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A disapointing voting system

I

by JUAN PACHECO

f South Carolina were a senior graduating in 2016,
simply put, its superlative would read “Most likely
to vote against its own best interest.”
Jokes aside, we’ve all heard that “history
repeats itself,” and in more ways than one, South
Carolina is a phenomenal example.
On February 20th the New York Times reported that Donald Trump won the South Carolina GOP
primary in a “commanding” win with 32.5 percent of the
vote.
As a hispanic American, I was shocked hearing
“When Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending their
best... They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime.
They’re rapists. And some, I assume, are good people”
on national TV in 2016. But, this is not the first example
of a politician using hate to win landslide a victory in the
Palmetto State.
This example can be better showcased by a familiar
name to many South Carolinians, James Strom Thurmond.
I can only imagine how African Americans felt 68 years
ago hearing “I wanna tell you, ladies and gentlemen,
that there’s not enough troops in the army to force the
southern people to break down the Nigra race into our
theatres, into our swimming pools, into our homes, and
into our churches.” This was a direct quote from a Strom
Thurmond speech during a 1948 presidential run where
Thurmond ran as a third-party “dixiecrat” segregationist,
this quote was of course met with loud cheers (NPR).
Now before you say “things have changed, we’re living in a
new South Carolina,” I would ask, “Are we really?”
Let’s be honest, racism is here to stay and history is
as cyclical as the economy, for every prominence, there
is recession, so on and so forth. South Carolina, being a
southern state, has a history of disenfranchising black voters. Now, before you go yelling and finger pointing at minority democrats in this state for not voting now, in 2016,

can you really blame them? Although at the polls, you will
most likely not be harassed by the KKK or sent away due
to a poll tax, the psychological grandfather clause put on
minorities in the state of South Carolina is just as taxing.
To put this oppressive system into perspective, allow
me to use some symbolism. Thurmond, a notorious segregationist and veteran senator, has a high school named
after him (the mascot, fittingly, the Rebels). This school
is also predominately black. I feel that this parallels the
system that silences minority voters perfectly throughout
South Carolina and the Southeastern U.S., a strong minority voice, overshadowed, covered, and muffled in angry,
consistent, booming cries of hate.
To our state’s credit, we do not have as restric-

“Now before you say “things have
changed, we’re living in a new South
Carolina,” I would ask, “Are we really?” ”

tive voting laws (that usually target minorities) as some
states, but we have a long way to go. South Carolina, like
other states, have laws against early voting options. It is
statistically proven that minorities are less likely to have
transportation and job flexibility than their white counterparts. Per the state election commission, 54,000 absentee
ballots had been passed in the South Carolina democratic
primary. But on the darker side of the same token, laws
such as the 2011 voter ID law can still affect minority
voter turnout.
Not only are minorities statistically less likely to
have a DMV issued identification of any kind, counties
with some of the highest minority populations are also
the highest without a voter ID. Racism is a system, and few
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call it out. We are so stuck in just believing that racism is
blatant that we forget it’s everpresence in the American
subconscious. Consider senior citizens. Do some even
have the privilege of qualifying for a voter ID? If those
senior citizens were born in rural South Carolina in a time
when there was little to no access to hospitals, and you
were born at home, how could you get ahold of a birth
certificate, especially if you were African American?
Consider rural schools, even if you are fortunate to
have a voter ID and leap past voting hurdles set in place,
much of the South Carolina minority voice is still silenced
by lack of adequate schooling, not only for grandparents,
but millennials as well.
The court case Abbeville County School District vs.
The State of South Carolina (featured in the documentary
the “Corridor of Shame”) showed that ninety percent of
students in these rural inadequately funded districts were
minorities. This puts students’ job security, college admission, loan eligibility, and futures in jeopardy, keeping them
in a never ending cycle of poverty that few can break the
chain of. Don’t even get me started on the school to
prison pipeline.
This is a system that will oppress minorities forever,
and as it pertains to immigrants and undocumented citizens, who is to say these same ordeals of disenfranchisement will not take place, especially with language barriers?
But, if you’ve survived all of the systematic racism, and
you’re ready to vote, you may think “will my vote even
scratch the surface in the solid south?” You’re not alone.
This eligible minority voter wonders the same thing.
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