Bulldog Regiment: One band, one sound, one dream
By Autumn Rost
Practice Day 37 

“Band Ten Hut! Ten Hut!”

“Pride!” 

“Today you did very well, but you need to perform like it’s your last. Your last beat, your last toss, your last key, because it’s coming, your last is right around the corner and you can’t stop it from happening. Your last step on the field as a Camden High School marching band student. So practice with purpose, because practice doesn’t make perfect, it makes permanent. Have a great weekend, and I’ll see you Monday.”

Competition 1 
“Shoes tied, jackets zipped, bibbers tight, lipstick on, hair up, and Walker, where are your black socks?! March in step, left, left, left, right, left! Play loud, play proud, and inhale on five, six, five, six, seven, eight!”  

Whether you’re in the drum line, color guard, pit, or you play a wind instrument, the different sections came together and worked hard over the summer. Learning how to march the whole show at Erskine, the Bulldog Regiment had worked relentlessly for the past three months.

 “I feel pretty good about this show, it was really hard to come together as a band these past years, but this year we came together as a band very quick,” Section Leader Anna Eldreth said. 

Not just students but band director, Robert Spitler and instructors Arin Hill, Sue Stevens, and Jessica Wright have worked hard for a feeling they once had. Not only to feel the complete joy of winning first place and making it to state again, but for the seniors to feel what it’s like to be winners. Though all the seniors admit it’s not about winning, it’s about having the opportunity to work together as a group and make the best memories of their lives. Love is within the band, and many who have already graduated have left their love and joy in the band room, down the hall, and through those metal doors. 

Marching Band is an art. They play what comes to heart, and dance to the beat of happiness and at the end of the day students hearts and happiness lie in the band, their band, their family. Through football games, practicing on the parking lot, pep rallies, and competitions, memories are made, some of the best memories of their lives. Impacting the lives of so many students.

“ It has brought me leadership skills, lifelong friends, and memories that I will always have.” Drum Major, Courtney Glover stated emotionally. 

The multi-talented graduating students are both ready for and dreading the end of the year.

 “This is home, this is where I’ve put my roots in these last 4 years and it’s like leaving the only thing you’ve ever known and walking into something you’ve never known,” - Section leader Sophia Altieri said. 

The past four years with these graduating students were amazing, so don’t cry too much when leaving that stained carpet room and those creaky metal doors. Moving on is the hardest part when graduating. 

“I’m not ready to go, I’ll miss everything, I’ll miss everyone, I’ll even miss those long dragged out practices,” Color Guard Captain Addie Foss said. 

This is hard, and everyone will miss the seniors. They’ve impacted the lives of so many students in band, so don’t cry Courtney, don’t run too fast when the bell rings on the last day of school Anna E, and make sure to remember to always love band. 

Competition 6 - Last Competition 

 Standing on the field with all the bands they’ve competed against all season, their feet are planted onto the field where their last performance as a CHS marching band student was. They didn’t get called to go to state. They walk towards the bleachers and everyone starts crying. Grabbing and hugging, the Bulldog Regiment’s hard work paid off. They realized it didn’t matter if they won or not. This is what they were there for. Coming together as a band at the end of the season, this will be the best memory of their lives. These people, this band. 

“Band Dismiss!” 

“CHS!” 

“Band Dismiss!” 

“CHS!”

