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People love spend-
ing lazy days watch-
ing television. They 
love reading novels, 
going to plays and 
musicals, playing 
video games, sight-
seeing and doing 
pretty much every-

thing that is considered a leisure activity. 
Yet, they consistently bash the people who  
go to college to pursue the areas of study to 
create these pastimes. 

A few years ago, a reporter on NBC’s “To-
day’’ show said the five most useless college 
majors were  Fine Arts, Drama and Theatre 
Arts, Film and Video Arts, Graphic Design 
and Architecture, in that order. The extended 
list goes on to include Religious Studies, Eng-
lish and even Journalism. 

Just searching the internet for a few 
minutes will reveal hundreds of articles, 
blog posts and forums specifically about 
these “worthless” majors. It has become 
a generally-accepted belief that choosing 
to major in any of the aforementioned 
subjects is  a waste of time and money. 

However, critics  often fail to realize 
that what they’re saying is hypocritical. 
Screenwriters who went to school to study 
film are producing television shows that 
people are  binge-watching on Netflix. 
English majors are writing these critics’  
favorite novels. Journalists are publishing 
the articles that they’re using to support 
their angry rants about their child’s col-
lege education going down the drain. Ar-
chitects are designing buildings they stop 
and marvel at on vacations. The list con-
tinues endlessly.

Truth be told, no one would really see 
the importance of these career paths unless 
they were to completely vanish. If everyone 
thought this way, if all of these careers dis-
appeared because people started listening to 
critics who bash them, then the world would 
be in an uproar. All of our main sources of 
entertainment would vanish, leaving boring 

communities filled with nothing but doctors, 
lawyers, teachers and any other job that soci-
ety has deemed useful. 

Furthermore, how can we even assign a 
definition of useless in this context? How 
can we define anything as useless when 
clearly the public benefits from the peo-
ple who pursue these majors? Not every-
one goes to college with only their future 
salary in mind. 

Money-hungry thinking like this is 
probably why 52.3 percent of Americans 
are unhappy with their jobs, according to 
Forbes, a business magazine. Rather than 
following their passions, people are fol-
lowing their pockets, striving to make as 
much money as possible while disregard-
ing their own satisfaction. 

In the legal field alone, people study  law 
because of how much money lawyers make, 
rather than because that’s truly where their 
hearts lie. There are now too many law 
school students with too few available le-
gal jobs. Those who are actually passionate 
about law are now turning away from it be-
cause of its negative reputation. Hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in debt, poor job 

prospects and cut-throat competition aren’t 
exactly appealing to most. 

It doesn’t matter how successful someone is 
or how much money they have if they wake 
up dreading each new day more than the last. 

Some people argue that these majors 
are useless because they lead to unemploy-
ment and failed careers. Although no one 
can ever say for sure that someone will be 
unsuccessful, someone must have made it 
work. Many of these majors can lead to 
some of the highest paying jobs. 

This idea of useless majors is causing 
people to turn away from their dreams and 
aspirations to pursue something that they 
believe society has labeled as a worthwhile ca-
reer path. College students shouldn’t gradu-
ate and realize a few weeks into their job that 
they hate what they’re going to be doing for 
the rest of their lives. 

Seeking daily entertainment has become 
so routine for most people that they don’t 
even think about who’s responsible for 
making it happen. Next time you go to 
look down on someone’s major, take a look 
at your own life. I’d like to see you try to go 
without the fruits of their labor.  p

Chances are, if you’re a high 
schooler in Georgia or have 
older siblings, you’ve heard 
of the HOPE and Zell Miller 
scholarships. If you have sib-
lings like I do, I’m sure your 
parents hope you will receive 
one of these to help lift some 
of the financial burden that 

comes with college. But these scholarships come 
with a price — your parents’ income. Too often, 
low-income students who are able to get into college 
do not receive a majority of these scholarships.

The HOPE and Zell Miller scholarships are his-
torically merit-based, available for students who 
have met the University System of Georgia and 
GSFC residency requirements and are enrolled in 
an undergraduate degree-seeking program. Some 
recent studies seem to contradict this, saying the 
scholarships may cater to students who come 
from a higher income family.  

The constant rise of tuition, combined with 
the shrinking access to Georgia’s financial aid pro-
grams, make higher education seem out of reach 
for too many students, especially those who come 
from low-income families.

A data analysis conducted by the Georgia Budget 
& Policy Institute shows that less than half of the 
students seeking two or four years of college educa-
tion actually benefit from the HOPE or Zell Miller 
scholarships. It shows that only 30 percent of low-
income students receive the scholarship, compared 
to 42 percent of upper-to-middle class students. 
Low-income students make up 43 percent of HOPE 
scholars and only 21 percent of Zell Miller scholars, 
but only make up 48 percent of undergraduate en-
rollment in colleges. 

Meanwhile, white students make up 64 percent 
of HOPE Scholars and 78 percent of Zell Miller 
Scholars, while they account for only 54 percent of 
undergraduate enrollment. So, it seems unbalanced 
to say the least. 

This gap in scholarships could be attributed to the 
already prevalent wage gap in big cities like Atlanta. 
The students who aren’t doing as well in school, and 
who aren’t receiving the scholarships, could be a part 
of lower income families. Therefore, they don’t have 
access to the quality education that prepares students 
for HOPE and Zell Miller. These students contrib-
ute to the statistic, and it doesn’t necessarily mean 
that Georgia’s university system is being objective 
based on your family’s income level. It may mean 
that your income level has not given you access to 
the quality of education needed to be granted those 
scholarships, and prepare you for college.

Growing up in a low-income household can 
mean your family doesn’t have the money to pay 
for higher education. That’s why Georgia needs a 
grant to help struggling families pay for college. 
This would help those who are struggling see they 
can afford to go to college, whether it be a techni-
cal school, or a four-year university. It would help 
freshman retention rates and help students gradu-
ate who are on the brink of dropping out because 
of financial struggles. 

Georgia State University employed something 
similar to this in 2011, calling it the Panther Reten-
tion Grants. These grants go to students who are at 
risk of not graduating because they haven’t paid their 
tuition and fees. They are a major part of the reason 
GSU’s graduation rates climbed from 32 percent in 
2003 to 54 percent in 2014.  

If Georgia would begin to provide more income-
based scholarships, more students would be able to 
benefit from higher education.  p
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The U.S. Supreme Court passed a law le-
galizing marriage rights for the LGBTQ com-
munity in June 2015. Pride that year was a 
celebration full of hope for a large group of 
people who finally felt as though their prayers 
were answered and their dreams for the future 
of the community were finally realized. There 
was hope that the end of the discrimination 
against them was finally in sight. 

This year, Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, was attacked in 
June. Forty-nine people were killed, 53 more were injured in a 
senseless killing that occurred in what should have been a safe 
space for the LGBTQ community. So how should Pride reflect 
the occurrences of this year?

As Atlanta celebrated its Pride Festival recently, it’s impor-
tant to remember that this celebration of love and safety for 
a discriminated people only occurs once a year. While this 
should be a celebration in all definitions of the word, it should 
also be a chance for us to remember the struggles of the LG-
BTQ community before us. A chance to think of the people 
we have lost to attacks like the Pulse shooting and even those 
further back like the bombing of an Atlanta lesbian bar, the 
Otherside Lounge, in 1997.

The Orlando shooting was the largest attack on LGBTQ 
people ever, but it also occurred in a generation when being a 
member of that community is slowly becoming less taboo. Older 
generations fought for our right to be ourselves, and this attack 
cannot be a reason for that mentality to change.

Pride should be an opportunity to be strong as a community 
and to be proud of that community. With the attack we have 
suffered this year, it is hard to be confident in sexuality or gender 
identity while there are still people who believe that anything 
deviating from their idea of the social norm is wrong. We should 
not forget the attack, and our allies should not either. But we 
need to stand up and show those who believe our community is 
wrong that we are still strong. 

Memoriam is not an unknown concept for Pride festivals this 
year. In New York, they had a memorial at the end of the parade 
for the victims of the Orlando Pulse shooting along with groups 
in the parade showing the faces and names of the victims. While 
something like the shooting is tragic to remember, combining it 
with Pride, a celebration of being different, allows those inside 
the LGBTQ community to prove that those who hate them will 
not be louder than the voice of the community. 

Pride is a chance to celebrate a minority group, but it also 
needs to be a time to reflect and remember what has happened 
to our community over the years. Pride would not exist without 
our past, the community would not exist without those who 
have been unwavering in their fight for us, and we would not 
know joy without the loss we have suffered throughout our years 
of existence as an obvious minority. 

So we need to treat Pride like a celebration. That is what it is. 
We also need to use this celebration to reflect on those who have 
lost their lives because our rights are still not respected. We as a 
society are moving in the right direction, and we cannot let those 
who attack any of us get in our way.  p 

Gusto! is a hip and unique restaurant with a modern style and fast, healthy, and tasty 
food. Drawing from a wide variety of cultures and styles, the menu offers numerous 
fascinating offerings that could help make it a quirky and exotic local favorite. [...]

 The atmosphere was electric, to say the least, as the 2,600-person, sold-out crowd at 
the Tabernacle eagerly awaited what they came to see. Fans had been waiting for over 
two hours, standing through warm-up acts that were only child’s play compared to [...]
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