Be Illuminated to the greatness of this book series

By Anna Mock

Do you crave science fiction? How about a book that reminds you what suffering is like? One that involves budding romance between newly orphaned teenagers? One that is worth screwing up your sleep schedule for? One that has plot twists that make you want to throw it at the wall? One where a lot of people die at the hands of a corrupt organization?

Look no further! I have just the book, or maybe I should say series, that will quench this thirst. 

The Illuminae series by Amie Kaufman and Jay Kristoff is truly something else when it comes to books.

One of the series’ most unique characteristics is its format of storytelling. The books are not told through regular text like a normal book. Rather, the narrative plays out mostly through instant message chat logs and security camera footage and even poetry at one point, which is all new and refreshing to find in a book. One can tell that the authors took a lot of artistic liberties and had fun with it in the writing of this book, and reading a chat log is a lot more inviting than reading a large block of text. 

The characters are another aspect of the series done well. Upon reading the second book, I was severely disappointed to notice that there were new main characters as opposed to the ones I had come to love in the first book, but I quickly grew to like them just as much. The authors just have a way of creating characters that are believable and grow on the reader. The characters’ feelings feel genuine and it is not hard for me to relate to them.    

The plot in each of these books is extremely fast-paced and the reader is very quickly thrown into the action. These books are definitely the kind of books that you cannot put down for a second because the suspense and action is too much. Honestly, the plot can get too depressing at some points, especially if one reads a big chunk in one sitting, but it is worth it just because these books are so good. 

I would recommend this series to anyone. Just like how The Hunger Games and Divergent became popular, this series is the kind of futuristic, dystopian plot that I am sure most people can appreciate. I think Illuminae definitely has the potential to become mainstream if people give it a chance, but mainstream or not I can assure you that it is worth a try. 

There are two books in the series so far, the third one in the trilogy being scheduled to come out sometime this year. Both books are in the school library.

Now go, read them. I promise you that they are worth your while.
