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■ What is the hidden curriculum?
■ What does it have to do with space, place and location?
■ The UCLA Brand
■ How does CCCP help students navigate the campus and 

make meaning?
■ Thoughts for the future



What is the Hidden Curriculum?

The values and norms that get embedded into the way 
that we structure our courses, the way that we structure 
our curriculum, the way that we structure the 
organization. . . A lot of these elements may be 
established as intended, as well as unintended.  (Mary 
Romero, 2001) -OR- 

UNSPOKEN PROTOCOLS/TACIT EXPECTATIONS





Hidden curriculum and physical space

“Buildings, the physical arrangement of 
classrooms, occupation of physical space, and 
other architectural structures honor certain 
histories” and convey socializing messages to 
students (Gair & Mullins 2001).



THE UCLA BRAND



A picture is worth a thousand words, and that is particularly 
true at UCLA. We use photography to convey our sense of 
optimism and confidence to the viewer. Things are always 
looking up at UCLA. And light and sunshine play a huge role in 
the university’s photography. Plentiful sunshine, natural 
washouts and sun flares are welcome. It is essential that 
natural light is present in all photography.

brand.ucla.edu



■ The beauty of this campus surprises and delights newcomers 
who expect such a huge place to be, well, huge, not inviting. 
When taking photos of campus (and Los Angeles as well), 
keep as much sky present in the photo as possible to express 
the expansive and open nature of UCLA. 

■ Photos should be taken from below, looking slightly up, 
whenever possible. This conveys a feeling of confidence and 
suggests expansiveness and looking beyond the horizon.









So what’s the problem?

■ These images contribute to what Mike Davis refers to as 
the “myth making” of Los Angeles.  City framed as 
dream-like and utopian, but ignores certain realities.

■ Many of our students live in the realities that are ignored 
in this campaign and may experience a disconnect from 
the university.  Do they belong?  Is this even LA?



Center for Community College 
Partnerships









Culture Shock

Transfer Shock

Culture Shock describes the impact of 
moving from a familiar culture to one 
which is unfamiliar. 

Transfer shock refers to the tendency of 
students transferring from one 
institution of higher education to 
another to experience a temporary dip 
in grade point average during the first 
or second semester at the new 
institution as defined by Hills (1965)





How Do We Unveil The Hidden 
Curriculum and Affirm Students’ 

Sense of Belonging?



UCLA People Of 
Color Tour

Connecting to the campus through 
identity and history

Highlighting student activism

Acknowledging the spaces and 
contributions people of color 
have made to the UCLA campus. 







“The human geography associated with the 
postsecondary campus often is overlooked in 
discussions of how students acclimate to college life.  
The physical space can make the acclimation process 
more difficult for first-generation college students, even 
exacerbating feelings of confusion and isolation” (Jeff 
Davis 2010).



QUESTIONS?










