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When you see tiki torches you don’t 
think “scary," but when they are put into 
the wrong hands, the hands of white su-
premacists and neo-Nazis, images of book 
burnings and swastikas emblazoned on front 
yards come to mind.

The events in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
from August 11 through 12, including the 
death of 32-year-old Heather Heyer, were 
tragic. They were also extremely frighten-
ing. To see racism paraded so blatantly, and 
on a college campus no less, was shocking. 
Still more shocking was the lenience of 
President Donald Trump toward the groups 
involved in the “Unite the Right” rally, 
evidenced when he said “both sides” were 
at fault.

The actions of these far right groups and 

the response of Trump are unnerving in a 
community as diverse and welcoming as 
that of Richland Northeast. It can be easy to 
forget that the current political climate of 
the United States has shifted considerably. 
Trump’s seeming defense of white suprema-
cists and neo-Nazis suggests that we are 
re-entering an era in which racial violence 
occurs in the real world and without de-
nouncement.

Racism is all too familiar in South Caro-
lina, and the legacy of slavery is unavoidable. 
Even on the grounds of the State House 
traces of the Confederacy are present. This 
begs the question of where to draw the 
line between racism and history. To what 
extent do we celebrate men who would be 
condemned for their ideologies today? How 

do we decide at what point courage on the 
battlefield outweighs immorality in one’s 
personal life? 

These are questions that South Carolina 
and all states marked by the Civil War must 
ask, and eventually, answer. Many people 
have taken the stance that we have to pre-
serve these monuments for the sake of re-
membering history. While it is important to 
acknowledge the accomplishments of gener-
als and historic figures, it is more imperative 
to recognize, and learn from, their faults. 
Perhaps statues best serve this purpose 
from behind the doors of a museum, where 
they can be used as an example of what to 
avoid in the future, without being a constant 
reminder of the past.

Charlottesville editorial

Many people come to America from all 
over the world. More or less these people 
come to get a better education or to live a 
better life than they would have had in their 
home countries. 

Over 11 million of these people came 
to the United States undocumented from 
mostly Latin American countries. In order 
to protect these people from deportation, 
former president Barack Obama established 
a program called Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, also known as DACA.

DACA allows undocumented immi-
grants brought to this country as minors 
to receive a renewable two-year period of 
deferred action from deportation, a social 
security number, and a work permit. 

In order to request DACA you must be 
under 16 when you were brought to the 
country and you can request it between the 
ages 15-31.

This program brought many undocu-
mented immigrants hope that they would 
eventually be allowed to apply for citizen-

ship with this program. 
However, this all changed when President 

Donald Trump announced that he will end 
this program in six months unless Congress 
has another plan for these immigrants. 

We tell them to go back to their “home” 
and make fun of them for not looking like 
us, but when they go back to their “homes” 
they will be made fun of for not talking or 
acting like everyone else. So really, where is 
their home?

If this program is put into place there will 
be no chance of America succeeding in any 
way, shape, or form. These millions of people 
that have grown up in America and know 
it as their only home, should not even have 
to imagine giving up their friends, homes, 
education, and careers.

These people are referred to as “Dream-
ers” because they have ambitions just like 
everyone else. They attend school and work 
everyday to build a stable ground in order 
to fulfill the goals they have for their lives 
here in America. 
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