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Testing brings scrutiny
I

RED SIREN: The new SCAD FASH museum unveiled its first exhibition, Oscar de la Renta. The installation features over 80
pieces, including this silk evening dress. See SCAD page 12

By Keegan Hasson and
Will Taft
n 2011, the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation unveiled its
findings that teachers in nearly
80 percent of Atlanta Public Schools
schools doctored answer sheets on
state-mandated tests to boost scores.
APS garnered national attention for
the scandal.
Just as perpetrators received their
sentences this past spring, two Grady
teachers were accused of cheating on
a state mandated teacher-assessment
test, called the Student Learning
Objectives, and a district-mandated
final exam.
The cheating occured in a school
that has become increasing skeptical
of standardized tests as an effective
measure of student knowledge and
teacher ability.
Students and teachers said the event
indicated an oversaturation of testing
in the classroom. Many questioned
the validity of the test rather than the
potential ethics violation.

On May 20, a teacher filed a
complaint with Principal Timothy
Guiney alleging that gym teacher
Harlen Graham reviewed questions
identical to those of the recreational
games SLO before taking the test.
Six days later, two students filed
a complaint alleging that biology
teacher David Olorunfemi gave his
students district-mandated final
exam questions in a study guide
before taking the actual exam.
APS investigated the cases over
the summer, and district reports
concluded that both teachers were
guilty of unethical behavior. Neither
returned for the 2015 school year.
The tests put pressure on teachers and left room for cheating because teachers administered and
graded their own tests.
“What [the SLO] does is measure
student growth over time, and it is
tied to teacher evaluations, so that
can be a factor that causes stress,”
Guiney said. “[But teachers] have
to make sure they are remaining

Impact of CRCT scandal lingers,
APS begins remediation plans
By Gregory Fedorov and Mark Winokur
ix years after the cheating scandal that shook Atlanta Public Schools, the full impact on students
whose scores were altered is now coming to light.
Georgia State University published a study earlier
this year that investigated the long-term effects on
students affected by the scandal. In response to its
findings, APS is beginning to implement intervention programs to ensure that these students’ needs
are met.
The study identified tests with at least five wrongto-right erasures as irregularities. This indicated that
a teacher had likely altered the answers. Using this
method, the authors identified 7,046 students whose
tests were likely manipulated. They then analyzed the
lasting consequences on these students by looking at
their more recent standardized test scores.
According to APS CRCT remediation committee
member Shawnna Hayes-Tavares, long-term deficiencies in student achievement can be attributed to
poor teaching at the time of the CRCT scandal.
“We have to believe that some of the reason why
the schools are now on a failing list is because those
students weren’t taught properly,” Hayes-Tavares
said. “If the teachers felt confident that they were

S

lifestyle

10 a&e

Attendance at the homecoming dance
and game skyrocketed this year.
Students expressed appreciation for
the huge changes to the events.

teaching, then they would not have felt the need
to cheat.”
The findings indicated that the largest impact was
on students who were in the first or second grades
when the cheating occurred.
The study considered the impact on students’
achievement in mathematics moderate, estimating
that the amount of education loss was equivalent to
having a first-year teacher in an advanced class.
The effects were the largest in Reading and English Language Arts. In these subjects, the cost of the
cheating was estimated between one fourth to one
half of the average annual achievement gain for a
middle school student.
Additionally, the cheating scandal could have
brought about a long-term impact by causing students to believe that they had a greater skill level
based on their CRCT scores.
“Children who are cheated and given a false sense
of security as it relates to their achievement can be
impacted, particularly when they get to higher levels when [the curriculum] is more difficult,” HayesTavares said.

ethical at all times; the stress cannot be an excuse for violating ethical standards.”
According the report, Graham
read SLO test questions and answers aloud to his recreational
games classes — under the guise
of test practice — the period before the test. Graham denied asking the questions verbatim and
giving answer choices, but multiple students also told investigators that Graham failed to create
an environment appropriate for
testing by allowing students to
use their cellphones and share
answers during the test. Graham
declined to comment.
Senior Gracie Griffith, an editor
on The Southerner staff, who was
on the girls basketball team when
Graham coached, said that Graham will be greatly missed by the
community.
“I remember him as someone
See CHEATING page 2
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The GSU study isolated students who
were potentially impacted by the
CRCT cheating and assessed
how their erasures affected performance on the 2015 Math
15%
CAAS Assessment. The study
found that these students performed lower compared to the
overall average, indicating a
long-term impact.
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Grady art alumni are using their talents
all over the city. From scultures in the
Atlanta Botanical Garden to Alliance
Theatre shows, Grady makes its mark.
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Coaches Earthwind Moreland, Daniel
Wilcox and Terry Jones lead the Grady
football team. The trio has 16 years
of NFL experience between them.

Grady Latin teacher Scott Allen wins
district Teacher of The Year after
winning the school award. Students
express appreciation for his teaching.
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Football injuries increase, garner national attention
teams. Maplewood Richmond
Heights High School in Missouri
disbanded its team over safety
concerns. Ridgefield Memorial
High School in New Jersey cut
its football program this season
because only 13 students tried
out. Camden Hills Regional High
School in Maine announced in
September it would cancel the last
five games of its season because
most of its upperclassmen players
had been injured, leaving only
inexperienced players able to play.
High School teams aren’t the only
ones seeing cuts. According to the
New York Times, Pop Warner, the
largest youth football organization
in the United States, has suffered
an even greater decline in teams. It
is being sued by the family of a 25year-old player who killed himself
in 2012, and who was later found
to have had chronic traumatic
encephalopathy, a degenerative
brain disease that has been linked
to repeated hits in the head. The
family claims Pop Warner failed to
warn players or train coaches about
the dangers of head trauma.
A study by the Department
of Veterans Affairs and Boston
University has identified that CTE
is found in 79 percent of football
players and in 96 percent of NFL
players they examined. They studied
165 individuals who had played
football at levels, ranging from high
school to professional, before their
deaths. The players then donated
their brains to science because the
disease can be definitively identified
post mortem.
While college and professional
football is still popular in the
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By Sophie Durham
There are a few names that have
fallen into the nation’s spotlight
recently:Tyrell Cameron, Ben Hamm,
Evan Murray and Kenney Bui. That’s
because they’re the names of high
school football players who’ve died
in the 2015 fall season.
Cameron broke his neck on a
punt return. Hamm suffered a
head injury and died after surgery.
Murray succumbed to massive
internal bleeding from a lacerated
spleen after a hard tackle and died
in the ambulance. Bui suffered a
concussion in early September and
died of blunt-force trauma three days
after an October game.
According to the National
Center for Catastrophic Sport
Injury Research, there have been
only two high school seasons
without a death since 1982 (19901991 and 1994-1995).
These numbers are causing many
schools to reconsider the existence of
their football programs. According
to the NCCSIR, over 811 high
school football players have had
serious injuries since 1982, and
131 of these have resulted in death.
Despite innovations in football
gear and rules, there has been an
increase in football-related injuries
in teenagers, including concussions,
broken bones, torn ligaments and
internal bleeding.
These injuries and deaths have
resulted in fewer students trying
out for football teams and limited
numbers of players available during
the season. Although there are no
exact statistics of schools having
shut down their programs, a few
schools have publicly cut their

United States, the participation of
male football players in high school
has decreased 2.4 percent in the last
five years, and is currently at 1.08
million participants, according
to the National Federation of
State High School Associations.
The National Federation is the
body that sets national rules of
competition for high school sports
in the United States.
The declining youth participation
rates are beginning to worry the
NFL. The league donated a large
sum of money to USA Football,
the non-profit national governing
body for amateur football in the
United States, in order to train
coaches and promote safe-tackling
programs. In response, youth leagues
and high schools have followed the
organization’s lead and reduced
contact in practice. While this is an
important step, a majority of the
serious injuries still occur in games.
NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell

released an open letter advocating
safety on Oct. 1.
The Georgia High School
Association has followed the NFL’s
lead and has implemented safetackling rules for participating high
school football programs. Grady’s
head football coach Earthwind
Moreland follows these safety
regulations when running practices.
“GHSA has said that you can’t hit
three consecutive days, and you can
only have contact two days for 30
minutes, as opposed to sometimes
in the past just letting the coaches
handle their practice how they saw
fit,” Moreland said.
There are certain steps coaches
must take when a player is injured.
Moreland explained, that as a coach,
he is responsible for sending his players
through the correct channels.
“If an injury happens during a
game, we take their helmets so they
won’t go back out there,” Moreland
said. “They have to see a certified

person, not even myself can say
‘Hey you’re okay go back out there.’
A physician has to clear them, and
if they’re initially deemed unfit,
then they have to go through a
battery of tests before they can go
back out on the field.”
These policies are in response to
problems with coaches allowing
players to play with injuries because
they are unable to correctly diagnose
the symptoms of injuries and are
unwilling to remove players.
With these injuries gaining
attention, more kids are taking up
non-contact sports. The popularity
of football could be in trouble if this
trend continues.
“I really feel that for some of those
programs, it’s more money issues
than the injuries,” Moreland said.
“You look at sports like cheerleading
and hockey, which have just as many
injuries but they aren’t reported as
much because football is looked at
as a barbaric sport.” p

CRCT INTERVENTION programs seek to erase damage
From page 1
While APS has offered intervention programs in previous years, the district could
cater only to skill-deficient students and
not specifically to victims of the cheating
as those students had not been concretely
identified to be impacted.
“The district guidelines said that they
would enroll students in support classes
who had the lowest 35 percent of students
on the 8th Grade CRCT, and that’s how
the district, starting last year, set up enrollment in those classes,” Student Support
Team Coordinator Susan Ramsay said.
Programs offered include online curriculum recovery, an expansion of credit recovery, an increase in Atlanta Virtual Academy
and implementation of dropout recovery
plans. In addition, the district offered Accelerated Intervention Plans consisting of
school day programs, after-school enrichment, a Saturday Academy and parent
workshops. Many of these programs have
been utilized not only for recovery, but for
courses in advanced classes.
Now that the district has identified those
students possibly affected, school officials
are working to effectively target those in
need of assistance to ensure that their needs
are met. However, not every student who
was identified as potentially impacted necessarily has skill deficits in academic achievement. It is possible that a student could
have altered their answers more than five
times without teacher intervention.

Because the academic progress of students
“There are 60 students at Grady that
varies on a case-by-case basis, the needs of have been identified as potentially impactthe students will be assessed through In- ed in ninth through 12th grade,” Ramsay
dividual Learning Programs which will at- said. “In comparison, Mays High School
tempt to identify the individual needs of has about 400 identified students ... In the
the students. These
grand scheme of
What we could have corrected,
programs will help
things, Grady
support the victims
has a lower immaybe a smaller gap four or five
through graduation by
than most
years ago, could potentially now be pact
providing remedial asother schools.”
a much larger gap,”
sistance based on the
C u r r e n t l y,
student’s individual
Grady is workacademic progress.
ing to imple“Individual learnShawnna Hayes-Tavres ment reading
ing teams will put
CRCT Remediation committee member and math suptogether Individual
port classes to
Learning Plans, where they will look at the assist impacted students. Academic remeindividual needs and academic goals as it diation programs will include courses in
relates to that child and see what type of reading, ELA and mathematics, as well as
strategies are in place that they can put in to flexible learning periods. These programs
support that child,” Hayes-Tavares said.
will be modeled based on services that have
In Individual Learning Plans, parents already been established to assist students
are encouraged to meet with advisors and with skill-deficits in general.
review the academic progress of their chil“District-wide, the services of each
dren. Teachers also must know which stu- school offered might vary a little bit, but
dents are identified as having Individual the Individual Learning Plans at Grady are
Learning Plans and modify instruction. set up using the programs that Grady has
Students who are on track may not need in place, such as the math and reading supintervention programs or may be offered port classes,” Ramsay said.
SAT and ACT preperation classes.
While progress has been made to assist
At Grady, there are a number of students the needs of the impacted students, school
who have been impacted by the cheating staff are still waiting to receive a response
scandal and are seeking remedial assis- from the district to determine which stutance. The incident, however, has a more dents at Grady were impacted by the cheatlimited effect at Grady than other schools ing. This has delayed efforts to implement
in the district.
remedial programs.

“

“My understanding is that we haven’t
received all of the data,” Grady U.S. History teacher Roderick Pope said. “It has
not been compiled yet, so we’re waiting.”
Aside from identifying the students who
could have been impacted from the cheating, the implemenation of the Individual
Learning Plans will be a difficult task to
execute, and a significant amount of progress still needs to be made. APS is aiming
to complete the Indivudual Learning Plan
meetings by the end of the first semester of
this year. However, based on Hayes-Tavares’s concerns, it will be difficult for APS to
timely execute this goal.
“Even though it sounds great and I want
to say they’re in the right movement and
process for getting there, we still have a
ways to go,” Hayes-Tavares said. “Identifying the students is one thing — putting
together 3,500 individual learning plans is
another issue.”
Another concern regarding implementation is that it will be challenging to address
the learning deficiencies of impacted students. Because it has taken five years for
APS to identify the potentially-impacted
students, there is a large gap of achievement
that the educators will have to address.
“What we could have corrected, maybe
a smaller gap four or five years ago, could
potentially now be a much larger gap,”
Hayes-Tavares said. “In my opinion, they
did not respond quickly enough and let
our children know that cheating them
would not be tolerated." p

