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DIVERSITY: DRIVING THE MODERN WORLD
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Two children explore the African American 
memorial, apologizing to the figures about the 
difficulty faced in their lives.

“D iversity is crucial to what defines America,” EMT Cory Dean explained. “America is founded on equality and the liberties of 
the people, so diversity for the cultures people 
practice and who they are just make America 
what it is.”

A melting pot: the penultimate metaphor 
of diversity in America. From the rolling hills of 
California, to New York cityscapes that decorate 
the sky, to the blistering heat waves of the south, 
the United States is painted in an array of shades 
and colors, each representing the diverse core of 
American values. With the reds and blues of politi-
cal party alliances, the tones of brown in human 
skin, and the rainbows of gender and sexuality, 
diversity in America is a firestorm of color. 

While the 2016 presidential election itself 
brought a high degree of tension to the Ameri-
can political climate, the aftermath of the results 
opened the country’s eyes to the entrenched 
divide between people of different backgrounds 
and culture.

For South Carolina resident Terronda Niel-
son, the election’s conclusion left her with more 
questions than answers concerning the state of 
the country. 

“It’s just been interesting that what’s really 
been revealed is what’s already in people’s minds,” 
Nielson explained. “It makes me sad to see that 

we’re in 2017 and we’re still a nation that’s really 
divided in how we treat people and how we think 
about people.”

While the colors of the electoral map told 
the story of a red and blue divide on election 
night, America’s real division existed among its 
voters. Young and old, rural and city residents, and 
majorities and minorities all seemed to gravitate 
toward opposite sides of the political spectrum, 
leaving little space in between for compromise. 

To resident Doug Sholly, this lack of com-
promise in politics leaves minimal opportunities 
for legitimate discussion regarding the future of 
the country. “I just think that everyone is just too 
extreme,” Sholly commented. “If everyone could 
just kind of find the compromise in the middle, a 
lot of this would just go away.” The divisive nature of current government 

and the opposing viewpoints of different sources 
of media have led to a political atmosphere that 
impacts the entire country. From the entertain-
ment industry and award shows to the internet 
and social media, political topics have dominated 
discussions. With an engine that works without 
fail, and a capacity to bring nearly anything into 
controversy, politics and the media work together 
as a vehicle capable of defining American society, 
with racial, religious, gender, and sexual identities 
providing a backdrop that influences how we view 
politics. 

For Matthew Drennan, his faith helps shape 
his outlook on diversity and the treatment of oth-
ers within politics. “Whenever I think about political issues, I 

tend to think about it biblically,” Drennan said. 
“I’m a Christian, so I try to do what Jesus did. He 
died for all people, regardless of what side of the 
line they were on, or what divisions they might be 
a part of, so I consider my views the same way.”

Regardless of the diverse backgrounds in 
what help define individual Americans, Dean 
believes that tolerance and acceptance of others 
stems from education and upbringing. “Growing 
up, I had a lot of different friends who were black, 
white, Hispanic, Asian, and I was raised in a house-
hold where my parents tried to educate me about 
understanding other cultures and other people’s 
experiences.

”This idea of tolerance and acceptance, SIPA 
high school freshman Zidia Gibbons explained, is 
crucial within schools that aim to create an atmo-
sphere of acceptance. “I feel like in college, people get to know 

one another all around the country and have dif-
ferent backgrounds,” Gibbons said, explaining her 
hopes for a diverse college campus experience. “If 
you have the same type of people around you, you 
won’t get as many perspectives.”This idea of using diversity to bring new 

perspectives within schools, Gibbons said, helps to 

build students’ tolerance for the future through interaction with their peers. “I think it’s important to accept people and their race, ethnicity, religion, appearance, and how they identify themselves.”Not all individuals support Gibbons’ beliefs in their entirety.“There are downsides of schools focusing on gaining diversity, but there are still good effects that they can have,” senior Kyle Thomas noted.Alongside Thomas, SIPA freshman Nicole Caroton agreed with the possible negative effects of how schools approach gaining diversity for education. “I know a lot of colleges try to get different types of people so they look good, and I feel like it’s using people because of their diversity,” Caroton said. “It’s 

honestly sort of perverse, even through things like affirmative action can help with widening the perspectives of schools.”This, Carton and Gibbons said, highlights the idea that diver-sity is more than simply checking off categories that individuals fit into and instead includes seeing what each background can con-tribute to the atmosphere.Identities and backgrounds oftentimes find themselves creat-ing divisions in how individuals respond to politically charged issues. Driven by media outlet bias to give stories a viewpoint, political issues are often split ac-cording to the lines of the diverse identities 

that define individuals, acting as a divide between those of dif-fering values.
Regardless of the diversity of American values and core beliefs, Nielson believes that tol-erance and compromise are what is necessary to bridge the gap of understanding. 

“Culture, race, lack of understanding, lack of desire to want to have understanding,” Nielson explained. “It’s really more ignorance than malice in a lot of people. We have our own prejudice at times, so the best thing to do is bridge the gap to find understanding.”


