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Session Outline

ÅBackground and purpose of common reading 

experiences

ïDefinitions

ïGoals

ïCharacteristics

ÅEmpirical studies of common reading experiences

ï2014 National Study of CRE Texts (pilot)

ï2012-2013 National Survey of First-Year Seminars 

(qualitative and quantitative findings)

ÅDiscussion



COMMON READING EXPERIENCES: 

AN INTRODUCTION



Common ReadingExperience: What?

ÅBook chosen for all entering students (or a targeted 

group)

ÅSeries of events to promote a common intellectual 

experience

ÅFaculty, staff & extended community participate

ÅAre academically oriented

ÅPromote reading, critical thinking, & discussion skills

ÅFocus on a theme generated from the selected work

ÅUsed in 40% of orientation and first-year experience 

programs
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Common Reading 

Experiences

First-Year Seminars and Experiences

Many schools now build into the curriculum first-year 

seminars or other programs that bring small groups of 

students together with faculty or staff on a regular basis. The 

highest-quality first-year experiences place a strong emphasis 

on critical inquiry, frequent writing, information literacy, 

collaborative learning, and other skills that develop studentsõ 

intellectual and practical competencies. First-year seminars can 

also involve students with cutting-edge questions in 

scholarship and with faculty membersõ own research.

Common Intellectual Experiences

The older idea of a òcoreó curriculum has evolved into a variety 

of modern forms, such as a set of required common courses or 

a vertically organized general education program that includes 

advanced integrative studies and/or required participation in a 

learning community (see below). These programs often 

combine broad themesñe.g., technology and society, global 

interdependenceñwith a variety of curricular and cocurricular

options for students.
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Common Reading Experience: Why?

ñA common reading may 
simulate, on a smaller scale, 
the advantages associated 
with a core curriculum by 
providing a ñcoreò learning 
experienceéò (Cuseo, FYE 

listserv 2004)

ñInvolving students in both 
in and out of class activities 

can impact cognitive 
development, including 

critical thinking.ò (Terenzini, 
et al., 2006)



Why NOT a Common Reading

In 2014, Purdue University abruptly cut CRE over 

winter break to save $75,000

"Let me put it this way: no one 

produced any evidence it was 

having great success.ò "The 

common reading program is 

really being replaced by things 

that we think will be more 

valuable to incoming students.ò 

(Daniels, 2014)



COMMON READING EXPERIENCES: 

2014 NATIONAL STUDY OF TEXTS



CRE Text Selection

ÅñThe choice of a single bookécan be a powerful signal to 

students (and to faculty members) about the collegeôs 

educational priorities. In many cases, the book that is 

chosen is the only reading that all members of a class or a 

college have in common.ò (Thorn, Wood, Plum, & Carter, 2013)

ÅExploratory questions:

ïWhat are the general characteristics of the texts selected 

for common reading programs at institutions across the 

country?

ïWhat do national data tell us about the content of the texts 

selected for common reading programs?



CREText Selection-Data Source

ÅInformed by NAS ñBeach Booksò series

ÅInstitution is the unit of analysis

Å2014 book data provided by publishers 

ïTitle

ïAuthor

ÅAmazon

ïPublication year

ïList price

ïFormat

Knopf 
Doubleday



CRE Text Selection-Methodology

ÅInstitutional information from IPEDS

ïControl

ïType (2-year/4-year; special serving)

ïSize

ïSelectivity

ïCarnegie classification

ÅSource for Subject/Genre/Scope

ïLibrary of Congress

ïWorldCat

ïAlibris

ïAmazon
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