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One more run at state
Senior Shimizu aims 
to become first Mac 
wrestler to qualify 
for 4 state tourneys
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At regions in 2013, Shimizu surprises all 
by qualifying for state as a freshman.  

Shimizu has won district the past 3 years, 
leading her team to 3 straight district titles.

In the spring of her junior year, Shimizu 
won the Region 4 title at the Delco Center.

As a senior, Shimizu captured the 148 super 
champ title at Doc Hess tourney in Bryan.

At state last year, Shimizu placed 8th. She is 
ranked No. 3 in her weight class currently.

At the dual meet against Reagan in the 
Mac gym on Jan. 25, Shimizu and the 
boys team watch Ransom Cloke wins his 
match by pin.  Photo by Amurri Davis.
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Before her passion for wrestling was 
discovered, Maya Shimizu was interested 
in the arts. It wasn’t until someone threat-
ened to fight her in seventh grade at Keal-
ing Middle School that she became inter-
ested in wrestling. 

“This girl threatened to fight me, and 
I told her that she better watch herself 
because I’m on the wrestling team,” Maya 
said. “But at my middle school, there was 
no wrestling team, so I was lying then, 
but it made me think that I should join a 
wrestling team.”

And during her freshman year at Mc-
Callum that is exactly what she did. Now, 
four years later, she is poised to make 
a run at qualifying for her fourth state 
wrestling tournament, something Coach 
Ray Amaro said no McCallum wrestler has 
ever done.

Looking back at her first couple of 
times wrestling, she thinks that she’s a lot 
better now than when she started. 

“Now I’m actually more aware about 
what I do on the mat and am able to get 
in more moves. I’m a lot better now than 
when I started,” Maya said. 

Her teammate Adriana Boortz joined 
the wrestling team at the same time that 
Maya did. Both came into wrestling with-
out having any experience.

“We’ve been on the team for four years 
together and have gone through every-
thing together,” Adriana said. “When we 
were freshmen, we didn’t know anything, 
so we just grew up together on the team.”

The two seniors are the reigning dis-
trict champions in their respective weight 
classes, and both hope to return to both 
the region and state wrestling tourna-

ments for one last crack at a state title.
Adriana gives her teammate of four 

years a fighting chance.
“She’s super strong, and she’s very 

humble,” Adriana said. “She’s a lot bet-
ter than she thinks she is, and she’s very 
humble about it, and that’s why I love her.”

Her beginnings were certainly humble. 
As a freshman who had never wrestled be-
fore, Maya struggled to pick up the sport.

“People were trying to teach me the 

moves, and I just didn’t get it, it wouldn’t 
click,” Maya said.

“It was especially hard because I was 
watching all my other teammates getting 
it, but I was still struggling.”

But it wasn’t long after that Maya start-
ed to improve her technique. Her coaches 
were impressed when she won district her 
freshman year, but they had no expecta-
tions that she would advance past the re-
gion meet because freshmen don’t usually 

go to state.
But then Maya shocked everyone, in-

cluding her coaches, by qualifying for state 
on her first try. She’s has enjoyed much 
success since. One of Maya’s favorite mo-
ments as a McCallum wrestler came a year 
ago when she went to state as a junior for 
the third year in a row.

After placing in the top five at region-
als, Maya went on to state. She said her 
gradual improvement over time has also 
been a highlight.

Adriana has watched her teammate’s 
maturation and understands why Maya is 
so tough to beat.

“Her aggressiveness, her stance, the 
way she moves, all make Maya a good wres-
tler,” Adriana said. “We make fun of her on 
the team because the way she moves looks 
like she’s dancing and it looks funny, but 
it throws off her opponents, so it works.”

Maya has compiled an incredible record 
thus far in her career, but her past success 
also increases the pressure for her to be 
the best. 
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While Maya Shimizu is nearing the 
end of her storied girls wrestling career, 
freshman Amirica Luckie is at the begin-
ning of hers. Although she is in her first 
year on the wrestling team, she has set 
her mind to wrestling throughout her 
high school career at Mac.

Luckie discovered wrestling only re-
cently at a career fair at Eastside Memo-
rial, but she’s already won first place at 
a varsity tournament—the 2016 AISD 
Girls Invitational Tournament—at the 
Delco Center on Dec. 2. Her fastest time 
pinning someone was 15 seconds; her 
favorite move, she said, was the “reverse 
curl” move.

Luckie said she considers football to her 
favorite sport, but she appreciates the indi-
vidual aspect of wrestling.

 “If you lose ... it’s because of you; it’s 
not because of the team,” Luckie said. “You 
can’t blame the team for what you did or 
the team can’t make you mess up, so it’s all 
on you; it’s more of a personal thing.”

It is the individual nature of girls var-
sity wrestling that makes it challenging.

“I’m wrestling girls that are bigger, 
stronger and more experienced than 
me,” Luckie said.

She says when she first started wres-
tling her biggest fear was that she might 

get hurt and not be able to wrestle. But 
she also said that wrestling has taught 
her how to overcome those fears.

“You have to be strong [and] patient,” 
Luckie said. “You have to have strength 
in your life because if you’re not strong 
enough you won’t make it because other 
people won’t care about you when you’re 
on the mat.”

She also said that in those situations 
she draws strength from the people she 
cares about the most: her mom and 
friends.

She also said that the regimen of wres-
tling—the rules, the work, and the sport 
itself—has made her a better person.

“I eat healthier, I’m skinner, and I’m 
[just] better,” Luckie said.

In addition to building her strength 
and character, Luckie says that wrestling 
has other benefits. She joked that the 
pre-match food was one of the things she 
liked best about the sport. 

But even more than that, she likes her 
teammates because they encourage each 
other to do better.

While she has found a passion and a 
sense of community through wrestling, 
she also has other interests  When she 
isn’t wrestling, she spends her time on 
homework, school and studying. She 
plans to attend college, but not for wres-
tling, She wants to go to Howard Univer-
sity and study acting.

D’Azhane Yancey
staff reporter

Not just Luckie, she’s good
Freshman wins varsity tournament, learns discipline 

Freshman 
Amirica Luckie 
helps clean up 
the gym after 
the dual meet 
against Reagan 
High School on 
Jan. 25. Photo 
by Amurri Davis.
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“My toughest moments for sure have 
been losing this year,” Maya said. “Your 
fourth year, everyone thinks you’re going 
to be the best, and are going to be unde-
feated. So taking loses has been real hard.”

Through the high and low moments of 
her wrestling career, Maya has not taken 
any moments for granted, and has learned 
many things from her experiences. She’s 
learned self-control and patience. 

“You have to discipline yourself a lot as 
a wrestler,” Maya said. “You have to watch 
your weight, your food, and you have to be 
constantly working out in order to main-
tain your weight. It’s just like a lot of self-
control.”

Coach Amaro agrees that discipline has 
been a major component of her success.

“I think she’s learned a lot of disci-
pline,” Coach Amaro said. “She’s learned 
how to wrestle, and what to do. She’s 
loyal to the school and to wrestling, and 
that’s the type of athlete we want here at 
McCallum.”

Adriana added that Maya has helped her 
to become a better wrestler and vice versa.

“She’ll be my drill partner every now 
and then and whenever I’m upset about a 
match she’s always there to comfort me,” 
Adriana said.

“Physically, she’ll help me with 
strength and I’ll help her with speed be-
cause the smaller you are as a wrestler, 
the faster on your feet you can be.”

The bond between the two seniors is 
typical of the camaraderie of the whole 
team. Maya has also grown very close with 
her teammates and coaches. There has 
been a lot of support from her teammates 
and coaches.

“”What I like about wrestling is it’s a 
very individual sport, so there’s not any 
sort of competition between us,” Maya 
said. “We’re all hoping for each other to 
win, and we all support each other.”

Maya and her teammates take to the 
mat for the district meet next Wednesday 
at the Delco Center. The region meet is also 
at Delco on Feb. 17-18. The state meet is 
the following weekend at the Berry Center 
in Cypress.

Maya Shimizu wrestles against her Clemens High opponent at the Centex 
Invitational on Jan. 7.  She went 4-1 at the meet to place third overall.  Shimizu 
will attempt to defend her distric title next Wednesday.  Photo by D’Azhane Yancey.
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