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T E C H N O L O G Y  F O R  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  L 2  P R A G M A T I C
C O M P E T E N C E

 
A lthough pragmatics  i s  an essent ia l  component  of
communicat ive  competence (Hymes ,  1972) ,  neither
textbooks  nor  most  curr icula  systematical ly  include i t .
This  ta lk  wi l l  d iscuss  the components  of  pragmatics  and
the importance that  pragmatics  has  for  the development
of  competent  L2  speakers .  The ta lk  suggests  ways  of
including L2  pragmatics  in  the curr iculum,  including
several  technologies  and digita l  environments ,  explor ing
the opportunit ies  that  they provide for  L2  pragmatics
pract ice  and development .  F inal ly ,  a  few important  issues
of  access ,  ident ity  and agency wi l l  be  discussed.
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From its  incept ion in  the 1970s ,  SLA has  attempted to  explain  the process
of  second language (L2)  learning f rom a cognit ive  approach almost
exclus ively .  The obvious  real i ty  that  L2  learning is  both a  cognit ive  and
social  endeavour  prompted attempts  to  formal ly  integrate  socia l  factors
in  the 80s  (e .g . ,  Rampton,  1987) ;  however ,  i t  i s  only  in  the 2000s ,  when
the cognit ive-socia l  breach is  d iscussed in  more depth and a  cal l  to  have
more mult idisc ipl inar i ty  and divers i ty  in  foci  becomes more sustained
and urgent  (cf .  R .  E l l i s ,  2019 ;  Hulst i jn  et  a l . ,  2014 ;  Ortega ,  2019 ;  Zuengler  &
Mi l ler ,  2006) .  In  this  ta lk ,  I  wi l l  br ief ly  d iscuss  the opportunit ies  af forded
by sociocognit ive  approaches  to  SLA,  and wi l l  present  recent  work
designed under  those tenets .  I  wi l l  present  data  f rom two di f ferent  target
populat ions :  L2  Spanish in  higher  educat ion in  SC,  and L2  Kichwa and
Kichwa her i tage learners  in  an onl ine learning context  in  Ecuador .  The
results  shed l ight  on dominat ing l inguist ic  ideologies  that  permeate both
learning contexts .  I  wi l l  a lso  discuss  their  impact  on L2  teaching,  and
curr iculum design,  as  wel l  as  future  avenues  of  research under  the
sociocognit ive  umbrel la .
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