Student profile:
With Cobb, learning is an instrumental way of life

By Anna Mock

The brass tuba perches on her shoulder like the 35 pound instrument was meant to be there. The gold-colored metal shines lustrously in the harsh Zemp Stadium lights as she attaches the mouthpiece and places her fingers on the keys in preparation to lead the band in the iconic pep tune named ESPN.

In concert band one can find her hard at work pressing the keys on a French horn or the valves on a baritone.  

There is only one way to say it--the girl’s got brass. 

Junior Ashley Cobb is a master of instruments, 14 of them, to be exact. During the beginning of her freshman year, she decided that she wanted to pursue music school, and learning to play as many instruments as possible would be conducive to that goal. She originally did not plan to play as many instruments as she does now but at one point she grew fond of simply picking up instruments and playing them.  

Ashley’s favorite part of being in band is being able to perform in a group. 

“I guess just being part of a program where your individual efforts are mixed with everyone else’s, it gives you such a great result at the end. And whether it may be at a competition or a performance in general, the reaction from the crowd is great,” Cobb said.

The one drawback that Ashley sees from being in band is its small size and the lack of credit the band gets as a result.  

“I do wish that our numbers were a little bit higher because we’re such a small band everyone just puts us down so much more than we already are. And we have so much potential but it’s like it’s not quite recognized throughout the school because of our size,” Cobb said.

Ashley continually serves as an inspiration to her band peers. 

“She brings a dedication and commitment to the band that exemplifies what a band student should really be and everyone sees the commitment she gives and they want to be like her too. Plus, she’s a very talented musician herself,” Mr.Spitler said.

Learning as many instruments as possible is a crucial part of Ashley’s career path, and it also makes her a well-rounded musician. 

 “Ashley is really awesome. I’ve worked with her and she has developed a very good sense of musicianship and she is very good at helping others when they need help too. And I know that she wants to be a band director and I try my best to show her things that she won’t necessarily see in college as much as possible, such as like when I taught her about learning other instruments and going ahead and getting a feel for other instruments. In college they give you a not even really a semester’s worth of that. Being able to learn all these instruments just helps her get a jump start on what she’s going to learn in college to be a band director anyway. So yeah, she’s awesome,” Spitler said.
