‘Writing in' the Senior Capstone

Strategies, for Supporting Learning, Development, and Career Preparation

;93 97

' Percent‘ge of
. institutions
offermg a senior

' seminar

The Senior
Capstone

Primary Purpose

Synthesize fragmented
knowledge into a unified
whole

Serve as a rite of passage

Goals

Critical-thinking and/or analytic
or problem-solving skills

Ability to conduct scholarly
research

Career preparation

Professional development
Proficiency in written
communication



Types of Capstone
Courses
@ 84.7% offer discipline-

based courses

Most common experience at
nearly 60% of responding
institutions

@ 33.2% offer

interdisciplinary courses

Most common experience at
approximately 13% of
responding institutions

Writing Assignments in
Senior Seminars

Type of Assignment Times

Reported

Traditional academic 13

research paper

Report of original research 11
Short, expository essays 8
Written responses to 6

assigned readings

Peer review 6
Personal/reflective writing 5
Applied writing 4
assignments

Careerrelated writing 3
products

Informal writing 2
assignments

Revision of an existing 2
paper

Essay exam 2

Source: Masiello, L., & Skipper, T. L. (2013). Table
1.1,p. 9.
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