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Seniors Win Powder Puff  
Gracie Barneett

ocTober 2017

In the first game,  Brianna Queen (‘19) pulls the flag off of Bella Myer (‘21). 
Ninth graders lost 28-6  to the juniors in the annual Powder Puff game Sept. 25.

For the second consecutive year, 
the class of 2018 took home the pink 
football trophy for the final time af-
ter winning the annual spirit week 
Powder Puff championship 31-17 
against the juniors on Sept. 25, 2017.  
 This year the funds raised will sup-
port the travel expenses for the Na-
tion Ford High School’s chapter of the 
Future Business Leaders of America.  
 FBLA did not release the 

amount of money they raised. 
 Each powder puff team was com-
prised of female players from each 
grade and male student coaches.  
 The freshmen played the junior 
class, and the sophomores battled the 
seniors, resulting in the juniors and 
seniors playing for the championship. 
 “I really enjoyed playing on the 
team…” said Megan Richardson (’18). 
“It was a really great experience, 
and I am so glad we played the way  
we did.”

Gladiator fights. Chariot races. 
Most ancient sports live on only in 
movies — except for one: archery.  
 Once used for warfare, today 
it is still used for hunting — and 
for competition. Like 
a real life Katniss 
Everdeen, Macken-
zie Wilson (’19) aims 
her bow almost daily. 
 Wilson has been 
practicing archery for 
four years. She usually 
spends her free time in 
her backyard with her 
lightweight wooden 
recurve bow hitting each target.  
 The local sports outfitter, Ca-
bela’s, is more than her restock 
store — it’s another place to work 
on her skills. She can take shot af-
ter shot without breaking a sweat.  
 “You know I’d stay here 
all day if I could,” she said 
while aiming another arrow. 
 Thud. It only takes seconds 
for the arrow to hit a target.  
 The first step is positioning the 
arrow. When the arrow is in pace 
she takes aim, grip steady and 

 Going into tonight’s game 
against Rock Hill High at 
7:30 p.m., the Falcons are 3-3.  
 The varsity team defeated Clover 
High School 38-27 Friday, Sept 29 
at Homecoming for their latest win.   
 Despite the loss of Dewuan Mc-
Cullum (‘19) due to an ankle injury, 
Rock Hill’s dismal 1-6 record should 
mean a sure win for the Falcons. 
 Before the Homecoming game 
last week, Coach Michael Allen ex-
pressed his confidence in the Falcons. 
 “We work too hard to not think 
we are going to win,” he said. 
 Previously, Nation Ford de-
stroyed Indian Land High School 
33-7 away on Sept. 22 away. 
 Indian Land Coach Horatio 
Blades admitted he was nervous 

After taking a knee to his hip flexer, defensive back John Young (‘18) walks off the 
field during the second quarter of the Indian Land High School game on Sept. 22.
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to go up against the Falcons be-
cause of their overall skill and the 
way they move players around.  
 “Falcons do a great job 
in any position,” he said.  
 Assistant Coach Jeremy Ryan agreed. 
 Nation Ford’s strength on defense 
is their deep bench. They rotate 19 
players on defense during a game.  
 Offense is equally versatile, ac-
cording to Coach Ryan. “We 
have multiple players who can 
play many positions,” he said. 
 What are the team’s long term goals?  
“Qualifying for playoffs and making a 
deep run in a 5A game,” Coach Ryan said. 
 The quarterback position has been 
fluid, and currently Ben Tuipulotu 
(‘18) is making the plays and leading 
the team as captain with fellow cap-
tains Dylan Lee (‘18), Tim Smith (‘18) 
and John Young (’18). 
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eyes focused. Seconds later the ar-
row flies through the air. With ex-
cellent precision it hits within the 
scoring rings on targets posted in 
front of the wall fifteen feet away. 
 While most archers rely on coach-
es and classes, Wilson is self-taught.  

 “My parents got me 
a bow as a present,” 
she said. “I taught 
myself how to use it.”  
   Her teachings have 
served her well. Wil-
son has participated 
in two competitions, 
both at Anne Springs 
Close Greenway.  
 Archery dress code 

is simple. “If we’re inside for a 
competition, they suggest long 
sleeves and pants. If we’re outside... 
well, it’s hot,” Wilson explains.  
 Another fashion most archers 
wear is an armguard to protect the 
arm from the bow and string. “I 
don’t wear one anymore because 
I’ve gotten used to it,” Wilson said. 
 Even without friends to prac-
tice with her, Wilson remains pas-
sionate about her choice of sports.  
 Archery is a sport that will never 
die out.

Girl On Fire
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Self-Taught Archer Builds Skills

“My parents got 
me a bow as a 

present. 
I taught myself 
how to use it.” 

Check out The Talon online  
for news updates,  

features, opinions & photos

Taking aim, Mackenzie Wilson (‘19) practices her archery skills at a local 
sports outfitter with a free archery range on Sept. 23.
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