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Getting to know...

Baridapdoo Wiwuga

Senior

What does your name mean? What do your siblings’ names mean?
My name is Baridapdoo, and that means “God is able to do.” My brother’s, NekaBari, means “give God the glory.” My little sister’s, Barinwa,
means “God of life.”
What kind of music do you like?
I like everything really. Except for country. And metal. Okay, just
country. I don’t really have a favorite band, but I’ve been listening to
Milky Chance lately. It’s like a European reggae. I love Florence and the
Machine. She’s just so passionate. Man, I wish I could hit those notes. I
love things that accompany passion.
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What’s the funniest thing that’s ever happened to you?
I was on a swamp tour… and as we were getting off of these boats, one of
my friends says, ‘Hey look, there’s an alligator!’ And so, I don’t know, no
inhibition, I instantly reached my hand around the wire and hit it on the
head. I just tapped it right in the middle of the eyes. And it was so surreal, man. As I was pulling my hand up really quickly, I saw the alligator
flip up and I saw it going for my hand. I felt its teeth on my pinky finger.
I am so lucky I have all of my hands today! I was so lucky none of the
counselors were looking.

Senior Baridapdoo Wiwuga twirls around, showcasing her dreadlocks, which she values as an important aspect of her faith. She
describes, “For me, it’s a renewed covenant to show that I’ve given my life to God. It’s just a physical representation of what I feel
spiritually.”
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“A few summers ago, I went to
Haiti and got to work with deaf
children. It was a really
eye-opening experience.”		
-- Abby Mart

“I was born in Tamuning, Guam
and moved around a lot because
my dad’s in the military.”
-- Randal Everett

Tell me about your family and your heritage.
My dad is Nigerian, and we come from the Oogoni tribe, near Lagos.
He lived in a village when he was younger. It was a mud hut village; they
didn’t have houses until he left. But he left for college and never went
back. My mom is from Wisconsin. She’s German and Swedish and maybe
a little Italian. I’m not sure. And she’s also a farm girl.
Where have you gone to high school so far and why did you switch?
My first high school was Burke High School, and I went there for my
freshman year. The we moved closer to North Charleston High, so that’s
where I went going into my sophomore year. The middle of the last quarter, I switched out of North Charleston to Fort Dorchester, and for my
senior year I switched here. I’ve switched a lot because my family moves
a lot. Our living situation changes a lot, which isn’t always the best, but it
is what it is, and we just have to deal with it. It’s made me a more adaptable person.

the
tribe
11
09
“When I grow up, I want to be
an astronaut because I really love
space. I want to learn more about
the unknown.”		
--Emily Avera

“If I was an animal I would be a
sloth so that I could sleep all the
time.”
--Claudia McKellar

-- compiled by Mary Prickett
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“I really love the outdoors. This
summer I went on a five day hike
of the Appalachian Trail. It was so
much fun.”
--Stephanie Areford

