SCSPA Individual Yearbook Competition Category Descriptions
COVER

· Only student work should be submitted.  Do NOT enter company-designed covers.

· Judges will consider use of color(s), original design elements, use of theme (if used), location of typography and relationship to contents.

FEATURE STORY

· Feature stories should utilize creative (not news) leads, strong transitional devices for all paragraphs, strong concluding paragraphs and strong writing techniques. 

· Judges will look for the writer’s ability to communicate a meaningful event of the school year in a unique manner. 

PHOTOGRAPHY - CANDID

· Only student work may be submitted.

· Both the original photo and the page on which the photo appears in the yearbook must be submitted.

· A photograph of a candid, non-staged moment of a student’s life that captures and defines an element of the school year.

· Photographs in this category are separate from sports photos but may include pictures of a student activity at sporting events.

· Photos cannot be manipulated or altered in Photoshop and must exhibit their natural form. 

PHOTOGRAPHY - FEATURE

· Only student work may be submitted.

· Both the original photo and the page on which the photo appears in the yearbook must be submitted.

· Either a black and white or color photograph that captures a special moment during the school year may be submitted. 

· Photographs will be judged on composition (i.e. rule of thirds, contrast, eye flow, stopping power), technical quality (printing) and overall importance of capturing one unique aspect of the school year. 

PHOTOGRAPHY - SPORTS

· Only student work may be submitted.

· Both the original photo and the page on which the photo appears in the yearbook must be submitted.

· Either a black and white or color photograph that captures a special sports moment during the school year may be submitted. 

· Photographs will be judged on composition (i.e. rule of thirds, contrast, eye flow, stopping power), technical quality (printing) and overall importance of capturing one unique aspect of the school year. 

SPREAD DESIGN

· Entire spread from any section of the book may be submitted. 

· Spread design will be judged by established design standards:

· dominant photo

· eye flow 

· consistent inner margins

· primary/secondary headlines

· modern graphic elements and their overall visual impact 

THEME DEVELOPMENT (Entries for this category must be sent by snail mail)

· Contest will judge a staff’s development of their theme. 

· Include all theme-related pages: cover, endsheets (if used), title page, opening, closing, divisionals, and other pages that highlight the theme or the theme graphics. 

Important note: If entering the theme development competition, you MUST either send a SEPARATE BOOK from the one you send in to be evaluated OR send in the theme-related parts from another (perhaps damaged) book.

