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Is escaping digital world really worth it?
Natalie Tinsley
News Editor

One week and two days doesn’t seem like a
long time, but it feels like it’s been months since
I’ve logged into my social media accounts. Last
Sunday I randomly had the thought “What if I
got rid of all of this stuff?” and before I knew it I
had already impulsively hit the delete button on
not one, not two, not three but four soicial media
accounts I had on my phone. I immediately felt
a little regret, but I pushed it aside. It wasn’t but
15 minutes before I picked my phone up and
tapped the space Instagram was, now empty.
“Okay,” I thought. “I’ll just do something else.”
That moment has become constant deja -vu;
every time I reach for my phone I have to remind
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Dear Editor:
In the fall semester I was a Teacher
Cadet at LDHS. I thoroughly enjoyed
my time in the class. In the little time
we had, we grew extremely close
as a group. We now see ourselves
as a family. When we had class
discussions, opinions were heard and
respected. No one was treated poorly.
I have a strong desire to teach after
I graduate college. Learning about
education topics such as barriers to
learning, learning styles, and growth
and development was fascinating.
My favorite part of the class was the
numerous field trips we took. From
interacting with elementary-aged
children to working with kids in
daycare, every minute was a blast. I
truly have a passion to influence these
babies/children positively. There is no
way one can leave in a bad mood after
spending any amount of time with
these kids. It’s stress relief for me.
These weekly, hour-long field trips
helped me to forget my struggles and
stress and truly focus on having fun.
I was very excited to start my field
experience and to be able to spend
every day in the classroom. For those
juniors who are on the fence about
taking Teacher Cadet, DO IT! It is
worth it, and you’ll make memories
you’ll never forget.
This program teaches valuable
lessons for life. The information we
learn now about child development
will one day help us as we become
parents. We are learning how to
become mature adults.
Even if you have no desire to teach,
this class is an awesome experience for
you. You may even change your mind
and decide you are a future educator!
Educationally,
senior Gibson Hill

myself that I no longer have my online life.
This all sounds negative, but giving up social
media has been the
most
enlightening
thing that I’ve ever
done.
I woke up for
school the next day,
pulled my hair back
to brush my teeth
and wash my face.
Afterwards, I sat on
my sink, just staring at
the floor. I was already
finished getting ready.
Usually I’d take this
time to scroll through Facebook or Twitter

to entertain myself. I felt so bored. I grabbed
my bottle of face wash and tossed it back and
forth in my hands,
and I noticed the
colored rectangle on
the back next to the
ingredients. I grabbed
my
toothpaste,
then my lotion and
noticed they both had
the rectangle too. I
grabbed my phone
and Googled why. Ten
minutes of fascination
and curiosity came to
an end as I set my
phone down and just thought “cool.” I found

Maybe this knowledge
is useless, but it’s no
more useless than my
being sucked into the
digital world and gaining
nothing.

Dear Editor,
My biggest concern about next
school year is the State’s proposal for
school uniforms. The way someone
dresses shows who that person is. If
you put everyone in a uniform then they
won’t be able to show their true selves.
It wouldn’t be fair for to them. People
should get to show themselves for who
they are, not be put in hiding because of
a uniform.
The other thing is getting the
uniforms. People are greedy with
money. Parents aren’t gonna buy them
because they have already bought
clothes for their kids for the school year.
So how do we get them? Administration
office? The administration office isn’t
gonna pay for them because they are
already trying to get a new school. The
administration office can’t even get a
new school because of all the arguing
about it now, so how do they think
uniforms will go?
If we were to get uniforms, I think it
would be best to start in middle schools
because it would get kids into line much
earlier; if you start it in high school,
kids will not know how to act, and they
simply just would not wear them. If we
got the middle school kids to start doing
it then they will know what to do and
there wouldn’t be as much trouble when
they get to the high school.
What happens if we don’t wear
them? Will we get ISS, OSS, Saturday
School or get sent home? The actions
behind not dressing out is one of the
main questions because there is gonna
be a good bit of kids who will not dress
out, and there will have to be actions
behind it because it won’t be fair to the
kids who actually follow the rules and
dress out.
At the end of all this talk about
uniforms two questions remain: What
about the money? And what actions will
be taken if we do not dress out?
junior McKenzie Parris
Dear Editor,
If you were to consult the various
students around LDHS about their
opinion on whether or not we should
have a new high school, they would
all have different opinions on this

controversial matter. Some might say
we need a whole new school, while
others might say we need to take that
money and refurbish our current school.
I tend to favor the idea of building
a new high school because our current
one is a safety risk, it's constantly
needing new things added to it and it
needs more space.
Would you go to a school that
could not guarantee your safety and
you felt like you were at risk every
day? Most everyone would say “no” to
that question. In the past few months,
LDHS has earned a sinister reputation
due to unfortunate events regarding
safety and violence. It is true that any
school can be the victim of violence and
safety hazards, but we could ensure our
new school was as hard to be prone to
violence and hazards as possible. For
example, if we build a new school, we
could establish a better fence around
the school and make it a little harder for
just anyone to drive up on our campus.
We need this to make us feel safe in the
one place that all kids should be able to
come to and not have to worry about
violence and wonder what could go
wrong today.
Furthermore, our school has had
tremendous work done in the short
years that I've been here alone. We’ve
had a new football field; we have
constantly had to call in people because
the heating and air in the school has
failed many times; we have also had
to replace the louvred windows with
air-tight fire escape windows and the
ceiling because of the roof’s leaking.
We have refurbished the bathrooms
and built a new barn for agriculture,
and building construction is currently
building changing rooms for the soccer
team. These improvements are just
within the last four years or so. Instead
of constantly adding to this school and
trying to fix everything, we need to be
focused on making something new for
our students to thrive in.
Lastly, LDHS is in desperate need
of more space. The school is home to
people from Laurens, Hickory Tavern
and Gray Court. In this year alone we
came back to a school that has hired a
handful of new staff and teachers, and
we are always getting new students
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out that the color-coded rectangles represent the
types of chemicals inside a product. Maybe this
knowledge is useless, but it’s no more useless
than my being sucked into the digital world and
gaining nothing. For the rest of the day, I had a
“Did you know?” fact. I felt satisfied on my way
to school.
Without social media, my phone battery has
stayed high, and so has my happiness. Escaping
the online drama and negativity has been the
best thing for me, at least now in my life. I’ve
read more, written more, taken more walks,
learned new information and, most importantly,
loved my own company. I may not stay away
from social media forever, but I’m glad I am for
now. I have realized I don’t need anyone’s “like”
but my own.

from various places. Another change
this year is we had to clear the middles
of our pods to add more space for
classrooms instead of storing what
teachers need and use in there. My last
example is that some PRIDE classes
aren't even in rooms. My PRIDE shares
our Commons area with at least five
other PRIDE classes. We need more
room for our ever-expanding school.
Besides, shouldn't we be comfortable
since we have to be here every day for
eight hours?
These three reasons for why I think
we need a new school are but a handful
of the many reasons why. The students
and teachers in this school deserve
to feel safe and comfortable in their
educational environment every day.
Not only do our students deserve it,
but our whole community deserves it.
After all, our school reflects a lot on our
community.
juinor Jesse Baker
Dear Editor,
For years students have been hearing
from other students, teachers and even
papers that students have to write that
school uniforms are a good idea. In
some ways, yes, having some schools
in uniform is a good idea, but when
it’s constantly brought up each year,
it becomes an unrealistic subject that
shouldn’t be enforced for the students.
One of the ways it’s a bad idea is
that it takes away the students’ freedom
of dressing how they feel. The school
district would have to pay the expenses
for the uniforms for those who can’t
afford them, and lastly it has been
brought up so many times that the
students do not really think they would
ever have uniforms. Having uniforms is
just an all-around bad idea and shouldn’t
be applied.
First of all, enforcing the rules of
wearing uniforms is really a bad idea
dealing with a certain set of students.
The school itself finally lets us wear
what we want as long as it isn’t short
shorts and short dresses. If we had
uniforms, the rules around the school
would be exceedingly different because
students would have to wear the same
things every day, no accessories, and

if the student body does not abide by
the rules, they would have ISS, ASD,
and all of the things they would be
punished with because of not wearing
our uniforms correctly or not at all.
For example, the children who rarely
do their work or get into a bad attitude
because the teacher is trying to correct
them on their actions will probably be
the ones who will have a problem with
wearing the uniforms.
Furthermore, the State of South
Carolina is wanting to have uniforms,
but who exactly is paying to get the
uniforms for all of the students to wear?
We already spend too much money on
sports, music/band, agriculture and
more improvements around the school.
Ultimately, the uniforms would be
another tax on the students’ parents or
just the community that the school is
in. The people in the community are
probably already tired of paying extra
for the school’s improvements.
Lastly, the students have been
hearing about how the school is
developing a plan to make them wear
uniforms the following semester or the
following school year. It has become
so stuck in the student body’s minds
that they do not really have a second
thought about the ongoing rumor.
For example, when students have to
write essays for the school or even the
state, the students are asked to explain
how getting uniforms for their school
would make a difference in how the
school’s environment changes. But
nothing would change if the uniforms
were enforced.
Generally
speaking,
the
enforcement on wearing uniforms is a
dead mission for a majority of schools.
Students would be breaking rules
whether the uniforms are there to wear
or not. The cost of these uniforms for
the whole district for each student to
wear would probably cost more than
some of the sports for the schools.
Then, for 12 years of being in school,
students are probably getting sick of
hearing each year that they will be
wearing uniforms, knowing that they
wouldn’t be that following year. In all
honesty, uniforms are a horrible idea.
junior Ashunti C. Smith

