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larke Central High School will host the
Online Sports Editor
annual Fellowship of Christian Athletes
All-Star Football Game on Dec. 16 at
7:30 p.m. The two teams playing are made up by coaches of the
top players from around the Athens area.
“We have got a few of our athletes to play in the FCA All-Star
game so it is going to be great exposure for them, especially for
all of our kids who have not gotten scholarship offers yet,” CCHS
defensive coordinator Justin Jones said. “It is another opportunity
to compete against some of the best talent in the state.”
Seniors Byron Spraggins, Zay Brown, Rico Arnold, Reggie
Smothers, Jamar Faeth, Bryson Kearney and Anthony Dunn were
selected to represent CCHS.
“For me, football is a big aspect of my life and I am really proud
(I made this team). For CCHS, I get to represent pretty well out
there,” senior defensive end Jamar Faeth said. “I have played two
years at CCHS -- my freshman and senior years. Football really
gave me a lot of great experiences and a lot of personal relationships with people.”
Faeth looks forward to the challenge and hopes that the game
provides opportunities for the participants.
“I just want to have fun, really. I just wish the best for every player on our team. If they could get a scout to look at them, I would
want that, and the same for me,” Faeth said.
Jones recognizes the players for their achievements and looks
forward to what this means for the program.
“To me what this means for our program is that we have quality
athletes and students who are trying to do things the right way,”
Jones said. “What that does for us in the future is that it opens
up other opportunities for not necessarily just football, but other
sports and academics as well.”

football all-stars

Above: PIN IT TO WIN IT: Clarke Central High School wrestler Zachary Chastain, a senior, pins a Winder Barrow High School wrestler at the Stoudenmire Bowl at CCHS
years,” Chastain said.

just keep swimming
The Clarke Central High School
swimming and diving team started
meet on Nov. 4.
“Our goal is really just to do well
at that meet and strive to drop time,”
CCHS head swimming and diving coach
Emily Hulse said.
The swimmers have been working
on technique and skill at practice. They
have multiple groups and train based
on their level: beginners, middle or
experienced.
“(The swimmers are) working on
their form, technique and endurance.
We do dry land exercises before getting
into the pool,” Hulse said. “Practice is
based on the swimmer’s level of skill
and experience when they are training.”
The swimmers work hard to meet
their goals by supporting each other.
“In swimming, the team is there to
help you learn to do everything right
and learn how to do things if you don’t
know how to do it. I hope people realize that it’s fun and it’s not just like if
you don’t know how to swim you can’t
do it,” varsity swimmer Grace Mauldin,
a senior, said.

SHARING THE SPACE
With Clarke Central High School’s
Old Gym under renovation, the
C-team, junior varsity and varsity
basketball teams have had to share the
New Gym.
“The good thing about it is you
can do a lot of fundamental work,
but not enough running and actually
playing,” JV basketball coach Teddy
Fleming said.
Due to the New Gym being
occupied by middle school teams and
other winter sports, the shortage of
space has led to a lack of practice time
amongst all teams.
“It got to the point where we had
team wasn’t able to practice. We’re up
space to practice,” Fleming said.
teams will continue to share the New
Gym.
“I would prefer the whole court,
but I don’t mind. We are just gonna
have to deal with it right now and
work with what we got,” sophomore
JV basketball player Collin Park said.

new year, new team
The Clarke Central High School
wrestling team placed fourth at the
Georgia High School Association
state tournament last season and is
looking to redeem themselves.
“We had a phenomenal year,”
head wrestling coach Timothy Stoudemire said. “We were able to grind
out a bunch of tough matches and
get some tough wins.”
Stoudenmire and assistant coach
Philip Walter made a schedule to
prepare the wrestlers for the competitive match-ups.
“This is probably the hardest
schedule we have put together,”
Walter said. “We need to see better
competitions. That means traveling
farther and seeing better teams and
going after a state championship.”
After losing state runner-ups, new
leaders Cleveland Belton and Owen
Graham need to rise.
“We have mixed (the sophomores) into the varsity lineup and I
think we are going to do really well
because our sophomores have more
experience,” sophomore Ja’Morris
Hart said.
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Above: HARD IN THE PAINT: Clarke Central High School varsity basketball player Martavious Crew drives the
lane during the Cedar Shoals High School vs CCHS basketball game, but is blocked by CSHS varsity basketball player Ty’qon Mitchell. The game was hosted at CSHS, on December 21. “The Cedar game is always big.
You never want to lose to your rival,” CCHS head basketball coach Andre McIntyre said.

Gladiator to Bison
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BY HANNAH GALE
larke Central High School senior and varsity
Sports Editor
baseball player Jecorrah Arnold earned and
accepted an athletic scholarship to Lipscomb
University in Nashville Tennessee.
“Jecorrah is an offensive third baseman and we really think the sky’s

is a guy who will make a major impact on our offense from day one,”
Lipscomb baseball head coach Jeff Forehand said in the announcement of the LU 2017 recruiting class.
Arnold made his announcement and signed his Letter of Intent on
Friday, Dec. 9 at 3:45 p.m. in the Gladiator Gallery.
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culture and our baseball culture,” Forehand said.
According to Perfect Game, an online recruiting service, Arnold has
been rated as the 22nd best third baseman and the 380th best overall
player in the nation. Arnold was also recruited by the University of
Georgia, Georgia Tech University, Kennesaw State University and Georgia College State University.
“To me, it was somewhat of an easy choice choosing Lipscomb over
those other schools. The coaching staff at Lipscomb was awesome
and couldn’t be compared to any of the other schools,” Arnold said.
“I also felt that i would have a fair chance of getting playing time as a
freshman at Lipscomb, unlike some of the other colleges.”

Maybe at the age of 14, I felt like I a had a decent chance, but I never
just 100 percent thought that I was going to play Division 1 baseball. Of
course, I wanted to, but I didn’t know it was going to happen,” Arnold
said.
LU is a private Christian college with an National Collegiate Athletic
Association Division I Sports and Atlantic Sun Conference baseball
program.
“As a group, I think we have a very solid class. These seven guys
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DAVID PERNO, head varsity football coach, on the 201617 C-team football season.

”

The C-team had a great year. They have a tremendous
coaching staff led by head coach Milton Gresham. They surrounded themselves with great people and they worked hard
and had been at it since the summer.

“

“

There were a few bumps in the road with players getting hurt and stuff, but the coaches made sure that they’ve
taken care of us and just looked after us so the coaches
have done a good job.

”

ISSAC WARD, boys JV basketball coach, on the upcoming

JV team.

NICHOLAS SLIGH, varsity football center, a junior, on their
playoff win against Carver High School on Nov. 12.

I just call them big plays, not lucky touchdowns.

QUAMONTAE MONFORT, CCHS boys varsity basketball
center, on the rising leaders for the 2016-17 team.

”
”

There are some upcoming leaders like Dwon Smith, Nick
Johnson and Martavius Darden. They turned into leaders last
year. The seniors here last year were leaders, but the team this
year is better than the team we had last year.

“

“
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Below: DIFFERENT STROKES FOR DIFFERENT FOLKS: A Clarke Central High School swimmer completes a
stroke swims at a meet at Gabrielsen Natatorium located in the Ramsey Student Center.
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