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Other ways to get certified
Integrated Business Applications
(IBA)
Students in IBA take an exam to become certified
as Microsoft Office Specialists (MOS). The class teaches
students how to use various Microsoft applications such
as Word, Excell and PowerPoint. Though the certification
alone is likely not enough to land a job, it is an impressive item to add to a resume that could help distinguish
students from other candidates. “It gives you an extra
oomph,” current student Gillian Thomas said.
The course is one semester and is open to all sophomores, juniors and seniors.

Cutting
up

Automotive Technology
Students in Automotive Technology (or “autotech”)
have the opportunity to earn the Automotive Service
Excellence (ASE) certification while also gaining handson experience doing repairs and diagnostics on real vehicles. The certification and the experience are qualities
that potential employers in the car repair industry look
for when hiring.
“[The class] gives students a foot in the door to help
them get a job,” said Autotech teacher Andy Streets.
Students begin the class during the second semester
of sophomore year and continue through the first semester of senior year.

Health Science Clinical Study
HSCS teaches students basic nursing skills to prepare them for health science careers. Every morning,
the class spends two blocks at the Franke Home, where
they assist elderly residents while also getting handson training in nursing.
The program gives students the chance to become
a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA), which could
help land them entry-level positions in healthcare. But
the certificate is also useful for those pursuing other
medical careers, including applicants to med school.
“People have the misconception that if you take this
program you only want to be a nursing aid, but that’s
not true,” teacher Catherine Lawson said. “It should be
opening the door to see if you enjoy healthcare and be a
stepping stone to further your education.”
Because it involves working with real people, the
program is only open to seniors who have completed
Health Science 1 and 2 along with one other medical
course.

--Jonathan McKinney

Senior Meagan Forbes
styles a customer’s hair
in the cosmetology
room at the Center for
Advanced Studies
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Cosmetology class gives
students chance to jump
start their careers

Jonathan McKinney

staff writer

It is Monday morning. Jill Baumrind, a
2016 Wando graduate, wakes and prepares for
an 8 a.m. class at Trident Tech. Afternoon, and
senior Megan Forbes is practicing updos -- her
favorite -- in the cosmetology room. Evening,
and the two are working, doing what they do
best: cutting hair, dyeing hair, washing hair,
braiding hair. It is an art. It is their life and livelihood. And it is what they love.
Two years ago, Baumrind was where
Forbes is now: a soon-to-be-licensed cosmetologist studying under Teresa Smith,
the retired hairdresser who singlehandedly runs Wando’s cosmetology program.
On the wall of Smith’s office
hangs a list of names: last year’s
roster. Some are scratched out; others
bear check marks beside them. She traces down
the list with her finger, noting her successes and
failures. This one graduated and is working.
That one got pregnant and dropped out. This
one is in college and wants to own a cosmetics
company. That one skipped school every Friday
and dropped out. She knows every name.
Baumrind qualifies as one of Smith’s successes. And while there are plenty of aspects
of the job that have had to be learned through
experience, Baumrind credits Smith for giving
her a solid foundation and pushing her past
her limits.
“I am so incredibly proud of her because
she has just far surpassed anything that I
dreamed for her,” Smith said of Baumrind.
“She walked right into a great situation,
and she’s doing really well.”
Today, Baumrind works as
an assistant at Shag Salon Studio
in Cirque Salon with ambitions to
take over the salon when her boss
retires.
“But if not,” Baumrind said,
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“I’ll open up my own.”
Though the occupation has its challenges,
Baumrind is satisfied with it. Many people in
their late teens and early 20s are unsure about
their future -- either because they don’t know
what they want to do or because they can’t find
a job. Baumrind doesn’t face either of those
problems.
“I’m 20 years old and I’m working in the
career of my choice,” she said, “going to school
and trying to make something of this.”
Baumrind hasn’t always wanted to be a
cosmetologist. She first got into the field when
her mom, a former hairdresser herself, encouraged her to try Wando’s program. Fortunately,
it stuck.
“I just fell in love with it,” Baumrind said.
“Whenever I would complete someone’s hair
[I’d] get that... overwhelming feeling [of] being
proud and happy with the way it came out and
making someone feel good about themselves.”
Now in its fourth year, the cosmetology
program was part of the late Principal Lucy
Beckham’s original vision for the Center for
Advanced Studies.
“Mrs. Beckham had this vision of kids
having the opportunity to come out of a high
school environment and be prepared to join the
workforce,” Smith said. “These students in this
program… will be fully licensed and ready to
go to work when they graduate.”
Students apply for admission in their
sophomore year to enter the two-year program
as juniors. There are currently 11 juniors and
11 seniors, and while Smith hopes to get her
enrollment up, she emphasizes that she doesn’t
accept everyone.
“It has to be qualified candidates... I don’t
let just anybody in the program that wants to,”
Smith said. “They have to learn anatomy, and
they have to learn about electricity and
chemistry. There’s a whole lot beyond
just playing with hair to this program.”
Working with hair, however, is
still an important part of the class.
The room is dotted with mannequins sporting real human hair
that the students can practice on.
Outfitted with chairs, sinks and
mirrors, the room also transforms three days a week into a
functioning salon so they can get
used to working on real clients.
Forbes said that they normally
have a good number of clients come
in during the day to get their hair
done.
“It’s fun,” she said. “It’s boring doing the mannequins now, since we can
do real people.”
Unlike Baumrind, Forbes has always intended to pursue cosmetology.
“Ever since I was younger, I would watch
YouTube videos… on hair[styling],” she said.
“I just always knew I wanted to go to cosme-

tology school.”
But her passion came with a cost. Forbes
went to Coastal Christian Prep until her junior
year. When she found out that Wando had a
cosmetology program, she switched schools so
that she could join.
“I had been there my whole life, and then
I switched for my junior year to go here,” she
said. “I used to play volleyball. I do miss volleyball... but I think I made the right decision.”
“I love it here,” she said. “I like it a lot better.”
Forbes’ involvement in the program eventually landed her a job working at Stella Nova in
Town Center.
“They emailed my teacher asking for someone in the class to be an assistant,” she said. “I
emailed them, and then they interviewed me…
I’m just an assistant right now, so I fold towels,
wash hair and clean up and stuff.”
After graduating, she plans to continue
working at Stella Nova, although she may take
a few classes at Trident Tech -- “just to have a
backup plan,” she said. Cosmetology, though, is
her passion.
According to Forbes and Baumrind, there
is much more to cosmetology than just doing
‘dos.
“You definitely have to enjoy talking to
people and listening to their lives,” Baumrind
said. “They always say
that when you’re a
hairdresser you’re a
therapist too.
It’s really
true.”
If they
c a n

successfully manage to focus on “every piece of
hair [they] cut” -- as Baumrind puts it -- while
simultaneously filling the role of therapist,
hairdressers can even add creativity to make
their craft an art.
“I love creating my own hairstyles… and
with color, you can kind of play around a little,”
Forbes said. “Even with haircuts, you can really
put creativity in there with different layers or
bangs, or face framing,” she said.
“It’s not like you’re doing one thing all day
long,” she added. “It doesn’t get boring.”
For Forbes and Baumrind, the rewards of doing something positive
for clients make cosmetology
worth the effort.
“I think my number 
one thing is making 
people feel pretty on 
the inside and outside,” Forbes said. “It
just makes me happy 
for people, making 
them look good.”
“I never have
never dreaded a day
of coming to work,”
Baumrind said. “Our
holiday season is long,
it’s rough, it’s rough on
our bodies. Normally we
work an eight hour day, but
then [sometimes] you’ll
work 10- to 12-hour
days...
It’s
long

and it’s brutal, but I’ve never gotten up in the
morning and not wanted to come to work. I really, truly in my heart enjoy what I do.”

Class of 2016 graduate
Jill Baumrind is now
working as an assistant
at Shag Salon Studio in
Cirque Salon after taking
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