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Although the 2018 
election for governor is 
more than a year away, 
Georgia gubernatorial 
hopefuls are already hot 
on the campaign trail. 
They are not, however, 
stopping in major pop-

ulation areas, but in rural 
Georgia counties. 

While both parties hold initial advantages 
in different areas, this shows that candidates 
are starting to treat the election as what it re-
ally is: state-wide.

In the past decade, a quickly urbanizing 
Georgia has left rural areas to fend for them-
selves; internet is slower, healthcare is not guar-
anteed and jobs are disappearing. For Atlanta 
residents with stable access to all of these, this 
should be of little concern, right? Wrong.

As evidenced by Donald Trump’s presiden-
tial win, especially in Pennsylvania, overlooked 
voters pack a punch. Democrats failed to ap-
peal to blue collar workers in the coal belt, 
arguably costing Hillary Clinton the election. 

And since November, only four state seats in 
29 special elections across the country flipped 
from Republican to Democrat, while none 
flipped the opposite way. Almost everything 
appears to be up for grabs, which means noth-
ing, and no one, can be taken for granted

Gubernatorial candidates, such as Lt. Gov. 
Casey Cagle (R) and Georgia House Minority 
Leader Stacey Abrams (D), are doing just that: 
making sure the voice of a rural population in 
need of assistance is heard.

According to a report by the Georgia Board 
for Physician Workforce, in 2014, Georgia 
ranked 40th in the United States in adequate 
distribution of doctors by specialty and geo-

graphic location. Some Georgia residents have 
to travel 50 miles to reach adequate hospitals. 
And even then, 10 hospitals have closed in ru-
ral Georgia since 2001. After the state failed to 
expand Medicaid, access to good healthcare in 
rural areas is quickly disappearing. 

Not only is healthcare scarce, it can also be 
difficult for many rural Georgians to  afford. 
Between 2007 and 2014, Berrien County 
lost over a quarter of its jobs, according to 
the Center for State and Local Finance. In 
that same period, more populated areas saw 
90 percent of the state’s total job growth. 
New technology is making a large number of 
manual factory workers more obsolete, and 
rural residents are now scrambling for more 
menial, lower paying jobs. 

Broadband internet service is essential 
for anyone hoping to keep up with the 
times. In Atlanta, it is not hard to come by, 
but that is not the case across Georgia. Be-
cause internet is an essential for many in-
dustries, unreliable broadband slows down 
more than just a page refresh. 

For example, an opioid treatment center 
was scheduled to open in Dahlonega on Sept. 
10. According to the Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion, the center needs at least 100 megabits per 
second to function properly. According to State 
Rep. Steve Gooch (R), the center would be lucky 
to get 10 megabits per second.

While it is important to bring change, such 
as expanding federal and state healthcare or 
supporting economic programs to bring job 
growth outside major cities, it is more impor-
tant to acknowledge the problems in the first 
place and pledge to be a champion for them. 
Atlanta candidates and voters cannot only pay 
attention to Atlanta issues.

In Georgia statewide elections, candidates 

cannot rely solely on big cities for wins. Ignor-
ing the needs of the working class and those in 
rural Georgia is what gets people like Donald 
Trump elected — people with little guarantee 
of being able to provide any relief to a strug-

gling population. In this early gubernatorial 
campaign, candidates are taking steps to make 
this happen. Rural Georgians are  finally being 
given more attention, and it will be fascinating 
to see how this affects the race.  p

Rural voters deserve attention in statewide elections
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For thousands of 
people living in the 
city of Atlanta, The 
Metropolitan Atlan-
ta Rapid Transit Au-
thority (MARTA) is 
a primary mode of 
transportation. The 

rail and bus lines provide easy access to key lo-
cations around the city, such as Georgia State 
University, the airport, Little Five Points and 
Lenox Square mall. But for those living out-
side of Atlanta in areas like Cobb and Gwin-
nett counties, MARTA is less useful.

Current MARTA rails cover areas only 
inside I-285 (also known as The Perimeter), 
with North Springs the farthest station from 
its central hub at Five Points Station. If you 

live outside The Perimeter and need to get to 
Atlanta, you are out of luck. Residents have 
to either commute to the closest MARTA sta-
tion and take that train into the city, or com-
mute directly to their  destinations, which can 
be extremely time and gas consuming, espe-
cially during rush hour. 

This creates a serious problem for people 
who work inside the city but can’t afford to 
live inside it. The lack of MARTA stations in 
Atlanta’s suburbs forces those people to seek 
alternative means of transporting themselves 
into the city, which can be a reason why peo-
ple are finding jobs elsewhere. Fortunately, 
the solution to this dilemma is simple: ex-
pand MARTA into those counties outside of 
Atlanta.

In March, four members of Gwinnett’s 

delegation to the state legislature, the General 
Assembly, proposed a resolution to expand 
MARTA and other mass transportation into 
the county. The resolution detailed a plan 
to expand MARTA into the Infinite Energy 
Arena, one of the most populated areas in 
Gwinnett. The resolution came amid a pub-
lic outcry to bring  mass transportation to the 
area to make transportation into Atlanta and 
other areas around Atlanta easier.  

The rationale behind the proposal is that 
a more comprehensive MARTA network 
will bring a positive influence to the county 
as well as Atlanta. This particular MARTA 
expansion is expected to bring a massive re-
duction in traffic congestion. Gwinnett, one 
of the most highly populated counties in the 
state with 907,135 people, is overwhelmed 

due to the sheer number of commuters com-
ing through Gwinnett into Atlanta. With a 
MARTA station in one of the most populated 
areas of the county, traffic congestion would 
be minimized and commute times into the 
city would be decreased. 

The other main area where a new MARTA 
station should be installed is near or on the 
Emory University campus. Currently, Geor-
gia State, Georgia Tech, Oglethorpe, Agnes 
Scott and the Atlanta University Center, 
which includes Spelman and Morehouse 
colleges and Clark Atlanta University, have 
MARTA stations near or on campus, and 
there is no reason why Emory shouldn’t have 
a station as well. 

MARTA would allow students who don’t 
live near the campus to have an easy and ef-
ficient way to get to class instead of forcing 
them to sit in Atlanta traffic every morning, 
which would reduce the overall number of 
cars on the roads during the workweek. 

The city is changing; the population is 
growing exponentially, and jobs are being 
created as businesses expand into Atlanta. 
With the city changing, its transit system 
should change, too. MARTA is an authority 
that should be trying to extend its service 
to any area that could make good use of it, 
and expanding the rail service would only 
decrease the amount of traffic coming into 
Atlanta and help people commute to their 

Gusto! is a hip and unique restaurant with a modern style and fast, healthy and tasty 
food. Drawing from a wide variety of cultures and styles, the menu offers numerous 
fascinating offerings that could help make it a quirky and exotic local favorite. [...]

 The atmosphere was electric, to say the least, as the 2,600-person, sold-out crowd at 
the Tabernacle eagerly awaited what they came to see. Fans had been waiting for over 
two hours, standing through warm-up acts that were only child’s play compared to [...]

James Bryan

Alex Durham

MARTA needs expansion, limited range harms city

Oct. 6, 2017

BALLOTS
Rural 

Georgia 

counties       

have 22% 

of the 

state’s  

total jobs

10 rural hospitals have 
closed since 

2001

The state pays 
for only 15% 
of students’ 
transportation 
cost

SA
R

A
H

 G
EBBA

D
ATA

 C
O

U
RT

ESY O
F T

H
E A

JC
.  G

R
A

PH
IC

 BY JA
M

ES BRYA
N


