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UNI 101 J- College for First-Year Students
“The American Dream”

Professor:			
Office:												
Email:						

Class Meeting Time and Location: 	 

Welcome to College for First-Year Students!
This Syllabus is required reading. You are responsible for knowing and adhering to all information within. Study it carefully and refer to it frequently. If anything is unclear, don’t hesitate to ask questions. 
 
Course Description
UNI101, College for First-Year Students, is designed to develop academic skills so that students succeed at college and develop life-long learning skills. Topics include planning, managing time, critical reading, note-taking, self-advocacy, and responsibility. Students will complete a project that involves research and reflection, and projects will be displayed to the UIS community. 

The goals of UNI101, College for First Year Students, include
· Helping first-year students develop critical academic skills needed for success at college;
·  Providing students with the tools for making a successful transition from high school to college;
· Supplying students with guidance for personal academic planning and decision-making;
·  Ensuring that students become active, engaged members of the community; 
· Helping students develop into self-motivated, life-long learners.  

The course gives students their own voice, includes their perspectives, and answers their questions.  We hope to learn what you need to know and to share with students what we have learned over years of college experiences to begin a mutual journey toward achievement--achievement in college and beyond.

UIS Baccalaureate Goals and Outcomes
By emphasizing scholarship skills in the service of the public good, UIS prepares students for life-long learning and engaged citizenship.  UIS prepares students to discover, integrate, apply, and communicate knowledge for the benefit of individuals, families, and communities.

1. Discovery of Knowledge
UIS graduates should be information and communication technology literate, exhibiting a strong proficiency in locating, reflectively comprehending, and synthesizing appropriate college level readings, toward the goal of knowledge creation.
Competencies include:
a. Reading baccalaureate-level materials effectively, reflecting comprehension and synthesis.
b. Exhibiting a knowledge of and ability to effectively locate, evaluate, interpret, and use information.
c. Exhibiting a knowledge of and ability to use information and communication technologies.



2. Integration of Knowledge
UIS graduates should be able to evaluate and integrate information and concepts from multiple disciplines and perspectives. 
Competencies include:
a. Engaging in critical thinking by analyzing, evaluating, and articulating a range of perspectives to solve problems through informed, rational, decision-making.
b. Differentiating the approaches that underlie the search for knowledge in the arts, humanities, natural sciences, history, or social and behavioral sciences.

3. Application of Knowledge
UIS graduates should be able to apply knowledge to address meaningful problems and issues in the real world.
Competencies include:
a. Exhibiting a knowledge of and ability to use contemporary technologies.
b. Identifying, interpreting, and analyzing quantitatively presented material and solve mathematical problems.
c. Constructing intellectual projects independently and work effectively in collaboration with others 

4. Communication of Knowledge
UIS graduates should be able to communicate knowledge and ideas effectively both orally and in writing.  
Competencies include:
a. Expressing ideas, facts and arguments in a written format that depicts competency in the use of syntax, organization, and style appropriate to the audience.
b. Exhibiting effective oral communication skills, paying attention to content and audience. 

5. Engaged Citizenship
UIS graduates should be able to engage in questioning and critical thinking that leads them to explore peoples, systems, values, and perspectives that are beyond their usual boundaries.  Students should engage in active and integrative learning to become ethical, responsible, and engaged citizens in a democracy.
Competencies include:
a. Recognizing the social responsibility of the individual within a larger community.
b. Practicing awareness of and respect for the diversity of cultures and peoples in this country and in the world.
c. Reflecting on the ways involvement, leadership, and respect for community occur at the local, regional, national, or international levels.
d. Identifying how economic, political, and social systems operate now and have operated in the past.
e. Engaging in informed, rational, and ethical decision-making and action.
f. Distinguishing the possibilities and limitations of social change.

Course Objectives
The baccalaureate goals and outcomes listed above help inform the learning that happens in this course.  UNI101 is your introduction to college and helps you develop strong academic skills and habits. This course is the foundation for all later learning at UIS. 

By the end of UNI101, you will be able to do the following:

· Exhibit appropriate behavior in a classroom setting, including preparedness, attentiveness, and respect for the instructor and other students.
· Employ appropriate student/instructor electronic and office hour communication skills.
· Demonstrate ability to calculate course grade and grade point average.
· Exhibit skills in critical reading for inquiry, learning, and thinking.
· Exhibit the practice of college-level note-taking both in class settings and from readings that can be used to perform other tasks such as studying for tests and writing critical essays.
· Demonstrate technological literacy, including proficiency with word processors, course management systems, and/or electronic storage; with creating, saving, organizing and sharing of electronic files and resources; and with finding technical assistance from campus and professional sources.
· Locate, evaluate, organize, and use research material from electronic and print sources.
· Exhibit skills in integrating concepts and examples from multiple sources.
· Exhibit engagement in course content through academic activities.
· Complete college-level writing assignments that
· demonstrate a clear purpose;
· demonstrate the appropriate conventions of formal academic writing;
· respond appropriately to the needs of different audiences;
· Exhibit some development of oral communication skills, paying attention to content and audience.
· Exhibit appropriate study habits and time management skills for success in college.
· Demonstrate understanding of the Academic Integrity Policy through the appropriate documentation of sources for course assignments.

Course Materials:
Schoenberg, Robert. Why Do I Have to Take This Course? (This pamphlet will be supplied by your UNI 101 instructor; you will return it to your instructor after we are finished with it.)

Additional readings will be available on Blackboard (http://bb.uis.edu).

Materials to be purchased:
	[image: ]
	Yates, Richard. Revolutionary Road. Little Brown and Company, 1961. ISBN: 978-0-375-70844-2. Cost is approximately $10.50 (new) or $2.00 (used).

	[image: ]
	Hooks, Bell. Class Matters. Routledge, 2000. ISBN/)0-415-92913-X. Cost is approximately $20 (new) or $3.50 (used).






Course Assignments and Grading
UNI101 is graded using the standard UIS letter grades and 4.0 scale. This course will affect your grade point average. Your grade for this course will be based on your performance in class and on written work. Each required element of the course is listed below with the percentage it constitutes for calculation of your course grade.

Percentage breakdown for course requirements include the following:
Essay 1 (bell hooks)				15%
Essay 2 (Yeats)					15%
Quizzes and Short Writing Assignments		20%
Poster Project					20%
In-class Reflection Essay				10%
Campus Participation				10%
 Class Participation				10%

Below is a brief description of each component of your grade listed above. Please note that separate and detailed instructions will be given for each major project and the writing assignments. For now, the synopsis gives you a quick overview of the work you will do in the course.

Essay 1 and Essay 2 (15% each = 30%)
You will have two essays over major reading assignments during the semester. The purpose of the writing assignments is to provide an opportunity for you to critically think about specific aspects of course content and share your ideas in writing. The writing assignments should demonstrate your attitudes, experiences, mastery of the material, and thoughtful reflection. At least one of these assignments will ask you to demonstrate skills in research and citing sources.

Quizzes and Short Writing Assignments (20%)
Quizzes will be given at the beginning of each class period. These quizzes will ask questions regarding the assigned readings due for that class period and may also cover information discussed in previous class periods. It is important to read assigned course readings carefully prior to each class so that you are prepared. Your preparation will not only ensure that you do well on the quizzes, but will also help you contribute to class discussion, making meetings more interesting and engaging for everyone. 

Short writing assignments may be given in class or may be posted on BlackBoard between class periods. What you post in this space is available to the class and others may interact with your posts throughout the semester. Again, the short writing assignments may ask you to comment on course readings, so being prepared by reading all assignments is crucial to your success.

Poster Presentation (20%)
This poster presentation project reflects the theme of the course and includes several academic tasks. You will conduct research on a relevant aspect or theory of “The American Dream.” For the second part of the project, you will prepare a visual/graphic poster or display representing your interpretation of “The American Dream” and present your poster and insights to the class.  I hope this project will be fun and interesting for all of us. You will also have an opportunity to display your poster to the UIS community.

In class-reflection essay (10%)
For the final writing assignment in the course you will be asked to write an essay where you reflect on what you have learned throughout the semester. You will write this essay in-class using laptop computers or in a computer lab.  

Campus Participation Requirement (10%)
All students will be required to attend the following:

· One academic or student development skills workshop (delivered by a campus unit such as the Center for Teaching and Learning, Counseling Center, Health Center, Undergraduate Academic Advising Center,  Housing and Residential Life or Information Technology Services. Please email me at (instructor e-mail) before you attend if you are unsure whether a workshop you are considering will meet this requirement.)
· One campus cultural event (ECCE lecture, Sangamon Auditorium or other campus event.  Please email me at (instructor e-mail) before you attend if you are unsure whether a campus event you are considering will meet this requirement.)"
· Two campus events of your choice subject to instructor approval.


Students will be required to reflect on these events at mid-term and again at the end of the semester.

Class Participation (10%)
Your contributions to class discussions are vital to a successful semester. However, contributing informed opinions is only the start of being an active participant. You must also be able to interact with your classmates in a courteous and respectful manner. Others may have views that differ from your own. In this class, we emphasize discussion not only as a means of covering information, but also to elicit views on topics. So, your ideas, perspectives, questions are an important aspect to learning. By articulating your thoughts, you gain practice developing oral skills and others benefit from hearing your insights. It goes without saying—discourteous behavior will not be tolerated.

Discussion will usually proceed through voluntary contributions, but instructors may call on students who have not volunteered their comments. Engagement starts with reading—you must READ the material assigned. To be prepared to participate in the discussions, you will need notes on your reading. In some cases we will provide study questions to guide you in taking notes on some of the assigned readings. Those discussion questions are designed to draw your attention to topics you may be asked to address in class discussion. As you do your assignments you should think about how you would respond if called on in class, and you should take the kind of notes that will help you when called on. It is a very good idea to take written notes on all assigned readings. There will be small group discussions and you will be asked to do in-class writing on some of the assigned material. 

Criteria for Evaluating Active Class Participation

	A / excellent
Yahoo!
Standing Ovation!
	Teaching Assistant: consistently and actively engages with the course content; takes initiative and demonstrates diligence  during class activities; gives constructive and valuable critique during collaborative exercises; asks important questions; generates discussion; responds to colleagues’ ideas; thoughtfully challenges ideas; understands and articulates multiple perspectives or positions on a topic; draws out others and genuinely and actively listens; prepares for class by taking thorough notes and by bringing highlighted or annotated readings and questions for discussion.

	B / good
Yay!
	Discussion Generator: regularly engages with course content; mostly takes initiative class activities; mostly gives strong critique during collaborative exercises; asks key questions and brings together both the readings and personal experience; knows the readings well and comes in with extensive notes fully prepared to get the discussion going; draws others out and listens well.

	C / adequate
eh, okay.
	Participant: sometimes engages with course content; speaks regularly through most discussions, but tends to offer just what was in the readings without her/his interpretation; did the readings but doesn’t have a complex overview of the authors’ arguments; note-taking is sporadic or not very thorough.

	D / poor
Why bother?
	Hmmmm—often fails to engage with course content; may not speak regularly or may speak regularly but only offers own opinions or experiences without tying them to the readings; doesn’t know the readings cold.  Or doesn’t speak regularly leaving the joy and work of discussion on the shoulders of others.  We miss your knowledge of the readings, your informed ideas; note-taking is absent or inadequately done.

	F/ Ouch!
	Not sure what to call you…Does not know the readings well; speaks rarely or disrespects, dismisses or thinks it is funny to hassle others.  Acts like s/he doesn’t want to be here.  Does not take seriously the course content or may only Mickey mouse around with the material. Ouch (for your grade and class atmosphere)!


Criteria borrowed from Heather Dell



Course Policies

Grading
Each major assignment contributes a stated percentage to your course grade.  To determine grades on individual assignments, we will generally use a “rubric” or set of scoring criteria, which will break down your work into key characteristics. Specific criteria will be designed and tailored for each assignment and weighted accordingly.

Grading Scale (Percentages)
94-100 A
90-93  A-
87-89  B+
83-86  B
80-82  B-
77-79  C+
73-76  C
70-72  C-
67-69  D+
63-66  D
62 and below F

Incompletes will only be given if you are passing the course (C or above) at the time that the incomplete is requested and you have had an emergency during the last part of the semester that prevents you from completing one of the final assignments. Incompletes will not be given so that you may avoid a failing grade or repeat the course.

Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend every class and to be in class at the beginning of each class period. Attendance will be taken. Class participation is expected. Students are responsible for material covered in class whether or not they are present. For an absence to be excused, the student must contact the instructor prior to class by email to discuss the absence. Class attendance and participation are part of your final grade. All assignments are expected on the due date unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor. In cases of illness or family emergency, email as soon as possible and obtain the class agenda for that week as well as any homework for the following week. The learning outcomes of this course include personal responsibility and time management, and it is necessary for students to demonstrate these during the semester.

Tardiness policy: Arriving late or leaving early is not acceptable and very annoying. A habit of tardiness will affect your grade as I deem necessary.  As students you are always responsible for your work.  Just as employers expect deadlines to be met regardless of personal exigency, we do also. 

Late Policy
No late assignments are accepted without prior permission from me. Assignments must be submitted at the beginning of the classes in which they are due.  Any assignments turned in after the beginning of class will be considered late.

Electronic Devices Policy
Please shut off all cell phones and noise making electronic devices before you enter the classroom.  MP3 players, I-Pods, and other devices with earbuds are not allowed in class.  Electronic gaming devices are not allowed in class.  Use of such devices will result in your being asked to leave class immediately.  The loss of class time will be counted against your absences for the semester.

UIS Academic Integrity Policy
The UIS community of faculty, staff, students, and alumni are committed to academic excellence, which thrives on honesty, trust, and mutual respect.  Academic integrity is at the heart of this commitment. Students are responsible for being aware of the UIS Academic Integrity Policy (available at http://www.uis.edu/academicintegrity/students/index.html) and for demonstrating behavior that is honest and ethical in their academic work. 

Academic violations include plagiarism, cheating, misrepresentation, academic interference, unauthorized access, and facilitation. Violations of the Academic Integrity Policy may result in sanctions including failing the assignment, failing the course, transcript notation, or referral for Academic Hearing. Please ask me if you have questions regarding course expectations.

All course work should represent a student’s best intellectual effort. When this work is in the form of writing, the student-writer also has ethical responsibilities to the readers, both peers and public. Some of these responsibilities include, but are not limited to, amassing and evaluating relevant sources, appropriately using these sources, and acknowledging the use of these sources. The use of sources includes providing complete and accurate citations for all sources consulted and used, whether paraphrased, condensed, or directly quoted. Fulfilling these academic and ethical responsibilities informs and strengthens the writer’s and paper’s positions, provides readers with contextual and informed ideas, and gives other writers credit for their intellectual property. Each writer has a personal responsibility to engage in the entire writing process with integrity and honesty.

The Council of Writing Program Administrators offers a useful distinction between the misuse of sources and plagiarism.  Misusing sources usually means “carelessly or inadequately citing ideas and words borrowed from another source.”  Plagiarism means “submitting someone else’s text as one’s own or attempting to blur the line between one’s own ideas or words and those borrowed from another source.  This distinction gets to the issues of culpability, intentionality, and degree of misuse.  While a writer is always responsible for being accurate, clear, and honest, mistakes can and do happen.  While such mistakes may lower a student’s grade on an assignment, they may also provide valuable learning moments for the student to grow as a writer.  However, when a student’s actions are meant to deceive the audience – i.e., when the actions constitute plagiarism, as defined above – then the student demonstrates a deep disregard for the academic processes that govern the construction and mediation of knowledge.  In other words, the student has perpetrated academic dishonesty and, when discovered, will face stringent penalties ranging from failing the assignment or course to being expelled from the university.

UIS is committed to helping each student recognize and work with academic conventions.  We are also committed to providing each student with materials, teaching methods, and assignments that encourage original ideas and critical thinking.  It remains the student’s responsibility to engage in course work ethically and honestly.  Any time you use words or ideas that are not your own, you must give credit to the author, whether or not you are quoting directly from that author.  Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism, a serious academic violation.  Penalties for plagiarism may vary depending upon the extent of the problem, but are always serious. Consult your instructor or the Center for Teaching and Learning in Brookens 460 if you have

Sources: 
UIS Academic Integrity Policy, available at http://www.uis.edu/academicintegrity/.
Council of Writing Program Administrators. “Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best 
Practices.” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9. Accessed 7 December 2006.


Students with Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability. A documented disability can include:  physical, psychological, chronic health, vision, hearing, learning, traumatic brain injury, Asperger’s Syndrome and/or autism, cognitive, and A.D./H.D.D. Please notify the instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations needed for the course. While O.D.S. does accept late applications, accommodations are not retroactive. All accommodations must be approved through the Office of Disability Services (ODS) (217-206-6666), HRB 80.

Division of Academic Advisors
Students are assigned academic advisors alphabetically by last name. The Undergraduate Academic Advising Center is located in Brookens 472.  The division is as follows:
A-H – Carmalita Kemayo
I – Q – Tarah Sweeting-Trotter
R-Z – Mae Noll

UNI101 Schedule



	Date
	In Class
	Assignment for Next Class

	
August 22
	
Quiz on Academic Advising
Introduce syllabus
Review outside programming requirements
Discuss Asimov’s “Professions”
Introduce course theme with “A Dream Deferred” by Langston Hughes
	
“Why am I Taking This Course?” pamphlet
“The Cost of Cutting Class” S.E. Gump



	
August 29
	Discussion of readings
Quiz
Exercise on note taking and critical reading
Additional discussion on American Dream theme
Optimal Resume – document current coursework
	Excerpts from Epic of America by James Truslow Adams
“Letter from Birmingham Jail” Martin Luther King Jr.
Schedule appointment with academic advisor. Appointment must be completed by October 3.


	
September 5
	Quiz
Discussion of readings
Discussion of American Dream
Introduce Advising Syllabus; Assign PA meeting
Give group assignment on motivation and allow groups time to work
	“Motivation as an Enabler of Academic Success” E.A. Linnenbrink, P.R. Pintrich
Excerpts from Epic of America by James Truslow Adams

	
September 12

	Quiz
Discussion of readings
SRI survey
Introduce Bell Hooks
	Class Matters by Bell Hooks
Peer Advising Open House TBA
Assign Essay One

	

September 19
	Quiz
Discussion of readings
Group presentations – 5 minutes / group
	Class Matters by Bell Hooks

	
September 26

	Quiz
Discussion of readings
DuBois vs. Hurston – Critical Theory PowerPoint; discussion of “Talented Tenth”
Optimal Resume – last 20 minutes of class
	Class Matters by Bell Hooks
“The Role of Self-efficacy Beliefs in Student Engagement” by E.A. Linnenbrink, P.R. Pintrich

	

October 3
	Quiz
Discussion of readings
Deadline to meet with UAAC Advisor
Introduction to advising process
Discuss pre-advising session workshops with Peer Advisors
	Bell Hooks response paper. Due next class period (October 10).
Schedule appointment with Academic Advisor between October 15 and November 14.
Required attendance of pre-advising session workshops with Peer Advisors

	October 10

	Film: A Guide to Recognizing Your Saints
	Excerpts from Generation of Vipers by Phillip Wylie

	October 17
	Quiz
Discussion of reading and film

	Excerpts from Justice Interruptus by Nancy Frazer (or other selected social science reading)

	October 24
	Quiz
Discussion
 
	Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates

	October 31
	Quiz
Discussion
Optimal Resume – last 20 minutes of class

	Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates

	November 7
	Quiz 
Discussion
Introduce Final Class Project
	Revolutionary Road  by Richard Yates

	November 14
	Quiz
Discussion
Pre-writing exercises for final paper
Deadline to meet with Academic Advisor
Answer questions regarding withdrawals
	Assign Essay Two

	November 21
	NO CLASS
	

	November 28
	Workshop paper drafts
Peer review
In-class Reflective Essay
Assign Posters
Allow time for in-class poster prep
	Prepare posters for poster session

	December 5
	Practice poster session in class
Instructor evaluations
Optimal Resume – last 20 minutes of class
	Final papers due December 12
Final Posters due December 9
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