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On the annual 
Senator’s Day, 

about a week before 
the new school year 
begins, students flood 
the buildings to receive 
schedules, parking 
passes, bus information 
and walking passes 
for freshman students 
who have older siblings 
at the high school 
building. These passes 
permit those freshman 
students access to walk 
across the street in the 
afternoon—only the 
afternoon.

The students at the 
freshman building are 
not allowed to use these 
passes in the morning. 
The older sibling or 
friend instead has to 
sit in a line of traffic 
anywhere from 10 to 15 
minutes just to drop said 
student off. This has 
caused many objections 
and complaints to arise 
from the student body 
as it not only backs up 
morning traffic even 
more, but it is also 
deemed as a waste of 

Rules for freshman make little sense 

time and money for a 
walking pass to only be 
used once a day when 
the school day is over.

Although the rule 
does not seem to make 
much sense to the older 
student body, perhaps 
the rule is set for the 
freshman’s safety as 
they are crossing over 
with upperclassmen, 
but that is also 
contradictory. How 
would it be “more safe” 
for these students to 
cross over only in the 

afternoon? Maybe it 
decongests the student 
traffic flow while trying 
to transition into their 
first block classes. 
Regardless, it seems a 
little dramatic to make 
a big deal for a green 
slip that is not even 
checked as the freshman 
students cross the street 
to ride home with an 
upperclassman.

Every day before 
crossing the street from 
the freshman building 
to the high school 

building, the freshman 
students are reminded 
to have their green slips 
ready to be checked 
before crossing over but 
no action to actually go 
through with checking 
them is pursued. The 
upperclassmen at the 
high school are not 
required to have a 
walking pass while 
commuting to and from 
the two buildings. Rules 
are set for reasons, even 
if those reasons are not 
always clear. 

There are a plethora of methods that our ad-
ministration uses to disperse important in-

formation to the student body. However, time and 
time again we see that information falls through the 
cracks and students miss out on oppor-
tunities. Students as well as adminis-
tration and faculty members contribute 
to the issue.

Unfortunately, intercom announce-
ments are made during the busiest time 
of the morning and when most stu-
dents are still trying to wake up. School 
social media is also obsolete and unused because 
students have moved on to different platforms such 
as Snapchat and Instagram. Sometimes, students 
are left out of the loop entirely because their classes 
are at the Ninth Grade Academy or their teachers—
scrambling to make time—fail to give out the infor-
mation. Despite the school system spending a large 
amount of time, effort and resources to try to solve 
the miscommunication problem, there has been no 
tangible effect. For instance, the new TVs— intend-
ed to be effective in spreading school news and fu-
ture events—go unnoticed by the student body.

There are solutions to this issue. Most impor-
tantly, students should listen to the announcements 
and utilize the alternative forms of communication 
offered to them. But sometimes, remembering the 

information can be difficult with all 
the other responsibilities students 
have, so the administration should 
take extra steps to release updates. 
If students are not proactively lis-
tening to announcements, there is 
nothing the administration can do 
for them. But for those willing to 

cooperate, repeating announcements would help 
ensure understanding. A school-wide Remind 101 
would also be beneficial to all because it is a simple 
and efficient program. Then, students and teach-
ers could receive information easily without over-
whelming their phones.

We understand that keeping over 1,000 students 
informed can be a daunting task but effective com-
munication can be achieved only through effort on 
both sides. Students and administration should take 
more consideration to uphold their end of the stick 
and then we can all be on the same page.

During the 
summer, I 

experienced one of the 
greatest opportunities 
I have ever been given. 
It was something that 
I will never forget. 
In February, my 
journalism teacher, 
Erin Coggins, told me 
about a scholarship that 
offered $1,000 and a free 
trip to Washington D.C. 
I would be able to meet 
successful journalists 
and a group of  people 
from around the United 
States. So I applied.

The program is called 
the “Al Neuharth Free 
Spirit and Journalism 
Conference.” One 
student from every state 
was selected to be a part 
of the experience. Once, 
I was accepted, I began 
preparing for my trip.

After arriving at 
Washington D.C., I 
was dazzled by the 
Capitol through the 
plane’s window and 
entering the hotel, I met 
other students and the 
program’s coordinators. 
Thus began the 
conference.

I realized at this 
conference that 
although this country 
may be divided, we 
are not as different 
as we may believe. 
Alabamians are not 
alien to New Yorkers. 
Americans are closer 
than we realize and 
what we believe about 
regional differences 
may be prejudice. We 
listen to the same music, 
shop at the same stores 
and see the same events 
occurring within our 
society every day.

I also learned about 
dealing with the “fake 
news” rhetoric we 
confront everyday. The 
journalists who came to 
speak to us were asked 
at least once about the 
idea of “fake news” 
being thrown at them. 
The sense that I received 
from their responses 
was that journalists just 
have to keep moving 
forward and continue to 
do their job; holding the 
government responsible 
and remaining 
transparent. This can be 
applied to any aspect of 
life. People may pull us 
down but we have to 
keep going. Criticism 
has always been there, 
but it can be beneficial 
and  it does not have to 
hinder our abilities.

Most importantly, 
I learned from Al 
Neuharth, founder of 
USA Today. He is the 
reason the conference 
exists. It is incredible 
to me that his family 
members continue his 
legacy as well as other 
journalists. Although 
he passed on before I 
came to the conference, 
I learned so much from 
him. The most important 
was about how vital the 
First Amendment is. If 
we continue to stand up 
for it, we can ensure our 
access to information 
and free expression. 
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Communication should improve 
to keep students, staff informed

Your

What do you think 
of communication 
in the school 
and how can we 
improve it?

“[We should] get a little 
more detail. Announce [in] 
more time prior to what is 

happening.”
--senior D.J. Adams

“Have different topics on the 
announcements, maybe a 

different voice [and] some puns 
on the announcements.”
--junior Evie Dickerson

“I think the communication is 
good, but if we changed anything 
I would change the way teachers 
and students communicate with  

each other.”
--sophomore  Darius Roston

View

Now for 
announcements!

Our View
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Why?   The crosswalk is open to freshman once the bell rings, causing siblings to wait in car line.  
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