SCarowinds Open For Frightening Fun
Kailey Cota
Bitter monsters lunge out at spectators from every angle in a hazy corn
maze, desperate to ruin your night.
Laresa Thompson, Public Relations
manager at Carowinds, is the woman
in charge of creating that exhilarating,
theme park atmosphere. SCarowinds
is open now, on weekends until Oct.
30th, with prices varying depending on the night and ticket option.
“What’s most important to me is that
I create that positive image,” Thompson said. “It’s also my job to let folks
know about all of the good things that
are happening, all of the events such
as SCarowinds that happen here at the
park as well as regular park operations.”
SCarowinds has been open 16
years and has new mazes each year.
“We actually talk to our guests and
say ‘Hey what is it that you’d like to
see?’ so that’s how we come up with
those new ideas… We have a new
corn maze, Dark Harvest, as well as
Psycho Circus which I think you’ll
thoroughly enjoy,” Thompson said.
There is something for everyone at SCarowinds, as long
as you’re willing to be scared.
“So I was really cool in high school, so
we have one that’s called Zombie High
so that’s my favorite,” said Thompson.
However, if customers are still
on the frightened side, there are
‘Boo Necklaces’ that they can purchase to keep monsters from personally frightening the visitor.
“Get a Boo Necklace if you don’t
want to be scared but you still want
to come out and ride your favorite rides at night,” said Thompson.

“Expect to be
scared and feel
the thrills and
chills...”
- Laresa Thompson,
Public Relations Manager
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scare the living daylights out of people, Makinley Porter works her shift at Massacres at the SCarowPhoto by
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inds preview that took place on Sept. 14.
Student Alex Cueto (’19) took advantage of the opportunity to ride
some rollercoasters in the dark.
“I went on the hurler, and it
kind of made me want to throw
up… so yeah you should come,
it’s
really
fun,”
said
Cueto.
Opening night of SCarowinds takes
lots of preparation, and then continually each and every night of the season.
“We have to start planning for SCarowinds right after it ends the year before, so we started planning [for this
season] last November, and the real
things get underway in January,” she
said.
“We have more than 400 monsters, so we have to get them all
ready, we start usually… around

3 o’clock, getting them dressed up
and ready to go,” Thompson said.
Once the monsters are in their places, customers 13 and older can begin
the experience that is SCarowinds. After bringing her sister to SCarowinds,
Cueto agrees to respect the age recommendation in the future.
“I went with my sister who’s 8, and
she was super scared,” Cueto said.
If someone waits to go till an older age, then it will be just as thrilling.
“Expect to be scared and feel the
thrills and chills here at SCarowinds.
You get to ride some of your favorite
rides still, and you also get to enjoy
some of our fall foods: we have a fall
funnel cake as well as an apple fritter,”
Thompson said. “There are going to be

a lot of different things that you’ll get
to enjoy- besides being scared!”
While SCarowinds is a famous
autumn hit, it is not the only event that
Carowinds offers the public.
“The Kids Fest was new this year, and
we have new Food Festivals. This was
the second year for Bands, Brews, and
Barbeques, as well as Taste of the Carolinas,” Thompson said.
More information is available about
these events and many others on the
Carowinds website under ‘Things to
Do’ and then ‘Special Events’.
Carowinds offers plenty of yearlong
activities, but SCarowinds is only open
for the fall, so fans will want to take
advantage of this opportunity while
they can.

