
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During halftime the band,
Blue Brigade and color
guard perform for the crowd.
“Being in front of the crowd is
really fun because you get to
entertain them and they are
all looking at you as you make
them laugh,” junior mascot
Anna Marceau said.
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Blue Brigade, cheerleaders and
band wake up on Thursday, Aug.
31. for the Taco Shack Bowl.
Everyone travels to Taco Shack
on North Lamar to decorate it. “I
was really excited to be on TV
and to be with my friends early
in the morning,” junior Maddie
Cevallos said. Meanwhile, the
Anderson cheerleaders and
Belles go to the Taco Shack on
Spicewood Springs to decorate.
The KXAN news team comes
to capture the spirit of the day.
They pick the first winner of the
day, which depends on which
team has the most spirit. Photo
courtesy of Chastity Colbert.
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The booster club
and Mr. Garrison
set up their tables
to sell football
merchandise and
tickets for the big
game at lunch.
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a day in the life of Taco Shack XVI (Final score: Knights 48, Trojans 28)
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1. McCALLUM BAND KICKS BRASS:
Freshman trombone player Jonah Brown
performs at his first Taco Shack Bowl
halftime on Aug. 31. “It’s scary at first,”
Brown said. “But once you get used to
being in front of everyone it’s fun.”
Photo by Gregory James.
2. LIGHTS OUT: Seniors Atiyeh Assaf and
Hayden Stone scream as the Knights score
another touchdown against the Trojans.
“Being at the front of the crowd you get to
see the game better,” Assaf said. “You feel
more connected to the players.” Assaf said.
Photo by Madison Olsen.
3. KEEP YOUR HEAD UP: The Knights
celebrate winning the game by lifting the
Taco Shack trophy in the air with their
normal helmet breakout at the end of the
game. “It was such a great feeling to hoist
that trophy up two years in a row,” senior
running back Alexander Julian said. Julian
rushed for four touchdowns and 237 yards
to lead a prolific team rushing effort.
Photo by Madison Olsen.
4. COME PLEDGE YOUR FAITH: At the
Taco Shack pep rally, principal, Mike
Garrison, sings the fight song along with
teaching assistant Georgia Gonzalez and
Taco Shack owner Orlando Arriaga to
get excited for the game later that night.
“I love being at pep rallies and seeing all
the kids get emotional and preparing for
the game while singing the school song,”
Gonzalez said. Photo by Dave Winter.
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The Knights put up a hard fight and
come out victorious, defeating the
Trojans, 48-28. “Counting down the
final seconds of the game, I felt so
much peace of mind because I knew
we never had to worry about beating
Anderson again: we’d done our duty,”
senior linebacker and running back JB
Faught said. “We could just wallow in
the pride. No one could take it away
from us now.”

TAKING ON TACO SHACK:
The varsity runs out onto the field before the Taco Shack game
with senior linebacker JB Faught carrying the Texas flag, senior
center Kegan Aleman, the McCallum flag and senior defensive
lineman Jack Switzer, the American flag. The players on the
team change over the years, but the same pregame traditions
endure. “We have chants that are used to get everyone’s
emotions together and get everyone on the same page.” senior
tackle Estevan Hernandez said. Photo by Ian Clennan.
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