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When Tribal Tribune reporters Rosemary Delamater and Desi Leech attended YALLFEST Nov. 9-10, both received advanced copies of books.
Below are Delamater’s reviews of books to look for in 2019.

Quarantine:
A Love Story
Release date: March 2019
Honestly, when I first picked this up I was
worried it would be super cheesy. I wasn’t completely wrong -- it was a little cheesy -- but I still
thought it made for a good story.The
story definitely has an unusual premise: two teenagers meet each other
on an airplane flight, but they would
never have gotten to know each other
if they had not ended up trapped in
quarantine together for 30 days. Over
the course of many ups and downs,
the pair discovers that they care for

each other.
One reason I enjoyed it so much was that it
has a depth that I didn’t expect. The story portrays snapshots of several complications of teenage life, from family relationships to the maze of
social media. Most of all, it emphasizes that time
is needed for real relationships to develop. It is
not an love-at-first-sight story full of roses and
songbirds. The characters probably spend more
time frustrated with each other than
not -- which is unsurprising, since they
literally can’t get away from each other
-- but ultimately, their isolation enables
them to understand both themselves
and each other more clearly. Between
the humor and the refreshing perspective offered by the setting, this is definitely a book to look out for.
Rosemary Delamater

Tarot
Release date: February 2019
Full of vivid characters, rich worlds and
magic, this book reads a lot like a modern-day
fairy tale. At first, I was concerned it would be
too much like a fairy tale; three of the main
characters are named the Magician, the Hermit
and the Fool. I thought they might be used as
plot devices but have no depth. My apprehension only increased when the
story began with a girl who had been
trapped in a tower for her entire life.
However, I once I was into the story
more, I realized that these elements
did not cause the story to be didactic
or bland. Instead, I found myself enjoying how they blended with features

To Night Owl From
Dogfish
Release date: February 2019
No, this book has almost nothing to do
with literal owls or dogfish. These are code
names which two 12-year-old girls give each
other after learning their gay dads are
romantically involved with each other.
That’s not the most bizarre thing
in this book, either. Its pages are full
of two years’ worth of summer camp
misadventures, relationship drama
and humorous side conversations
spanning two years, two summer
camps and two families. It was engaging in its

of a typical modern-day young adult novel to
create an enchanting, beautiful story.
The plot itself is thoroughly enjoyable.
There is romance, but it is not really the main
feature of the book. That is probably my least favorite part of the book; it is developed enough
to cause interest but not enough for it to feel
wholly formed. This, however, is overshadowed
by the engaging plot, which is unique and yet
seems familiar at times. It progresses so smoothly that it comes across like a story that
was waiting to be told.
On top of the compelling plot
and storytelling, this novel’s themes of
freedom and self-discovery are highly
relevant to teens. Overall, it is a vibrant book which I would definitely
recommend.
Rosemary Delamater
entirety, all the way through its unexpected,
uplifting conclusion. The two main characters,
though polar opposites, were both endearing
and mischievous as they got to know each other.
The book also had an unusual style; the zany
story was told through emails, letters and other
written documents between the characters. This
gave the reader an intimate view of the different
characters. It focuses on the relationships between characters and how they change
as the plot progresses.
I delighted in this story because
it was a well-balanced mix of funny
details, which made for a good portrayal of childhood, and more serious
content which subtly examined at the
complexity of relationships and family.
Rosemary Delamater
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A new type of cinematic web-slinger
I’m just going to say it. We have enough
Spider-Man movies. Did we really need separate
Andrew Garfield and Tom Holland reboots after
the first three Tobey Maguire movies? Six movies has brought a beloved character to a spot in
his cinematic career where writers are just running out of things to do with him. The latest
movie, Spide-Man Homecoming, was okay at
best but it really showed that there is not much
left we can see out of Spide-Man, and yet they
make another one in Spider-Man into the Spider-Verse. Let’s spend $13.50 to see yet another
Spider-Man movie
with tired ideas.
This is the
thought process I
had walking into
the theater to see
the newest version
of Spider-Man. The
only thing that gave
me any hope for this
film was the main
character
change
from Peter Parker
to Miles Morales
and the switch animation rather than
live action. Don’t get
me wrong, all of the
Spider-Man movies
have been enjoyable, but they lack
that depth of quality
that makes superhero movies like the
original Iron Man and Black Panther so iconic.
That being said, this newest installment in the
Spider-Man movies, Spider-Man Into the SpiderVerse was not just refreshing but astounding. It
has finally put a Spider-Man movie in the conversation for the top Marvel, if not top superhero movies of all-time conversation.
With outstanding animation that plummets the audience into a comic book in the theater, producer Will Allegra has out done himself. Previously the producer of films including
Solo: A Star Wars Story, 22 Jump Street and The
Lego Movie, Allegra took Into the Spider-Verse
to next level. The immersive design and intricate attention to detail, brought this somewhat
unknown story to the box office...and crushed it.
With the exception of devoted Spider-Man
fans, not many people in the general public had
even heard of Mile Morales as he is still a relatively new character in the comic book world.
Voiced by the also relatively new actor Shameik
Moore, Morales was portrayed as an extremely
relatable character especially to a teenage/young
adult audience, and he seemed more realistic
than most of the previous live action SpiderMen.
The plot follows Morales’ life as he is bitten
by a radioactive spider, and gains the same powers as the real Spider-Man, whom Morales has

looked up too. Soon after gaining powers, the
young Morales gets caught up in crime fighting
with the real Spider-Man as well as some other
versions of Spider-Man from other dimensions, which are hinted at in the trailer. To say
anything more of this beautifully executed plot
would spoil the best animated movie of the year,
and perhaps the best Spider-Man ever made.
The best part of Into the Spider-Verse was
that it brought every element of Spider-Man
that the viewer wants. The early struggles and
then successes of trying to control the newfound powers given
to Morales are heavily stressed throughout the movie and this
element persists to the
very last fight seen. The
tragedy of the various
Spider-Man stories are
developed during the
film and really bring
this light-hearted film
back down to earth.
Comedy has always
been a necessary component of any SpiderMan story, and this was
no exception. I actually
found myself laughing
out loud in the crowded theater because of
the sometimes hilarious dialogue between
Moore and his costars
Jake Johnson and Hailee Steinfeld. The overall fun feeling of Into the
Spider-Verse made the movie seem like an adventure rather than two hours just sitting in a
theatre.
If there was only one reason to go see the
newest adaptation of this hugely popular franchise, it would be the animation. The classic
fight scenes became so much more in this movie. As Morales fights, so much design and detail
is put into the image so that the viewer gets a
animated movie yet the comic book feeling that
Spider-Man is rooted in. Even just watching
Morales swing from building to building is an
experience. It is so complex yet simple to watch
and take in.
Every single detail from the star-studded
soundtrack with artists like Post Malone, Lil
Wayne, Nicki Minaj, etc. to the classic aspects of
Spider-Man mixed with a fresh exciting angles
makes Spider-Man Into the Spider-Verse a movie
that just cannot be missed or passed over, and
so far it hasn’t making $35.4 million in its first
weekend vaulting it into the top of the box office
and into history as the highest grossing three
day animated opening in December.
This is not your typical superhero movie.
It is one of the all-time greats.
Sean Makepeace

