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“It also helped my hispanic-heritage students, and 
even those who weren’t in my class because it let 
them know that it was okay to be themselves - that 
they don’t have to get rid of their own traditions,” 
Spanish teacher Isis Perez-Rodriguez, right, said.

el dÍa de los muertos

“I remember waking up the next morning and checking who won 
right away and just instantly having tears in my eyes when I 
realized that Trump actually won,” senior Antonia Roman said. 
“I asked my mom about all my aunts and uncles and how they 

were doing, and I remember just crying three times that morning, filled 
with anger at the fact that he won. I was very scared for my cousins who 
are dependant on the DACA act. My little cousins were asking their 
parents if they were going to be okay and if they were going to have to 
move back to Mexico when they’ve lived here their whole lives, and it 
was devastating.”

President Donald Trump’s rhetoric concerning the status and 
process of illegal immigration within the United States has inspired 
significant amounts of fear and disbelief in people across the country. 
His campaign promise to build a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border has 
resulted in a degree of public opposition, both prior to and following his 
inauguration. 

To date, Trump has made somewhat confusing statements on the 
status of DACA, the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, 
which protects undocumented children and youth from being deported 
if they are in school or in the military services. Just like many members 

of Roman’s family, hundreds of thousands of immigrants live in the United 
States under the DACA program. Now, with Trump threatening to re-
move the immigrants from their livelihood, anti-Trump sentiment is at an 
all time high in the immigrant community.

“His stance toward immigration for all people, the wall and sending 
them all back, it’s unrealistic,” Roman said. “Personally I’m not scared 
because I’m not illegal, but for my cousins it’s really messed up. To have 
them already have a job, a license, and have worked hard and then have 
Trump threaten to repeal when they’ve worked so hard.”

Roman also understands that the threat of repealing the DACA 
program could result in deportation and severe consequences for her 
family members and other people in similar situations.

“I know that in the town where my family and I are from, it’s a very 
small and poor town, and it’s kind of like the money they make one day 
is for food the next day,” Roman said. “The kids basically have to drop 
out by the time they’re in eighth grade to help support the family. So, if 
my little cousins were to have to move back there with their parents, it 
would really affect their futures.”

Cultural, political, and social differences between the U.S. and other 
countries often create a sense of fear and misunderstanding about the 

circumstances surrounding immigration and how that impacts each im-
migrant individually. Many immigrants, some of which include refugees, 
travel to the U.S. to escape military and political conflicts in their home 
countries. Because of these differences, many U.S. citizens and govern-
ment officials may have greater difficulty in understanding and accommo-
dating immigrants’ reasons for entering the U.S.

“In all honesty, when I think of immigration, I typically think of 
people who are trying to flee their country for reasons that may have 
better outcomes for their families or for economic reasons,” senior 
Tammra Barfield said. “But, when I think of people coming to the U.S. and 
them dealing with Trump, I just feel like they’re going to get automatically 
deported and sent back to the worse conditions that they fled from.”

“In Mexico, it’s so much worse than here and if I had grown up 
there, I would have had to drop out around middle school just to help 
support my family,” Roman said. “I felt anger as a lot of Americans don’t 
understand how difficult it is to get legal papers here. They don’t under-
stand the process and how long that process can take, and that was what 
angered me the most.” 

Some students, such as freshmen Aditya Valluri and Rebecca Maung, 
believe that America’s current immigration policy under President Don-

ald Trump has the potential to alter the ways in which the U.S. interacts 
with other countries.

“It’s going to strain those relationships, if they’re not strained 
already from Trump’s comments,” Valluri said. “I feel like if he continues 
to add more and more bans, then it’ll definitely affect American foreign 
policy from now on and then the next president will have to pick up the 
pieces from what Trump has done.”

“The countries that they’re coming from are probably going to look 
at the U.S. as not so friendly towards immigrants, but it’ll definitely create 
tension,” Maung agreed.

One major source of tension both within and outside of the U.S. is 
Trump’s immigration ban, created through an executive order that aims 
to allow time for reviewing the current immigration process and devel-
oping a new method to track the visas, screenings, entries, and exits of all 
immigrants and travellers. This ban is particularly controversial because 
it suspends immigration and travel from seven predominantly-Muslim 
countries: Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen.

Trump has faced significant backlash on social media due to the im-
plementation of this ban, even before its effects can be seen in long-term 
immigration trends. There is also concern among the American public 

that Trump’s supposed rashness in creating this immigration ban could 
lead to similar controversy and restriction if he is able to construct his 
promised wall along the U.S.-Mexico border.

“If results show that there’s less terrorist attacks due to this ban, 
who knows, people might actually support him for things like the wall...
still, I don’t think the wall is actually a tangible plan of his; there might be 
more funding for things like border patrol and more funding to prevent 
illegal immigration, but there probably won’t really be a wall being built,” 
Valluri said. “There’s just too many factors that can be affected negatively 
from the wall being built.”

Despite the potential for negative action resulting from immigration 
and travel limitations, Valluri believes that the spirit of the U.S. and the 
American dream will prevail.

“I feel like America no matter what happens will always be that light 
of opportunity. The people in this country are very hardworking, and I 
feel like American values will never truly die, no matter who is in the 
Oval Office. Because of that, no matter what I’m sure they’ll still head to 
the U.S. America is not a country to fear; it’s a country to look up to, a 
country to inspire.”
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Due to the vastness of backgrounds represented within 
the American population, the United States cannot be 
characterized by a single culture. As more immigrants 
enter the U.S., the presence of their each of their cul-

tures in the American melting pot becomes even more distinct.
The experiences of immigrants and the children of im-

migrants may be very different from those of Americans whose 
families have lived in the U.S. for many generations. Living in the 
U.S. while having an immigrant background and staying true to 
personal and family culture has proven to be difficult for some, 
but not impossible.

“I’ve lived in South Carolina for over a third of my life, and 
my mother and father are first and second generation immigrants 
respectively. In a way, it doesn’t get more American than that,” 
senior Matthew Forker said. “My entire family still keeps in touch 
with where we come from, our family history, and why this family 
is the way that it is today.”

Incorporating different cultures in a single household can 
present its own challenges and benefits, something that Forker 

has experienced throughout his childhood.
“Because I come from a Hispanic 

mother and an Asian father, our house-
hold is definitely diverse in almost every 
aspect, and I feel pretty comfortable in 
saying that I know where I come from 
culturally on both sides, which I think 
is important for all people,” Forker 
explained.

Although Forker supports cultural 

awareness, he realizes that there are many people who are not 
willing to consider perspectives that differ from their own. 

“I’ve met people that don’t share my views and aren’t open 
to other walks of life, so I have gotten used to dealing with that,” 
Forker said. “I do think that my life would maybe be a bit simpler 
if those people were easier to talk to and explain things to. I feel 
more comforted knowing that my family can celebrate whatever 
culture-specific traditions we may have.”

One tradition in Hispanic culture is “el día de los muertos,” 
which translates to “the day of the dead.” As explained by Nation-
al Geographic, el día de los muertos originated in Mexico, but is 
now celebrated in many countries around the world. The holiday 
celebrates the lives of deceased family members through celebra-
tions, festivals, and traditions that combine Aztec and Catholic 
rituals.

To celebrate this holiday and her culture, Spanish teacher 
Isis Perez-Rodriguez set up an altar commemorating her late 
grandmother and gave her students the chance to honor their 
lost loved ones.

“I wanted to give my students an opportunity to learn more 
about Hispanic culture as they are in this class,” Perez-Rodriguez 
said. “I thought it would be a hands-on learning experience for the 
students. They would get a small piece of culture, but not in its en-
tirety...and we were going over it, that holiday and celebration, and 
it was important for them to see that life should be celebrated.”

This holiday is celebrated differently from family to family, 
but it is nonetheless important in Hispanic culture.

“Personally, I don’t do Day of the Dead, we don’t celebrate 
it,” Perez-Rodriguez said. “My mother chose not to celebrate it, 

but the rest of my family does. I have one aunt in particular who 
goes and decorates everybody’s stones in the cemetery our family 
is buried in. She goes and puts flowers on everybody’s tomb...she 
puts candles and food out.”

“The way we celebrate the Day of the Dead is very differ-
ent. I enjoyed seeing it. I love my culture and I’m free to be me,” 
junior Pedro Cabrera-Hernandez said. “They sing Catholic songs 
to the dead. They light candles and celebrate and then go home 
with candles still lit and wait for them to burn out.”

Perez-Rodriguez’s hallway display for el día de los muertos 
shows just how important it is for students to be exposed to the 
traditions and celebrations of other cultures, as well as how cru-
cial it is that people of various backgrounds be given an opportu-
nity to comfortably celebrate and embrace their cultures, families, 
and heritages.

“It also helped my hispanic-heritage students, and even those 
who weren’t in my class because it let them know that it was okay 
to be themselves - that they don’t have to get rid of their own 
traditions, which is sometimes a big component in being from 
a different heritage,” Perez-Rodriguez explained. “I’m not saying 
that you get bullied into it, but other people aren’t used to it and 
you don’t want to be the weird one, so you don’t do it. Students 
would walk by and say, ‘Oh, we do the same thing,’ and so this 
gave them that space to say, ‘It’s okay for me to be me; it’s okay to 
have the traditions that I have.’”
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