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The Wegmann family has been involved at Clarke Central since
1987, providing support to the academic and athletic programs with five family members who attended the school.

Featured: DEEPLY ROOTED: The Wegmann family has maintained strong
ties to the school and community since former Principal’s secretary Connie
and current Student Support Tech specialist Mike moved to Athens in
1987. Their daughter, Ashlee, who graduated in 1999, is the current
varsity volleyball coach and Special Education department chair, while their
sons, Ryan and Beau, played soccer at CCHS and graduated in 1998 and
1999, respectively. Former front office secretary Kelly Wegmann and her
husband Chuck, Mike’s brother, became involved at Clarke Central when
they moved to Athens in 1999. Their daughter, Mallory, played volleyball--under Ashlee--and basketball at CCHS and graduated in 2003, while
their son, Nick, played football and baseball and is now currently coaching
both those sports at CCHS after graduating in 2007.

FEBRUARY 2016

odysseynewsmagazine.net | ODYSSEY NEWSMAGAZINE

| 27

>> COVER STORY

N

ick Wegmann graduated from Clarke Central High
School in 2007. But four years before him, so did Mallory Wegmann Berry, and four years before Mallory
so did Beau Wegmann, and one year before Beau, so did Ryan
Wegmann, and four years before Ryan so did Ashlee Wegmann.
Nine years before Nick graduated, Chuck and Kelly Wegmann
became involved in the school, and 11 years before that, so did
Mike and Connie Wegmann.
The Wegmanns have had a long line of involvement in
CCHS and the Clarke County School District. Nine Wegmanns
have been involved in the school in some way, and all have
contributed to multiple aspects of the school community.
“We moved to Athens in 1987. I was here about three
months and applied for a job at Clarke Central, and stayed
there ever since,” Connie said.
Connie’s prompt involvement in CCHS lead to a tie that has now lasted 29
years.
“I pretty much worked in every office. I started in the media center, and I
was the aid in the media center, and then I worked in the guidance office, then
I worked in records, and then worked as a bookkeeper, then I became principal’s secretary for maybe the last 10 years that I was there,” Connie said.
With Mike and Connie’s children, Ashlee, Ryan and Beau at Saint Joseph
Catholic School before high school, their desire for their kids to also be
involved in the school provoked Mike in 1992 to make a decision regarding the
athletic program at CCHS.
“I went with Billy Henderson to Georgia High School Association to get
permission for the kids from the private (middle) schools to play at the high
schools. Until Billy Henderson went and appealed that, they weren’t allowed to
participate,” Mike said.
Beau was then able to play soccer at CCHS starting from seventh grade, and

“I would like to think people say, ‘Oh, that was the family
that gave their all, and supported and did all they had to
do for Clarke Central.’ It wasn’t just for our kid, it was for
everyone involved.”
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--CHUCK WEGMANN,
former Clarke Central parent
Ryan played starting from eighth grade. In 1999, his senior year, Beau went on
to the State Championship with the varsity soccer team, and tied with Johnson
City High School (Tenn.) for the National Championship.
“He got the football scholarship (to Elon University), so he didn’t start
playing (senior year) because he didn’t want to hurt himself and lose that
scholarship. But someone got hurt and the team had a vote, and they came in
the house and asked him to go back to play,” Mike said. “He ended up playing
the rest of the year.”
Beau went on to Elon University on a full-ride football scholarship. With
Ashlee playing soccer, and Ryan and Beau playing football and soccer, Mike and
Connie’s involvement became directed towards athletics. They were Booster
Club presidents for the soccer team for two years. Connie worked with the
cheerleaders.
“I think probably my best time was (when) I was a cheerleader sponsor. I had
the best time with those girls. I did it for about seven years,” Connie said. “Back
in those days, when it was senior night, the cheerleaders would pick a senior
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Opposite page left: GLAD TO BE A WEGMANN: Assistant football and baseball coach Nick Wegmann, a Class of
2007 graduate, as a baseball player at CCHS. “I just miss high school. It was fun. I had a fun four years,” Nick said.
Opposite page right: A NIGHT TO REMEMBER: Class of 1999 graduate Beau Wegmann is pictured with his parents,
Connie and Mike, during Senior Night as a defender on the 1999 National Champion Clarke Central varsity soccer
team. “Someone got hurt and the team had a vote, and they came in the house and asked (Beau) to go back to
play,” Connie said. Top right: CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES: Mallory Wegmann Berry (third from left) is pictured (left-right)
with varsity basketball coach Carla Johnson, her father Chuck, her brother Nick and her mother Kelly. Bottom right:
STANDING STRONG: Beau (center), pictured from left-right with his brother Ryan, father Mike, mother Connie and
sister Ashlee during his Signing Day ceremony to play football at Elon University. Top left: ALL IN THE FAMILY: Ashlee
(left), who was Mallory’s coach on the varsity volleyball team and is now Special Education department chair, is
pictured with Mallory (right) at Mallory’s Signing Day ceremony in 2003.

football player, and we would go to their houses while they were at practice
and decorate their rooms. They just don’t do stuff like that anymore.”
The year Ryan graduated in 1998, Chuck and Kelly moved to Athens with
their children Mallory and Nick, and became involved in CCHS.
“Both Kelly and I were athletes in high school, and we wanted them to participate and go to a school where they could have both, and be competitive. So
that’s how we decided,” Chuck said. “The kids wanted to go to Clarke Central
and not Oconee County or Cedar Shoals anyways. (Connie and Mike) had
probably been here 15 years maybe.”
Kelly worked as the front office secretary, and through that was able to get to
know the school and the community.
“I was in the front office, and I feel like I got to know almost every kid in
the school because at one time or another, they came through there. It was fun
because I got involved,” Kelly said. “Even after I left, in 2003, I went down to
the Board Office to the administrative offices. We still stayed involved because
the kids were there.”
Chuck and Kelly wanted Mallory and Nick to be involved in sports, and in
1999 Mallory started basketball in the winter, and volleyball under Ashlee in the
spring. She made the first basket in the New Gym, and Nick cut the ribbon for
its opening. Nick was involved in Clarke Central from his sixth grade year when
he began dressing as the gladiator for Mallory’s basketball games.
“I’ve just always been outgoing, I’m not really shy to do anything in front of
people that might not know me, anything like that. I just saw what it was like
supporting my sister, and I knew all the girls that were playing on the basketball
team that would hang out with her, and we would go to every game no matter
where it was,” Nick said. “When they would go to away games, we’d take the
suit with us.”
In the fall of 2003, Nick entered high school and gave up dressing as the
gladiator so he could play football and baseball. As soon as he graduated in
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2007, he spoke with former football head coach Leroy Ryals to find a position
within the football program, and has since become an assistant football and
baseball coach.
“I just loved high school. There are plenty of memories. It’s what I tell the
kids now that I’m coaching, is that it goes by just like that,” Nick said. “When
you turn around, you’re not playing anymore. If we’re at a football practice and
I hear someone saying they’re tired, if it’s a senior, I’ll say ‘Well when the season’s over and you’ve got nothing to do, you would beg to just have one more
practice even if you weren’t going to play the game, because it’s just something
you can do.”
Chuck and Kelly were heavily involved in the sports Mallory and Nick played,
becoming the Booster Club Presidents for basketball in 2001, and football in
2006. But before that, in 1999, Chuck fulfilled a whole new role.
“(Athletic director) Jon Ward asked me to be the PA announcer at the football
games, and I said I would. I did it until one year after Nick graduated. I did that
for two years, then Jon Ward, Buster Crumpton and myself one summer day
went to lunch together, and that’s when Jon had the idea of ‘Gladiator Internet
Television.’ We launched that that fall. Buster Crumpton and I have been doing
GITV football games for for or five years now. I did the ‘Leroy Ryals Show’ on
Charter Cable, produced (Nick’s) senior year and three years after that.”
With Mike now working as Student Support Tech at CCHS, Connie in eligibility for athletes, Ashlee as the CAPS Department Chair and volleyball coach
and Nick as an assistant coach for baseball and football, the Wegmanns hope to
carry on the stories they’ve experienced to future generations.
“I don’t think we’re looking for a legacy,” Chuck said. “I would like to think
people say, ‘Oh, that was the family that gave their all, and supported and did
all they had to do for Clarke Central.’ It wasn’t just for our kid, it was for everyone involved.”
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