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After 
19 years of 
working at 
LDHS, Prin-
cipal Sonya 
Bryant is 
leaving in 
June. She is 
returning to 
her home-

town of Monetta, and will lead  Batesburg-
Leesville High School, the school where 
she began her career.

Principal’s assistant Jan Coleman, Bry-
ant’s close friend both in and out of school, 
feels upset that Bryant is leaving this year 
as they shared many memories together. 

Coleman is not the only co-worker who 
is Bryant’s friend outside of work.
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LDHS bids farewell to “mother figure” Sonya Bryant

 Laurens School District 55 is trying to pull together 
the money to build a new high school, and the effort is 
involving, of course, the community. Laurens District 55 
had its fourth community meeting  Feb. 28 discussing the 
$109 million needed for a new school. After gathering 
community input, the District decided to postpone the bond 
referendum from May 9 until Sept. 5.

 There is just one question remaining for many Laurens 
residents: Why? Why do we need a new high school? 

“LDHS is at a maximum capacity at 1,600 students, 

and the new school will have 
a capacity of 2,000 students,” 
Superintendent Dr. Stephen 
Peters said. “Parents love high-
quality schools for their kids,” 
Peters continued. 

He said the new school will 
focus on 21st century technology 
that will be used to implement 
new ways of learning. 

Peters also said that middle 
school students will be moved 
up to the current high school 
building to fill the empty space, leaving the middle school 
buildings for elementary students.

 Besides the academic advantages that a new high school 
could offer, LDHS football coach Chris Liner believes that 
a new campus would offer athletic opportunities as well.

“Parents are looking 
to take their children to 
the places that have the 
most to offer,” he said. 
Liner is in favor of a new 
high school with new and 
better athletic facilities. 

“Doing nothing 
shouldn’t even be 
considered. Something 

needs to be done to get us even remotely close to where we 
should be. If Clinton can do it, why can’t we?” Liner said. 

LDHS has been around since 1972 and in many ways 
has been stuck in the 1970s while other schools built at that  
time have advanced. 

Parents are looking for a presentable place with a new 
program for their children to learn and play baseball, 
softball, soccer, tennis and football. 

“Like it or not, we’re a 5A school now, and if you went 
around and compared our facilities to other 5A facilities 
-- especially in football -- our stadiums and locker rooms 
are so far behind. We don’t have anywhere to meet, we 
don’t have a team room. Our kids lack most things that are 
commonplace at most schools,” Liner said.

Almost everyone has an opinion on the bond referendum.
“I don’t want to have a fresh start. I  have too many 

memories here,” sophomore Ladexxus Robinson said. 
“I don’t think we need a new [high school]. Our taxes 

are high enough already,” 
welding teacher Tony 
Wilson said. 

 “Change is good,”  
custodian Angi Howell said.

“Funds should be 
directed towards cleaner 
bathrooms and better 
lunches,” junior Kymora 
Bennett said. 
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“I’m going to miss my yard sale buddy,” 
bookkeeper Debbie Harris said. “I love 
[her] bunches.” 

Among many accomplishments under 
her leadership, Bryant has seen the gradu-
ation rate rise. She has fostered a positive 
school environment that can be felt school-
wide and has assigned teachers to a variety 
of committees to ensure that LDHS can be 
the best.

 Graphic design teacher Brad Bryant, 
Mrs. Bryant’s husband, says that their son 
Walt is excited about the move. He will be a 
freshman next year, and he is excited about 
making new friends.

Instructional Coach Debbie Simpson 
may say it best when it comes to describing 
Bryant’s impact on LDHS.

 “Mrs. Bryant instilled in students and 
teachers personal reflection and the making 
of good choices. For teachers, she makes 
us more accountable for our students. For 
students, she has made them better citizens 
and more responsible,” she said.

“I’m saddened,”  Simpson added, “but 
happy for her. Batesburg will be a good op-
portunity for her. From the moment she got 
here, she has been a dear friend for me. I’ll 
miss her.”

English teacher Rebecca 
Pearson shares a special con-
nection with Mrs. Bryant, who 
taught Pearson when she was 
in high school. 

Pearson recalls how stu-
dents were always asked for 
feedback when in class and 
said Bryant was an “approach-
able, motherly figure.”  

However, teachers are not 
the only ones feeling the sad-
ness that comes with losing not 
only a principal and fearless 
leader, but a friend to many. 

Junior Brooklyn Suttles 
talked about how nice Bryant 
is, how caring she acts at all 
times of the day, how she is 

there for anyone no matter what and how 
she is a “superbly nice person who encour-
ages you to graduate at every possible mo-
ment.”

Bond, School Bond: District “shoots” for success with September vote

This Channel One 
TV is outdated 
technology that still 
exists in some areas.

Science 
labs are 
spacious 
and pro-
vide room 
for equip-
ment and 
desks.

People
 say much will be lost in 
a high school transition, 

but art such as this can be 
brought to a new location. Photos by Donovan 

Simmons

Principal Sonya Bryant congratulates the 
seniors on the first Senior Signing Day.
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