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Featured: AMANDA THE ASSOCIATE: Clarke Central High School
Associate Principal Amanda Gorham stands in front of the CCHS main
entrance. Gorham has been a teacher, counselor, vice principal and
principal all before coming to CCHS. “(My biggest accomplishment) in my
career would probably be being teacher of the year multiple times. Being
where I am and being a principal at the age when I became a principal
is probably a big accomplishment,” Gorham said. “Overcoming so many
odds. I could be a lot of different places, so just being successful to whatever extent that is is my biggest accomplishment.” Photo by Zoe Peterson

12 | ODYSSEY NEWSMAGAZINE | odysseynewsmagazine.net

SEPTEMBER 2017

NEWS <<

growing with Gorham
At the beginning of the 2017-18 school year, Clarke Central High School welcomed Amanda Gorham to fill the position of associate principal vacated by Principal Marie Yuran in September 2016.

A

s a student who
grew up in a
single-parent home
with several siblings, was pregnant as she walked
across her high school graduation stage and became
homeless at the age of 17, Clarke Central High
School Associate Principal Amanda Gorham knows
first-hand the challenges many of her students may
face.
“I was probably one of the worst kids ever in
school. My friends (from school) are really shocked.
They’re like, ‘You’re a teacher? You’re an educator?
You used to fight teachers.’ I was that bad,” Gorham
said. “I got arrested in school my sixth grade year
fighting the principal. They cuffed my hands and
my feet. I was that out of control, but I always had
teachers who invested in me. Always, no matter
how bad I was, for some reason they never gave up
on me.”
According to Gorham, many teachers found
her hard to handle, but her high school basketball
coach saw beyond the surface. Will Cook, who was
Gorham’s coach on and off the court at Tri-Cities
High School in East Point Georgia knew he could
reach the future educator.
“As an adult and as a parent, you can see some
people’s potential. They have greatness all over
them. They don’t see it because they’re still very
young but there was just something special about
(Gorham),” Cook who is now a school counselor at
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“I got arrested in school my sixth grade year fighting the principal. They cuffed my hands and my feet. I was that out of control,
but I always had teachers who invested in me. Always, no matter
how bad I was, for some reason they never gave up on me.”
-- AMANDA GORHAM,
Clarke Central High School Associate Principal

Cherry Creek High School in Colorado said. “In a
controlled situation you could really see how intelligent she was. She could be very respectful and she
was a listener. She would really listen to you. When
you see that kind of potential in a person, it drives
you as an educator to help that person reach their
potential.”
At the age of 14, Gorham was making turkey on
wheat to earn extra cash at the local Subway. After
she graduated high school in 1998, she took jobs at
AT&T and Equifax to support herself and her son
Trevon. But, when the bills started piling up, she
realized she needed to go back to school.
While balancing school and raising Trevon,
Gorham attended Fort Valley State University and

“I try to make sure that I’m visible and interacting with kids -that’s why I’m in the halls all the time. I think that’s essential for
me -- I need that interaction with the kids. (And) being at the top
allows you to impact people who directly impact kids, so you get
to put your touch on everything.”
-- AMANDA GORHAM,
CCHS associate principal
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received her bachelor’s degree in middle grades
education and her master’s degree in counseling.
She then enrolled in Nova Southeastern University
and earned a specialist’s degree in leadership.
Gorham is currently working towards her doctorate
in philosophy in educational leadership and administration at the University of Georgia.
“It was a struggle (going through school with a
young child), but I knew that if I was going to build
a better life for him, that’s what I had to do. There
were a lot of sacrifices that had to be made to get
to the point where we are, but I think we’ve reaped
the rewards,” Gorham said.
Gorham was a math teacher for four years and
a school counselor for five years before taking on
administrative positions, such as vice principal,
principal and now associate principal. She has
worked at eight different schools in six counties,
including Fulton, Greene, Walton, Onondaga (in
New York), Macon and now Clarke. Having held
several positions in education, Gorham still has a
special spot for one job in particular.
“If I had to pick a favorite, I would pick
counseling,” Gorham said. “And that’s because
in counseling, you get to spend so much of your
time with kids. There’s not this huge accountability piece hanging over your head. It’s really about
the kids.”
Although Gorham no longer serves as a counselor, she attempts to be accessible to all students.
“I try to make sure that I’m visible and interacting with kids. That’s why I’m in the halls all the
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time. I think that’s essential for me. I need that interaction with the kids,” Gorham said. “(And) being at the
top allows you to impact people who directly impact
kids, so you get to put your touch on everything.”
Gorham believes her years of experience have
prepared her to take on the associate principal position
at CCHS.
“I can read people and know how to address situations,” Gorham said. “It also allows me to understand
the total picture of what’s going on in a school building
having been in so many diverse positions.”
Prior to her appointment at CCHS, Gorham was the
principal at Macon County Middle School but feels it
was the right move to take the position at CCHS.
“I always research a school and the demographics
to determine whether it would be a good fit for me.
(CCHS) turned out to be perfect. I’m finishing up my
PhD at the University of Georgia so that allowed me to
be (in Athens) and still work and still make the same
amount of money that I was making as a principal. I
just feel like everything is by design and it’s been a total
blessing to be able to do everything,” Gorham said.

“Ms. Gorham is a team player.
She has experience as a building
principal which gives her a broad
knowledge-base and she is confident and energetic and quick on
her feet.”
-- SHEILA DUNHAM,
CCHS Assistant Principal

Gorham joins a CCHS administrative team that was
without an associate principal since Sept. 2016 when
Marie Yuran was named school principal. For Assistant
Principal Sheila Dunham, Gorham’s addition has been
welcome.
“Ms. Gorham is a team player. She has experience as
a building principal, which gives her a broad knowledge-base and she is confident and energetic and quick
on her feet,” Dunham said. “I am glad that we are a
complete administrative team, especially with our
increased student enrollment. The transition has been
smooth and there have been no bumps in the road so
far.”
While Gorham’s addition has been beneficial for the
four-person administrative team, sophomore Hunter
Chambers is still awaiting Gorham’s formal interaction
with the student body of over 1700.
“I feel like they should announce (Gorham) on the
intercom and state her place and position because most
people don’t even know who she is, and she walks up
to them in the hallway and tells them something and
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they’re like, ‘Who are you? You’re new here and I don’t
even know who you are and you’re telling me a rule or
direction,’” Chambers said.
Gorham is aware of students’ lack of familiarity
with her and her position, but believes that over time,
students will understand her role.
“I think students are learning who I am, whether
I’m coming in and out of their classrooms or just in the
hallways like, ‘Get to class,’” Gorham said. “It’s interesting, kids say I’m mean until they get to talk to me, but
I do want them in class and doing the right thing. So, I
think they’re learning who I am.”
Gorham’s impact not only extends to students, but
also to her family. Tamekia Felton, Gorham’s older
sister, was originally a nurse and a firefighter until

“It’s interesting. Kids say I’m
mean until they get to talk to me,
but I do want them in class and
doing the right thing. So, I think
they’re learning who I am.”
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Above: OVERCOMING OBSTACLES: Gorham attended schools in Fulton County and then went on to college and graduate
school. Gorham’s high school teacher and basketball coach Will Cook says that Gorham struggled with behavior at school, but
overcame those issues. “(Gorham) was rough in high school. I knew she was very intelligent and I knew she had great potential,
not just as a basketball player, but moving forward as a student,” Cook said. “She is a role model and a testimony and a great
example of despite all the challenges, if you listen and if you learn, these opportunities are there.” Below: GRAD AND GLAD:
Clarke Central High School Associate Principal Amanda Gorham stands with her family on her high school graduation day.
Gorham struggled in school, but eventually graduated and went on to college. “I graduated from Tri-Cities High School, Gorham
said. “I almost dropped out of high school, but I didn’t, thank God, and here I am.”

-- AMANDA GORHAM,
CCHS Associate Principal
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Below: GORHAM’S GOT IT: Clarke Central High School Associate Principal Amanda Gorham interacts with a CCHS junior
Maniya Foster in the cafeteria as she monitors the lunchroom. Gorham’s sister Tamika Felton says that Gorham loves working
in education. “(Gorham) is passionate and I think she is an awesome leader,” Felton said. “She is good at what she does, she
strives to make the kids better and she has a great passionate for her work. She puts a lot into what she does.”
Photo by Zoe Peterson

Gorham convinced her to make a change.
“She encouraged me to go into education about two
years ago. I started off subbing for her in Macon County
and she encouraged me to become a (paraprofessional),” Felton, who now serves as a paraprofessional
at CCHS said. “I worked under her as a (substitute
teacher) for one year and as a paraprofessional for one
year when she was a principal in Macon County.”
Life for Gorham is a balancing act. While managing
her family, her schooling at UGA and her position at
CCHS, she still manages to make time for the things
she loves.
“I’ve been playing basketball my whole life. That
was my escape from everything else in the world. I
play with a military team, I play with a couple women’s
leagues, that’s what I do,” Gorham said. “My other
thing is movies -- I love to go to the movies. My favorites are ‘Love and Basketball’ and ‘Coming to America,’
hands down.”
Though Gorham enjoys her hobbies, her biggest
passion is education and working with students. As
Gorham settles into her role at CCHS, with a resume of
diverse experiences behind her, she wants students to
know she believes in them.
“No matter the circumstances or background, they
can be successful. You just have to work at it,” Gorham
said. “I want them to know that I want them to be the
best that they can be. That’s what I work for.”
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