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Grady SoundCloud rappers reflect on passion for music
Krishna Nair

What is your inspiration for your songs and lyrics?
“Drake and girls are definitely my influence in music. I grew
up listening to Drake, so I always keep his songs in the back
of my mind when writing music.”

SCAN QR CODE (ABOVE) TO ACCESS
KRISHNA NAIR’S SOUNDCLOUD ACCOUNT

Tristan Hickox (Jack Lesane)
How has your music changed since you started writing?
“My flows and production vary more and are more unique, my
vocal tone and personality are more apparent in my music, and I
sing much more often and use autotune. The list goes on. I sound
completely different now than when I started.”
SCAN QR CODE (ABOVE) TO ACCESS
JACK LESANE’S SOUNDCLOUD ACCOUNT

Joshua Bailey
What are your favorite tracks that you’ve written?
“A mixtape I have out is entitled “Timezone.” I have a song on it
that’s also called “Time Zone”. It’s one of my favorite songs that I’ve
made. My song “Ready” has been played on the radio on V-103. I
know some DJ’s who work at that radio station.”
SCAN QR CODE (ABOVE) TO ACCESS

JOSHUA BAILEY’S SOUNDCLOUD ACCOUNT
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By Rachel Hasson
In our day and age, technology
is the platform not only used to
communicate words and ideas,
but to share talents, media and
entertainment.
Multiple students in each grade
at Grady are well known on the
SoundCloud app, where they can
record, produce and upload their

own music for anyone who has the
app. These students have used their
ability to reach listeners through a
love for the art and possibly setting
the path for a future career.
“My motivation for starting
music was seeing the pleasure
and joy music provides to
people,” sophomore Krishna Nair
said. “Drake was definitely my

inspiration. He provides a range
of emotion that I hope to create
with my music.”
Nair has been rapping for three
years, and currently uses the name
Kn2Fly for his music. Senior
Tristan Hickox, who goes by “Jack
Lesane” in the music world, has
been rapping more years than
Nair, uses social media to share his

music with a variety of audiences.
Inspired by Tupac, Young Thug
and many others, Hickox originally
started writing and rapping when
his dog passed away about five
years ago.
“I use a distribution service to
get my music on all platforms and
promote using as many types of
social media as possible,” Hickox
said. “I also have live shows and
try to have promotions here and
there, along with word of mouth.”
Nair said he has yet to try
promotional companies, but
contemplates the idea of it for the
future. Both Nair and Hickox are
motivated to make music, and they
thrive on the reactions of listeners and
people who appreciate the message
they are sharing through music.
“I like the attention rapping
brings to my persona,” Nair said.
“It brings me pride when someone
quotes a Kn2Fly lyric, or tells me
they have heard my latest track.”
Hickox also enjoys the attention,
but loves the act of producing
music and the entire process as
a whole.
“My favorite thing about rapping
is probably just the feeling I get
when I come up with a clever
metaphor or rhyme, or when I’m
in the booth freestyling and just
start going off,” Hickox said. It’s
like, for a brief second, you’re on
the top of the world and nothing
else matters. There’s a lot of special
little moments like that during the
creative process, not to mention
live shows.”
Hickox said he appreciates having
a musical following, but recognizes
his music is not for everyone.
“Having people listen to me
is kind of surreal. It’s a struggle
getting people to open their mind,
but when you do, it’s an amazing
feeling,” Hickox added. “There’s
nothing more rewarding than
seeing someone with a genuine

love for your art.”
Joshua Bailey, another Grady
senior who has been on the rap
scene for multiple years, has a
large following on SoundCloud
and strives for as many live
performances as possible just as
Hickox and Nair do. Bailey tries
his best to deliver a “positive and
intellectual message” in his music,
as he notes that his approach to life
and music are the same.
“I am a human and forever
changing,” Bailey said. “So
sometimes I’m Jesus, but sometimes
I’m Diogenes of Sinope.”
Bailey had his first live
performance at Center Stage in
Midtown, and did the rest with the
Sofarsounds organization.
“One of Joshua’s songs motivated
me when I listened to it,” senior
Aaron Burras said. “It talks about
always being ready, and this year I
think that applies to a lot of us and
we always need to be ready when
we’re going on to the next stage of
our lives.”
Like many fanciful artists, Bailey
strives to create conversation.
“I want people to listen,” Bailey
said. “There’s a quote that I’m
thinking of, it says ‘Music expresses
what has to be said and what you can’t
be taught, or something like that. I
guess it’s a way that I express myself.”
Bailey derives this call to
communicate from influential singers
throughout history and genres.
“I really like Lil Wayne and
Kanye West,” Bailey said. “I like
Amy Winehouse’s music.”
All three young musicians hope
to have rap as a constant in their
future plans.
“As artists, we really do have
to dedicate ourselves and put all
of our time into perfecting our
crafts, so when people appreciate
it, it really means something to us.
Or at least it means a lot to me,”
Hickox said. p

By Anya Lomsadze
Movie Review
When does one come out as heterosexual?
That’s one of the questions the new film
“Love, Simon” asks viewers to consider after
showing a montage of straight teenagers
revealing their sexualities to their families.
Why do only gay people have to declare
their sexualities?
Filmed within Grady’s walls and stadium
(though the outdoor shots were filmed
at Atlanta International School), “Love,
Simon” follows the senior year of the main
character, Simon (Nick Robinson), and
his struggle to come out as gay. It’s not so
much that he is afraid of coming out as he
is annoyed at the need to do so. However,
everything changes when he falls in love
with an anonymous classmate who came
out online under the pseudonym “Blue.”
Another student, Martin (Logan Miller),
uses this information to blackmail Simon
into setting him up with his friend. The film
is based on the book “Simon vs. the Homo
Sapiens Agenda” by Becky Albertalli.
“Love, Simon” is notable for the fact
that it’s one of the first movies that features
gay characters without the backdrop of
some overarching struggle that affects the
LGBTQ community. The majority of films
with gay lead characters are masked by the
AIDS struggle or the fight for gay rights.
Don’t get me wrong — those movies are
extremely important — but if Hollywood
only portrays homosexual relationships as
fraught with some sort of conflict, they will

never be normalized as the same romance
that heterosexual couples experience in the
eyes of the audience.
2017’s “Call Me by Your Name” achieved
portraying gay love simply as that, love —
not a societal conflict, but in indie-drama
form. “Love, Simon” does in the form
of a wide-appealing romantic-comedy.
Simon tells us this in the film, “I’m done
living in a world where I don’t get to be
who I am. I deserve a great love story.”
“Love, Simon” is welcoming a new age of
Hollywood where rom-coms will speak to
more than just Ryan Gosling lovers and
white, heterosexual couples.
“Love, Simon” takes place in an
idyllic, upper middle class neighborhood
reminiscent of the Morningside area (it
was filmed in a similar neighborhood
in Atlanta). Simon’s parents are liberalminded, accepting and supportive of him.
Yet, even in this almost perfect lifestyle,
coming out still isn’t easy. It’s an important
reminder that even in a relatively accepting
community like Midtown Atlanta, revealing
his your sexuality to the world is still a
challenge for Simon.
The movie also touches on how often
times, all gay men are assumed to have
more traditionally feminine interests and
mannerisms, which makes it harder for a
less stereotypical gay man like Simon to
come out. Simon tells us, “I’m just like
you,” in the first few minutes of the film.
That’s true. He acts and looks and dresses
like every other heterosexual boy in the
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‘Love Simon’ offers a teen perspective on coming out

I’M COMING OUT: Shot at Grady, this scene shows Simon Spier (Nick Robinson) navigating the hallway
with his friends, portrayed by (from left), Jorge Lendenborg Jr., Alexandra Shipp, and Katharine Langford.

school. The one openly homosexual boy
in his school is more reminiscent of the
stereotype of gay men.
Part of why Simon is hesitant to come
out is that he doesn’t want people to assume
his personality and interests are different
because of his sexuality (as shown in a
particularly funny montage in the film).
In this way, “Love, Simon” reminds its
audience that by associating homosexuality
with acting one way or another, we make it
harder for people to come out.
Though at times it feels slightly cheesy, as
all rom-coms do, “Love, Simon” is powered

by sensitive performances and stellar comic
relief. Some of the characters could have been
more developed, including Leah (Katherine
Langford), Simon’s best friend who had an
unfinished character arc, but the power of
Simon’s character makes it a movie I’m glad
to see join the list of classic teen movies.
When I saw “Love, Simon” in theaters,
the room was filled with gay couples in
their 30s and 40s. This is the love story
they never got to see in their high school
years. Hopefully, Hollywood will follow
this film’s footsteps and give all audiences
the love stories they deserve. p

