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Students take a stand to Trump 
the system 
by Elaina Dickerson, La’Kierra Owens, Mary Kate Newman, and Dontavious Webb

     Our newly inaugu-
rated president, Don-
ald J. Trump, has many 
ideas to “Make America 
Great Again” and make a 
change. On a large scale 
Trump as president has 
made many strives to do 
as promised. 
     “I think his direct pol-
icy actions don’t neces-
sarily have an immediate 
affect on schools but it’s 
definitely something that 
we all talk about,” Sophie 
Winnick,  senior at Wando 
High School said.
    Trump is striving to 
make our country great 
again, on a smaller scale 
however, students all over 
in journalism write to 
change opinions, tell oth-
ers stories, and make a dif-
ference for their schools 
and community.  
     A popular topic of much 
controversy is that of dis-
crimi-
nation 

against race, homosex-
uals, and transgenders.  
Many students want to see 
a decrease in the discrimi-
nation although, other stu-
dents couldn’t care less.  
As journalism students 
have the power to make 
such a change, they take 
advantage of such a priv-
ilege.  Due to the outlet 
that they have, journalism 
students are capable of 
reaching out to all of the 
students in their school 
district.
     “One person can make 
a difference, maybe like 
a small boom, but with a 
big group we can make a 
big boom,” said Winnick. 
This phrase is quite simi-
lar to the cliche term alone 
we are a drop in the ocean 
together we are a wave.
 “America was 
built on immigration, and 
stopping that immigration 

goes against everything 
the country is supposed to 
be about,” Madison John-
son said. 
     Immigration affects so 
many people in this world. 
Based on the first-ever na-
tional study of the school 
readiness of Mexican 
immigrant children, this 
book examines how vari-
ous aspects of their lives. 
      What happens to the 
people who will get de-
ported is an important 
thing to remember. The 
people who get deported 
or have been have expe-
riences that are unbeliev-
able. Some even die on the 
way back to their original 
homes in countries like 
Mexico and Columbia. 
     Everybody has a voice 
and they come here to bet-
ter themselves or get an 
education. It’s hard being 
a journalist in Mexico ac-

cording to The Washing-
ton Post. Eleven journal-
ists had been kidnapped 
in Mexico in the past two 
years and either died or 
are still missing. Five of 
the journalist were lucky 
enough to be released. 
     In the past ten years, 
the Mexican government 
has created a special 
prosecutor from crimes 
against journalists. Mex-
ican Roots, American 
Schools offers a fresh take 
on this timely and criti-
cally important issue by 
focusing on the first years 
of elementary school and 
the complex interplay of 
learning with other aspects 
of children’s lives. 
     In journalism your words 
can make a difference and 
it can be risky. Your word 
choice should always be in 
mind. The way we speak 
when we interview a per-

son or 
w r i t e 

a story should always con-
vey how we want our read-
er to feel. You should draw 
your reader in and this is 
how we make changes. 
Your words are out there. 
Someone is reading them 
and can see things from 
your point of view. 
     Certain words and 
phrases mean different 
things and can possibly 
make your reader upset 
or for your argument. Our 
work as journalist is a 
powerful profession and 
we can change the world 
with one story or one pic-
ture. What we do has an 
effect on others and will 
always. The power is in 
our hands and that is what 
makes us a stronger and 

important group of people. 
So how can we as a jour-
nalism team help and in-
spire people around us 
no matter the race? With 
all the protesting going 
around that’s where you 
as a journalist comes in 
handy to do what you do 
best and get the word out 
to world. No matter the 
situation or the time or the 
place your job as a jour-
nalist is to report. So as 
far as Donald Trump mak-
ing America great again, 
that’s impossible. Journal-
ist have so much power in 
their hands, that they can 
change the world with just 
a pencil and a notebook.       

Students taking a stand to learn how to fight back using words.
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Rayford’s photgraphy left students in awe
by Dontavius Webb

   Sean Rayford a famous 
life magazine photogra-
pher came and spoke to 
the attendees of the 2017 
SIPA opening session at 
the Courtyard Marriott in 
Columbia, South Caroli-
na. He told the audience 
how he came to be a pho-
tographer and interesting 
stories behind the pictures 
he taken. 
      Rayford’s philosophy 
when it comes to pho-
tography is to make sure 
his picture captures the 
story and emotion of the 
event. Rayford informed 
the crowd that he likes to 
take photos of things that 

most reports are afraid 
to. He spoke about one of 
his most dangerous photo 
shoots. He photographed 
the riots in Charlotte, 
South Carolina. 
     The riots lasted a for 
three days and each day it 
got worse but the photos 
Rayford was able to take 
got better. Each night he 
ran in front of the large 
groups and took pictures. 
Once they reached him he 
would run a little farther 
and take more pictures. 
     Students were given a 
chance to ask questions. 
The first night when Ray-
ford arrived he found a 

large group of 300-400 
people with a helicopter 
circling overhead with a 
light beaming upon the 
group. 
     When asked about 
what was the most fright-
ening event he’s ever 
photographed he said the 
riots in Charlotte. Ray-
ford revealed a lot to the 
audience and he made the 
audience feel the pain and 
agony of the marchers and 
what they stood for just by 
one picture. 
     


