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captain’s Victory FRESHMAN GRIFFIN SMITH SCORES WINNING GOAL WITH SECONDS 
LEFT TO PLAY AS MAC UPSETS FIRST-PLACE TRAVIS IN DISTRICT PLAY

TAKING ONE FOR THE TEAM
Junior Santiago Fernandez falls after his 
shot attempt that led to a deflection off the 
goalie and a goal against Crockett. “I saw 
the ball coming to me and the goalie coming 
out full speed, so I knew I was going to have 
to take a big hit from the goalie if I wanted 
to get the ball,” Fernandez said. “I got to 
the ball first and then got taken out by the 
goalie, it was worth it because we scored as 
a result of me getting to that ball.” 
Photo courtesy of Jim Sipowicz.

STAYING FOCUSED
 Senior Junior Coello fights for the ball against 

his opponent. “I play forward, which I like 
because I get the opportunity to score. This 

year on the team, everyone has a lot of talent 
so we can work together well,” Coello said. 

Photos courtesy of Jim Sipowicz.

ON THE SAME PAGE
Seniors Hayden Price and John Carson 

watch on as coach Nick Martin gives the 
team advice and a pep talk at halftime 

during the Travis game. “Simon and I were 
known as the mechanics of the team 

because we liked to give our opponents oil 
changes during corner kicks if they were 

feeling rusty,” Price said.  “In other words, 
we took matters into our own hands when it 

came to corner kicks.” 

DIGGING DEEP
Sophomore Jagger Nikolakos prepares to 

pass the ball as a Travis player approaches. 
“When I’m playing soccer, not much goes 

through my mind except the thought of 
keeping the ball in our control and only 

making positive plays to benefit us,” 
Nikolakos said.

THE SHOT
Freshman Griffin Smith heads in the 
winning goal against Travis. “Nothing 
was really going through my mind as I 
went up to head the ball,” Smith said. “I 
was just focused on making it. It was a 
really high-pressure situation. There is 
a really satisfying feeling when the ball 
hits your head the right way and goes in.”

THE REACTION
Griffin Smith and teammates celebrate 
after Smith scored the decisive goal in 
the game against Travis at House Park. 
“I was in awe when I saw that I made 
the shot,” Smith said. “I honestly didn’t 
think I was going to make it. It was 
a big relief since it gave us the lead 
against one of our rivals.”

THE CONGRATULATION
Teammates run with Smith in 
excitement after he headed in the 
winning shot. “My friend who played 
for LBJ was talking trash about how 
there was no way we would beat 
Travis,” senior Simon Fremgen said. “I 
was super happy when Griffin scored 
to give us the lead.”

THE CELEBRATION
Senior Simon Fremgen and sophomore 
Gerohan Irias-Espinal embrace after 
the game ended. “It was an amazing 
feeling when the final whistle blew,” 
Fremgen said. “I don’t remember much 
from the moment except that I just 
hugged the closest thing to me.” Photos 
by Adrian Peña.

EYES ON THE PRIZE
Senior John Carson jukes his Crockett 
opponent to move the ball down the field. 
“For me, it was more about my team than 
the game,” Carson said. “What was so 
special about this season was that my team 
had fun playing the game.” Photo courtesy 
of Jim Sipowicz.

FULL STRIDE
Junior Kirby Steckel dribbles the ball, 
passing up his Travis opponents. “I don’t 
even know what goes through my head on 
the field,” Steckel said. “I am just focused on 
putting the ball in the back of the net.” 
Photo courtesy of Jim Sipowicz.
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TURNING POINT OF SEASON
WHAT WAS THE BEST MOMENT OF 
THE SEASON?
Price: “The best moment of the season was beating 
Travis because we had had a rough start at the 
beginning of the season and lost a few games and 
Travis was in first place. When we beat Travis 
it showed the district that we’re not just a 
lower place team and that we actually had 
potential.”
WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT COACH 
MARTIN?
Price: “I like that Coach Martin has a serious and tough 
side when it’s time to work, but he’s also really close 
with the players and we can have a fun time as well.”

HOW HAS IT BEEN WORKING WITH YOUR TEAM 
THIS YEAR?

Price: “This year we had a good team. The team had a 
good mentality, we wanted to win, and we all worked 
really hard. There was a lot of good talent on this team. 
Overall, we had a pretty good season.”
WHAT POSITION DO YOU PLAY?
Price: “I play goalkeeper. I like being goalie because you 
get to jump around and do crazy things that most people 
don’t get to do in soccer. There’s no better feeling then 
when you have a really big save and keep the team in 
the game.”
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