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tudents and teachers
alike fought to protect
their First Amendment
rights. Journalism teacher
Mrs. Mandy Mahan not only
expressed herself through the
first amendment, but connected
better with her students due
to her many tattoos. Mahan
got her first tattoo as a college
student. She slowly built up her
collection in years following,
finally amounting to a grand
total of 18.
“For my first tattoo, I got your
typical tramp stamp. It’s a tiny
portrait of my cat because it’s
important to me. From there, it
hurt, but it didn’t hurt too bad.
I just kept getting more and
more,” Mahan said.
Along with the ink itself,
getting tattooed came with an
entire community of people to
connect with. Mahan worked
tattoo conventions, met
celebrity artists, got a matching
tattoo with her husband, and
even drew her own art for a
sleeve on her arm.
“There’s so much more to the
culture than just the tattoo; it is
a way to express yourself and a
way to commemorate people,
music, movies, places and
significant events in your life,”
Mahan said.
Not everyone was in favor of
Mahan’s tattoos. Her father
disapproved, along with
coworkers and parents of her
students, who complained to
school administration. Even
people in public places avoided
Mahan due to her outward
appearance. Children clung to

their mothers as they passed
her in the grocery store.
“Having tattoos doesn’t
affect the way that I teach or
how much knowledge I have
in my head. I think it is really
important for professionals
like me to have tattoos that
are visible to help people
understand that body art is not
a bad thing, it’s just another
form of self expression. It’s
just like writing poetry or
writing music, it’s just visible
instead of audible. That
doesn’t change who a person

connection helped yearbook
later on, so I’d definitely say it
has a positive effect,” Mahan
said.
Along with her body art,
Mahan had a pierced tongue.
Her tattoos were permitted,
but visible piercings were
not. While it wasn’t difficult
to remove the tongue ring
each day, it was still a hassle.
Mahan understood the
reasoning behind the rule,
but still felt that it violated
her first amendment right to
express herself freely.
“I think things are a lot
“I think it is better to different now than they were
present a responsible, 50 years ago. It used to be
felons and convicts and
way to wear them
sailors that had tattoos and
rather than banning
piercings, but now it’s a true
them because you are way to express yourself,”
said.
constantly fighting it,” Mahan
Not only were piercings
Mahan said
banned, but also ‘unnatural’
hair colors. Both students
is on the inside,” Mahan said.
and faculty struggled with
Even though some parents
this rule. Students faced time
bemoaned, Mahan found that in ISD until their hair was
her ink affected most of her
returned to a more natural
students in a positive way.
color. Mahan desired multiple
Specific tattoos, such as ones colors in her hair, but wasn’t
referencing bands or movies,
allowed. When she shaved
created a common ground for her head for a friend with
Mahan and her students to
breast cancer, she was nearly
bond over.
fired from teaching.
“There is one kid in particular
“I’d rather students be
who was covered in ink.
able to wear what they love
Once he saw my tattoos, he
to wear. I think the hardest
loosened up a little bit and
part about being a teacher
connected with me. He just
sometimes is enforcing rules,
recently came back and sold
especially if you don’t believe
us a piece of equipment
in those rules yourself,”
for our journalism program
Mahan said.
for a super low price. That
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1. Open Wide Mrs. Mandy Mahan sticks out her
tongue to expose her unique piercing. Mahan was
prohibited from wearing the ring at school due to
potential danger. Photo by Hailey Conquest
3.

Freedom of Expression

Teacher finds way to connect with student
over right to expression

2.

2. Breast Buds To honor two close friends
diagnosed with breast cancer, Mrs. Mandy Mahan
shows off a pink bow tattoo on her chest. Mahan
not only dedicated the ink to her gal pals, but she
also shaved her head when they lost their hair from
chemotherapy. Photo by Hailey Conquest
3. Keeping Secrets In order to protect her job and
reputation, Mrs. Mandy Mahan strategically places
her tattoos to keep them hidden. After hiding her
first six tattoos, Mahan finally decided to get a
sleeve, making it easier for her to be more open
about her body art. Photo by Hailey Conquest
4.

4. Ink To Wrist Displaying two
of her 18 tattoos, Mrs. Mandy
Mahan holds out her wrists.
Mahan got a tattoo of a swimmer
to honor her time as a swim
coach. Photo by Hailey Conquest
1.

“I had a mental breakdown and
I needed some change so I
bleached and then cut it short.
It represents my feelings about
change and my individuality. I
like control, hate change but put
them together and it’s good.”
-sophomore Cailyn Brock

Bold Beauties

Students share how
they assert their First
Amendment rights

“I did it on a whim; my mom
asked me to do something with
my hair. I like the aesthetic of
colored hair. It’s pretty, unique,
fun and different. People say
they love my hair. I’m a slut for
attention so I like compliments.”
-senior Julie Strong

Underneath It

All...

The First Amendment allowed people
to express themselves. For most students
working in a publication, freedom of speech
was the most important. “Freedom of speech
is a necessity. It allows us to talk about our
views to the student body without anything
holding us back. First Amendment rights
are constantly encouraged so that we can
stay true to ourselves inside and outside of
school,” sophomore Emily Cook said.

