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lar Wednesday night was a Bible study
night for us and we actually had a law enforcement officer in our Bible study talking to us
about positive ways to interact with police
officers,” Swinton said. “He got the call at the
end of his presentation, and as we were leaving
he was talking to our custodian about the need
to make sure the building was locked and that
everyone had left the premises.”
Swinton and her husband were driving
home when they received worried calls in relation to the shooting.
“Did you hear what happened at
Emanuel?”
“Do you know what’s going on downtown?”
“Are you okay?”
By the next morning, the full story
surfaced, and the true weight of the situation
rippled through the AME church community
as well as all of Charleston and other parts of
the country.
“When you hear of any shooting in
general, you’re sad -- because you don’t want
anyone to be hurt -- and you’re wondering
what’s going through a person’s mind in that
situation,” Swinton said. “But when you hear
that this individual came into the church and
made a statement that he wanted to start a race
war... you feel an even deeper sadness.”
Emanuel AME is often considered to be
Reverend Dr. William Swinton worshiping during his service on people breaking chains in their lives at Ebenezer AME Church in Charleston on Aug. 30.
the “Mother” of AME churches in the South,
since it was the first AME church established
in the South. Because of this, and the shooter’s
specific message by choosing this church, the
shooting was a painful blow to the AME family
all over the world.
“Think of it as your mother. This is the
first [AME] church in the South; everyone
respects it and holds it in high esteem, and it
really represents all that we stand for,” Swinton
said. “In addition to the specific congregation there that was impacted there, it literally
impacted the whole world.”
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tragedy such as this can enlighten society’s path.
ive and loving.
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“This incident has softened the hearts of
In the end, this reaction to this tragedy has
so many people, and caused so many people to
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As Swinton puts it, “he [Roof] might’ve fought
After the shock, the heartbreak and the
with hate, but we’re going to fight with love.”
memorials, the only option left is to somehow
find it in oneself to move on, and hope that a
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What was
your reaction
& how has it
impacted you
Imari Green
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“I lost my cousin in the shooting.
Cynthia Hurd was my cousin and
she made a very good impact on
me. She was a sweet person and he
[Dylann Roof] killed them for no
reason. I was so confused because
it was very random.”

Peter Ranney
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“That they [victim’s families]
forgave Dylann Roof in court even
after the whole thing happened.
Every time I go to church it is
brought up so it is referenced a lot
in my life.”

Mason Haselden
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“I don’t even think I was in
Charleston when I heard about
it and so when I came back I was
in shock. It was just so hard to
imagine it was happening so close
to home.”

Sharena Brown

09

“My brother’s girlfriend was affected by the shooting because her
grandmother was one of the victims that had passed in the shooting. His girlfriend has forgiven the
shooter. I just hope I come to the
point where I can forgive him one
day.”

Compassion,
grace offer healing
power in tragedy

Jake Gonda
“My first thought of that stays with
me is ‘Why them [victims]?’ I want
to think [it was] that Dylann Roof
was raised differently that caused
this shooting, but I’m not so sure
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the more I hear.”

Reverend Dr. William Swinton and assistant principle Cheryl Swinton after a church service
on Sunday, August 30 at Ebenezer AME Church where Mr. Swinton preaches.
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